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| ty, as well as themſclyes, I am ſure, we have 
| allone common Father , if we are yet thorow- 


| who were their own Partiſans in iniquity, and 
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Perſwaſtve 


By way ofa LETTER tothe diilenting 


BRETHREN. 
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CHAP. I. i Pareneſis. 


A = Brethren! Do not {tartle, or fly 
Rag © back becauſe I call you fo: Like 
YAY thoſe (editions, and turbulent Do- 
IY natiſts, who rctusd to give this 
{weet Titleof Relation to any, but 
only to thoſe Traditores ( as Optatis calls them) 


the miſ-ſhapen Members of the African traterni- 


ly. 


Ifa. 7 2 
Lam, I. Zo 


 Apoſiatizing 7ulianss 


A perſwaſive to Conformity, 
Iy reconcil'd to that Prayer, wherein we call 
him ſo. And if we have not the ſame Mother 
too, it is not only our guilt, but our ſhame : 
For whilk we divide the (camleſs Coate of 
Chriſt and every party will have an Ephod, and 
a Teraphim, -a Church of his own modelling 
we maintain the woxſt fort of Poligamy in 
the World, in makitig Chriſt to have as 
many Spoufes. as ever Solomon had Concu- 
bines. 

And whilſt we go about to diſown that Mo- 
ther, or which is wofſe, ſcratch her by the face , 
and call her Whore 3 on whoſe knees we have 
been dandled , nouriſhed by her breaſts, and 
carried in her womb; we do but debaſe our 
ſelves into a viperows and (purjous Genera- 
tion , 

Methinks I ſee the Church of England 
wringing her hands; and hear her complaining 
againli ſuch diſobedient Children, or rather 

Hear O Heavens, and give ear O Earth, T have 
wouriſhed and brought up Children, and they 
bavwe rebelled againſt me, My Friends have dealt 
treacherouſly with me, they are become mine exe- 
mes, 

But now I haye made you ſport enough, in 
calling the Church our Mother; And your 
Proſclytes dance after the ſame pipe : They are 
never more merry, then when they ſpeak of 
the Sons and daughters of the Church by 
way. of derifion : as if this were a fohd, and 
ridiculous Solzciſm, Jnto what profuſe, and 
intemperate laughter, have many of you, and 
them, broke;forth in my hearing ? as if your 
oo Maas or atecr =_—Y Ge 


A perſwaſive to Conformity, 
ſides would have burft aſunder , at the very 
mention of the Sons and Daughters of the 
Church, But fiay Sirs ! Suppreſs yeur (wel- 
ling ſpleenes, and lets be ſerious. What you e- 
ſteem our reproach, that we account our own 
plory. Andifit be vile in your eyes, to be o- 
bedient, regular, peaceable, and walking by 
innocent Canons , we arc reſoly'd te be more 
vile yet, It was Theodofics's joy, that he was 
a Member of the Church 3 and it is ours, not 
only that we are ſo, but that we are not erra- 
lical, and extravagant in our Motions; every 
member obſerving its own office, and ftation; 
as all the Servants did, in Selomons Famis 
ly. 
, Tell me true ! is it ſuch an abſurdity tov be 
ſtil'd the Sons and Daughters of the Church ? 


did you never read of the Sons and danghters of Lam. 4. 2. 


Zion ? Of the Daughters of Feruſalem ? That 


 Feruſalem which is above, is the Mother of us 
all. Which is interpreted by your ſclves of the yeb.i2.2 2. 


true Chriſtian militant Church. 

Well then : Maugre all animoſities; we are, 
we will be brother Germans ; except you will 
renounce both God, and his Church. And it 
we be Brethren, let that name be Coagulum 


pacis, to cement us and foder us together. 


Let that word huſh and charm all our diffe- 
rences3 as Ceſar by calling the mu'ineers of 
his Army, Commilitones | Fellow-Souldiers! re- 
duc't them to their proper Colours; allaying, 
and melting their rage. And Abraham com- 
pos'd that growing diſcord betwixt himſclfand 
Lot, by ſaying unto Lot, Let there be no ſtrife 
I pray thee, between me and thee, and between 


A4 my 


Cen, 42.21, 


3 Sam.1.23 


A perſwaſive to Conformity . 

wy Herd-mgn, and thy Hera-men, for we are 
Brethren, It you (hall-xetuſe to lay hold on this 
right hand of tcllowthip, whichis tendred un- 
to you,, by one that woo's you in the name of 
a Brother, you will (ay one day with Toſephs 
Px<thren, Verily we are guilty concerning our 
Brother, iu that we would not hear him, when 
be beſought us in the auguiſh of bis Soul, What 
a ſhame isit that Chrittian Brethren, thould be 
like the off-ſpring of Cadmws;, Or thole Ro- 
miſh Twins, that ſuck'd the breaſt ot a Wolt 
ſo that one muſt needs turn the other into a 
Sacrifice, when a common hire 1s like to devour 
us both. Alais/ miſt we like thoſe unhappy 
Brethrcn be divided in our very flames? It was 
not (o with Saxl, and fonathan:; For they 

ere lovely, and pleaſant in their lives, and in 
their deaths they were aot divided, Where 1s now 
the glory of the Engliſh Clergy? We were once, 
$tx#por mundi, the amazement of the World 
round about, for Learning, Religion, Love, 
and Integrity. What curicd {pirit is that which 
15 BOW come amongtius { Nay what deviliſh va- 
pours ar: belchcd out of the infernal pit tp 
darken, and cclipſc our glury / Have we not 
enemics abroad .to grzpple withall * But we 
muſt ſpend the remainder of our expiring va- 
Jour, one upon another? What are we poſt- 
ing, on, and declining to our weltern bed ? 
Haſtning our own fatal periods? And digging 
OUT OWN graves ? 

But whats the matter ? Have we {o ſoon 
forgot our late deliverance out of Babylon ? 
Ae we np ſoancr free from the voice of the 
ppprefipur ? arc our tctters no (ooncy off, but 

| Wet 


4 perſwaſive to Conformity. 
we arc lifting up our heels one againſt another. 
Is it ſo.long tince, we t0ck down our Harps from 
the ſwillows ? ſince we were in a dream, and 
could ſcarce beleive our own cyes, when the 
Lord turned again the captivity of our Zion ? 
Are we already weary ofour own liberty ? And 
are we going backward?as if withjithe male-con- 
tented 1/raeliites, ourdelight were to be in E- 
gypt 3 As it like mad-men, we far'd belt in the 
dark. Are our Garlands of Bayes already wi- 
thered ? or turned into mournfal Cypreſs ? 
Our ſhouting, into howling ? our Bon-tires, to 
firing of Bcacons, and Funeral Pilcs ? The 
clapping, to the wringing of Hands? Is it not 

far better to be diſciplin'd, and aw'd with the 


'rods ofa tender Father, then to bleed under the 


Scorpions of tyrannical Task-maſters ? Is it not 
better tor us to live under the Empire of a legi- 
timate, and natural Prince, then to lye contt- 
nually gaſping, and dying under the laſhes of 
tyrannical uſurpers ? And lick up the ſpittle of 
ſome curſed Dyoniſis ? Ts it not better to be 
govern'd by the paſtoral ſtaff, of pious and 
learned Biſhops 3 then to lye under the iron rod 
of arbitrary Commiſſioners, ambitious and im- 
perious Tryers ? Mcn that were bounded with- 
im no incloſure of Laws, but what their 
own bias'd wills, invidious prejudices, and can- 
ker'd paſkons, ſuggeſfied unto them : every one 
doing that which ſeem'd good in their own 
blood-ſhotten eycs. Are welſo ſoon weary of 
Manna, Ne&ar, and Ambroſia £ Sure I am, 
we want nothing to compleat our happineſs, 
but to know it z and to be thankful - for it. I 
I can ſcarce forbear to ſay 3 Bleſſed are our eyes, 

a EEE 


. 4 perſwaſive to Conformity. 

which ſee the things that we ſee ; And; Bleſſed 
are onr ears, that hear the things which we bear* 
How would thoſe faithful ſouls have rejoyced» 
for their own, for the Churches , and for their 
poſterities fake, to have ſeen one of theſe dayes! 
I mean - thoſe that were hurried out of this lite, 
mn the late diſmal confuſions, before they ſaw 
any gleams of that Sun which now thines in our 
Horizon ; Nay, we our ſelves, who have pal* 
fed that gulf, and are now arriv'd to the Haven 
of Reſt, would have parted with whatever had 
been moft dear unto us 3 or run thoſe hazzards 
which had been moſi deſperate z that {ſo we 
might have purchaſed theſe mercies, which 
God hath been pleaſed to beftow upon us, 1m- 
mediately from his own hand, at a cheaper rate: 
We conld have been contented ( ſome of us, I 
dare boldly ay) to have ſang our Nunc dimit- 
#75. with old Simeon, could we but from ſome 
Meunt Nebs have diſcovered the botders of this 
Land of Canaan : And ſhall we now depreci- 
ate and underyalue it? Shall we repinc, and 
mutter, whillk our mouths are full of Butter 
and Honey ? When the deluge of waters iSaba- | 
ted, aid runs within its own channel , would 
we fain have it return and overwhelm the earth 
again ? would we again converſe with roaring 
Cannons ? and dance after Drums, and Trums 
pets? What do we mean to look ſuch ſeveral 
wayes ? To caſt ſachjtorvous afpects one upon 
another ? As if like Baſi/ishs, we would diſs 
charge arid let fly, even venomous Arrows from 
our eyes. Why do we ſpeak the language of 
Aſhdod? As if we were the Builders of Babel, 
ratiier then the Bez.zleels of the New T4 a< | 
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A perſwaſive 10 Conformity. 


lem. The Flocks muſt needs be divided, the 
people diſtracted, when the Shepherds lead 
them to contrary paſtures; and! Paxl and Bar- 
nabat part, and cannot agree which way to go. 
The Ark of the Church muſt needs totter, when 
the Pilots arc at variance, and fayle by ſeveral 
Cards: Somme fetching their dire&ions from 
the Statsz and others going by the deceitful 


Compaſs of their own imaginations 3 the ſlip- . 


petry Globes of their doting brains, Strange 
watch-nien ! to betray the Gates of the City :; 
Unnatural Paſters !;to weary the tender Lambs; 
inſtead of carrying them in their boſome, and 
ſnatching them out of the Lyons mouth--- @#is 
cuſtodiet ipſo5?-Cuſtoden?--That was the workt of 
Harlots,that ſaid,Let it be neither thine normine, 

but divide it. Pompey had more pity and kind- 


1 Kings 3. 


26; 


nel for the City of Reme.Rather then harraſs it 4þ ! Potics 
with civil Wats z he was willing to quit his bello patia- 


own claim, and ſurrender all his interett, unto 
the diſpoſe of Ceſar alone, I am lorty to ſee 


you--Divide, and Reign : Firſt mud the wa- 


1 ters, and then angle for thoſe fiſh, which will 


beſt ſuit with your palates. Raiſe a great duſt, 
and then mount your vidtoriousChariots,or like 
F#uno, eſcape in a Cloud. Your farewel Ser- 
mons have been to me a ſtone 3 nay, a whole 
Rock of offence, How paſlionately do you there 
cry up the preciouſneſs of Souls? How do you 
there proclaim your tenderneſs, and yerning 
bowels, even bleeding and melting for the ſal- 
vation of your people 3 and yet at the very next 
inſtant, defert them, and expoſe them in Arks 
of balraſhes, to fink or ſwim on the ſurges of 
= _ 


rs in iſto, 
te Caſar 
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A perſwaſpve t0 Conformity. 
troubleſome waters. As if you could kiſs, and 
ſtarve z imbrace,and ſtrangle in the ſame breath, 
Andif you had left your charges only to your 
ſucceſſors, to have born the heat and burtber 
of the day ; it had beem the more tollerable : 
and task enough Ile warrant you, to pelliſh a 
2 knotty Generation, and to have gather'd a 
{catter'd 1/ree!. But how doth this aire wring 
wich the eccho's of lamentable complaints ? 
Oxr bellows are burnt in ihe fire : Our lungs arc 
conſumed. We bave fifht all night, and caught 
nothing : We would have healed the wounds of 
the Church; but others keep them from cloling. 
Our webs are ravell'd. Tovzah and Sanballat 
demolith in private, what we build in publick, 
Jutt, as molt Countryes have their traditions , 
that Churches have been pulled down in the 
night, as much as they have been rais'4 in the 
day-time : The envious man hath done this. Why 
do many hang back? Othersare cold, in joyn- 
ing with the deyotions of the Church, in pray- 
ing for mercics, for the averting and removy- 
ng of judgments. They go to the publick af- 
ſcmblics like the Cows of Bethſhemech ; They 
go and low, and look back to their calves ; 
whereas we ſhould come together from Dan to 
Beerſhebs, as one man 35 in flecks lixe Doves 
in droves, like ſheep. Alaſs ! like wild beats 3 


or berries on the Trees, after the gathcring of 


the Summer vintage 3 here one and there ano= 
ther drops into the Congregation 3 is this for 
Gods glory ? The Miniſters, or peoples com- 
fort ? And have they not your example for a 
pattern? Your afſertions for a rule? As if in 
this you would imitate Lycifer , by drawing 

| | Ps mul« 
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perſwaſtve to. Conformity. 


multitudes after you, - Is not this 'the way to 
bring in Atheiſm at laſtlike a flood ? Shall ſuch 
religious, holy, popular, and learned -men  ( fay 
the people) forbear the aflembly and prayers of 
the Churchs and what would you have us to 
do ? O take heed, you do not cntitle your ſelves 
to their fins; nor deſtroy your Brethren with 
your ſingular conceits ; for whom Chriſt dyed, 
Juſt ſoit was in Germany when the reformation 
dawned there, by L#thers and MelanGons means; 
there ſprang up a Generation, who cry'd down 


great dore and effeinal opened, hehad many ad+ 
verſaries, The Angel .is now moving our wa- 
ters: .It is but ſtepping in, and we may be 
kealcd of all our maladics; why ſhould, yon 
with your niceties, and ſcruples, affright your 
brethren from waſhing in this Fordan? You 
ftand ſo much upon your modalitics, in every 
adminiſtration ; that 'tis.all ene with you to [ee 
Zion lye waſte, asnot to be reared up according 
to the Idea's of your phankhtes, It is allone with 
you, not to pray, not to receive the Sacrament, 


J as not to perform theſe- according to your pre- 


ſcription : If this be not, what is it,to. Lord it 
over mens faith , and over the heritage of the 
Lord * Whatelſe is it,in our Sayiours {.n{c, to 
call men Fathers upon Earth 2, Although you 
doas little agree among your ſelves in. particu- 
lars, as you do with us in the main. It Religion 
fhould be put into your dreſs, its faſhion would 
be changed as often, as that of the greateſt Gal- 


lants, or as the colour of the Chamelion. r_ 
= 


Camerarim 
in vits. 


all Church-orders,aud by the ſuggettions of the yan. 
Devil did hinder its progreſs. And Saint Pax, Qonis, 
makes the ſame complaint, that when he had a Þ. 45: 46- 


I 
5 
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A perſmaſioe to conformity. 


Pariſh would be in a mode by it ſelf. Some of you 


arc utterly againſt all forms : Some mot + yet 
moſt of you are again qurs. But it any party 
of you ſhquld campoſt another 3 the rel} would 
be as unſatisfied with it {as we have ſcen) as 
with this; Retire therefare into the with» 
drawing room of your own hearts: Turn o+ 
ver the leaves cf your Confciences : Diſmantle 
all,your ſelfiſh thoughts; diveſt your ſelves of 
all by-reſpe&s : Deal nakedly,/and clearly with 
your own Souls : Then tell me true ; nay, tell 
the people true z whether : God may not 
truly be worſhipped with our prayers, and we 
made happy with the conceflion and granting 
of them 3+ Whether the Sacraments are not ad- 
miniſtred in all their efſential parts 3 and ſet 
off in a very lively and quickning manner: Whes 
ther the way of Salvation, is not '{olidly and 
compleatly ſet forth in our Congregations, I 
know not what anſwer you return to theſe in- 


terrogatories, But had I ſuch a window into {| 


your breaſts, as the Grand Signior is ſaid to 


have into the Divano; I doubt not, but 7 might | 


(ce your ſeeret impulſes breathing out that ac» 
clamation of Belaam, How goodly are thy Texts, 
O Facob ! and thy Tabernacles O Ifrae|!| Hows 
ever your thoughts run; although you go on to 
call us ceremonial formaliſts, men: deftitute of 
zcal,the power of Godlineſs, becauſe we cannot 
ſwim down your fiream:; Yet we will by Gods 
grace, continue in Saint Paxls refolution , {Hf- 


zer the way which you call herefie,. ſa will me \ 
worſhip the Lord God of owur Fathers. May not } 
we expoſtulate with you, in alluſion to Saint | 
Part? Arc not we Goſpel-Miniſters? Do not 


we 
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$ upon Record, for the ctcrnal 
3 both. You well know, when Chritt choſe our 

3 twelve, onc of them was a devil. And if fome 
! amongſt us are too defeQive, the fault muſt in 


perſwaſive to Conformity. 
we preach the Catholick , Apoſtolical Faith? 

Have we any communion With Heretical, Po- 

piſh' , Tridentine Tenents? Do not we 
w atch over our Flocks, . and our Selves ? 
Do you think that we mind net the way to 
Heaven , as ivell as you? Why then do you 
run from us, as Polycarpe .did from Cerinthus ? 
-why de you cither pull off the peoples: Chariot 
W hcels ? or elſe clogg and-ſcotch them, that 
they might not run with us-in the ſame Chriſti» 
an race £ As if our prayers were Charms, and 
Conjurations;z and we our ſelves Monks, and 
Fryars : Do not (according to the old method} 
like flyes, dwell upon forge particular ulcers, 
As becauſe, ſome arc twp negligent :in- their 
places, and charges 3 too looſe in their: lives 5 
too ignorant in their funGions:'$ cithere» 
fore you will traduce and defarne the-whole Oz» 
der aggravating thcir failings, avif:the whole 
body were over-run with the ſame :Leprofie z 
paſſing by thoſe parts which are ſound and: tree 


from this contagious gangreen. It were no dit- 


ficulty to recriminate ig this kind, azitl to xepay 
you with the ſame dirt : If it were any:;pleature 
to ſcramble in ſuch a puddle. All the. cattel of 
your own herd arc not pyre from all- blemiſhes, 
But Thad rather wrap my (@lf in the mantle of 
filence then expatiate in this field. Ft * was au 
excellent a& of Conſtaxtive to threw: into - the 
fixe, all thoſe Libels, and Articles of: the dit> 
fenting Biſhops 3 that they might aot/ ſtand 

inf of .them 


part 


A perſwaſive to Conformity. 
part lye at your own doors, who haye occaſio+' 
ned/a ſad neceſlity of ſupplying your rooms, 'by © 
ſome that are none of the beſt. - As'x* General : 
forſaken by his Veterani, er cxperienced Soul- 

diers, revolting from him, is conſirain'd for-the 
preſent to liſt ſuch as: he /can gather together. 
Can there be any more plealing mufick in the 

ears of 'enemies 3 when it ſhall be publiſhed in 
Gath, . and declared in the ſtreets of Aſhkelon z 
then that we are crumbling and moultcringin-” 
to picces of our Own accords ? That the Centi- 
nels have left their watch-Towers 3 The Preto- | 
rian Bands have left their tations ? Mount the. 
ſcaling Ladders who:will; thoſe: will neithet 

give warning of, nor- theſe prevent their ap-' 
proaching invaſions, A cheap vidory fure, and 

an caſte prey we are like to prove, when men 

in officeare reſoly'd-not ito oppoſe, - comie Ro- 

mans; coine Gaules; come Devils: © Theſe tame 
Guardjars will not lift up a- fiandard againſt. 
them::Theſe tutelar Angels, . wilt ' not come | 
dowa'their f acobs Ladders, to fuccour their | 
helpk(s Brethren',” 'xeafy to be hurticd into! | 
captivity':' Let wolves: come, they' will' not | 
move their tongues ©-'Let! Amaleck prevail, they 
will not ſo muck as lift up a hand towards Hea- 
ven. Ariftides was not {b malevolent 'againkt his 
fellow- Citizens, : although they: had- baniſhed 
him by t heir barbatous Olraciſm, yet he left his 
heart with them 7 arid occafionally "too, © he 
fiood them in great ſtead againſt thieir 'Adverfa-' | 
ries. :/n- the late times, when the Jnterdict came” I 
forth, + That none:ſhbuld have the''benefit of ? 
the Clergy; bur -thoſe ithat would not read : * 
rather thcu not exexciſc/ their minifiry, and (as ! 
you 
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you do ) wraptheir Talents in a Napkin ; to 
the intent they might ſtand in the gapp , to 
ſtop that torrent of deluſions, about to Ereak 
in upon the Engliſh Church ; with the adviſe 
of good Caſziſts( though with much regret )ma. 
ny did ſubmit for a time,to that ſad condition, 
that they might be capable of doing the more 
good 3, ſo much did it pity them, citker to leave 
their Sheep to wander up and down without 
Shepherds, or, to hearken to the voice of 
ftratngers, Nay, ſhould the King. Lords, and 
Commons, have made a Law ( which God a- 
vert {) that your darling diſcipline ſhould be 
eſtabliſhed in England : Although they cannot 
be convinced from Scripture, or Antiquity, that 
tis the beſt ; or from cxperienct , that 'tis maſt 
ſutable co the conſtitution. and happineſs of this 
Nation ; yet rather then diſcompoſe the pub- 
lick peace, and betray the Churches weltare 
I dare aver , you ſhould have many of them, 
thatare now at the Stern, tugging at their 
Oares, and laying their ſhoulders to the work 
of the miniftry together with you. So far 
would they have becn from ſuffering their 
Swords to ruſt in their Scabbards , and theit 
Breaſts to dry up, that they migh: not attord 
nouriſhment, to them that cry after knowledge, 
and deſire tbe ſincere milkof the Weird. But now 
the waters (blefſed be God) are funk within 
their banks, and our eyes behold our old Land- 
marks: Yet except the ancient Hedges and 


. F Foundations may be pulled up 3 except the 


Mountains may be leveclld, and the Cedars 


| # rooted out of their placesz except the Land 


may be new meaſured with your Line, 24 
| MOL 


Lam. 4. 3» 
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mounded according to your Plat-ftorm , you 
will not cnter inte the Vineyard ; but in 
« ſullen fit quit all; and ſo are worſe then 


the Sea-Monſters, For they draw forth their breſts, 


and give ſuck to their young ones. This is not to 
deal with us, as we ſhould have dealt with you; 
Befdes, who I pray, you, or we, have 
ſhewcd the greateſt love for Souls ? We that | 
paſſed thorow the fire and water with them, | 


in the worſt? Or you that leave them ina 3 


calme , in the beſt of times ? I read of Na- 5 
Zianzen, Chryſoſtome, and others, that centred 
the minittcrial calling with fear and trembling, 
and much relucancy : Thefe were drawn out of 
their Cclls, and haled with violence into the 
Sacred Mount: Yet having once (ct their hands 
to the Plow, no diſcouragement or perſecutions 
could ever conſtrain them to look back ; But 
they paſlcd thorow the flames, thorew gaod 
xd evil report ; they perlevered Praying and | 
Preaching , as if they were ambitious of dying *' 
in the Pulpit. Soar as high as you will in your * 
Seraphick pretences : Cry as loud as you pleaſe, ? 
the Temple of the Lord! Religion! Religion / 4 


Yet who will beleive, but that your eyes are 


fixt upon ſome carrion or other, Lets look back | 


into the Annals of our own time, and turn over 


ſome few Leaves of that Tragical HyRtory ; | 
whereof you were not the (malleſtpart, Where | 
ſhall we find the fattefi gobbets, and Benjamins 
Meſs, bur upon your Tables ? Who were ' 
thoſe that ſirutted, and fluttered in their fea ? 


thers, who were fain togo naked themſelves 2 7} 


And as for that uſurped power, which ſome of | 
you had graſped inte your hands, how mas | 
| : gilterially 
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eifterially *and tyrannically was it imployd ? 
How lofty were ſome of your eyes and your eye- 
lids lifted up ? Neither do I wonder it ſhould 
be ſo : For thoſe that are ſuch ill proficients 
in the leflon of obedience , can never be good 
Governours themſelves : Such as ſcorn to tit at 


| | the feet of careful, and experienced Gamalils , 


when they get the reins of power into their own 
hands, will hurl all things into confuſion. Sirs, 


| | ſtudy the point of (elf-denial betterz and ftrive 


__ ——" 


| to know of 


what manner of ſpirit you 
ere of, I wiſh from my heart, that we might 
{ce luch evidences of Chriſtian meekne(s, and 
loyal ſubmiftion , that we might ſay of a truth, 
The Etbiopiax hath changed his thin, and the 
Leopard his ſpots, Far be it from me, to inſult 
over any, that's inhumanecand barbarouszand to 
repay evil for evil, that's Antichriſtian. But 
I dehire (in the Apoliles ſenſe ) to heap coals of 


J fire upon your headsz to melt you into more 


kindneſs towards your (elves, and others : Saint 


3 Pax! hath inade my apology to my hand. Z 
3 writenot theſe things to ſhame you, but as my 1 Cor.4. 
3 beloved Brethren, to warn you. And as for the 14: 
$ future ; let me beſeech you in the words of Lot , 


[ prry you Brethren, do no more fo wickedly. 
That fo all Genes of ſcandal, which have made 


; upa partition wall between us, being demo» 


liſh'd, and remoy'd , we may like living ſtones 
grow up together, and concenter upon tae 


I EBakis of Piety, Vertue, Obedience, Loyalty, 
$ and a joynt defire of doing good in our Genera- 
xz tion; which are the beſt ingredients of that 

$ fovcraign Balſome , whereby our luxated and 


* & Mattyxed members may befſetled and knit to- 


B 2 gether 
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ther : which may make up ſuch a bond 
of peace , that will neither be fretted by the 
teeth of time, nor be diſſolved by men or De- 
vils: As 'tis (aid of MelanGbon and Camerari- 
#s (two Luminaries in the Common-wealth of 
Learning) that there was ſuch a {imilitude of 
Studies, Manners, Wills, conftixmed with daily 
familiarity and converſe between them ; that 
they arrived to the very perfeGtion, and quin- 
teſſence of friendIhip. Jf it were ſo with us, 
how would this beautific, and embellifh our 
converſations ?Allure forne, to filen cc; dazel or 
confound others ? It we could oncefayle toge- 
ther with all our faces towardsZ7o,as if we aim- 
ed to put inat the ſame Port of Heaven this 
would ſweeten ourown lives in the paſſage, 
and make us terrible as an Army with 
Banners, when weſhall meet with our enemies 
in the Gate. How good axd joyful a thing is it, 
for Brethren to dwell together in unity ) 
MethinksI hear you giving your Aſent and 
Conſent to the truth of this conclufion--'Twere 
well, if there might beſuch an harmony between 
#5; Yet this is the miſcheif, we cannot ay rec 
upon the premiſes, which may infer it 3 nor 
find the right way leading thereunto. All men 
naturally defire felicity (Balaam himſe}f would 
dyc the death of the righteous) yet what ver- 
tues, or means, are moſt neceſſarily condu- 
cing thereunto, here there are no ſmall odds, 
in the manners and tempers of men. Would 
you hearken to me, I ſhould adviſe you to 0- 
bey thoſe that have the rule over you, even for . 
Conſcience ſake 3 and to ſubmit to every ordi- 
naicenf man for the Lords ſake. Theſe were Ca- 
zMical. 
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nonical Scriptures ſome years fince, when they 
were vehemently preſſed by (ome of your ſelves, 
to ſupport the power of thoſe men ( who right 
or wrong) had raviſh'd it into their hands : 
Your doGrine now 1s quite contrary, dircctly 
tending to the keeping of our wounds raw,and 
trcſh. Pull down (fay you) thar Government 
in thc Churci,, {you would fay as much con- 
ccrnuig that in ihe Statc reo, it you durft) 
whici is reoted in the Adamant ot Scripture , 
and the hiſtory of the Church, cver ſince it was 
Chriitian. Yeu account the way to a laſting 
agreement, tolye in removing tholc apples of 
contention, thoſe prohibentia, which hinder 
union, and ainity. And what are they ? dif- 
arm the Bifkops of their Croſters z Take their 
Mitres from their heads 3 Diſmount their Ca- 
nons ; Give us their Lands; and burn your 
Common-Prayer-Books, But (pcak more plain 
Engliſh yet : Is not this your ſenſe ? If you de- 
fire our affiſtance, and copartnerſhip in the work, 
of the miniſtry, Teu muſt take us to be your guides, 
for we cannot endure. auy Superiours : Take the 
mmpoſition of cur hands, as the current ftamp of 
your callings : uſe no prayers, but what you ſhall 
be direfed from our Conclave : Read not the anci- 
ent Fathers of the Greek and Latin Church, for 
they will poyſon, and poſſeſs you with an bigh con» 
ceit of Epiſcopacy:But ſtudy Smeffymnuus thorow= 
ly : Learn the method of Preaching from Door 
Goodwin 3 Submit your ſelves to the Scrutiny 
and Tryal of Doftor Manton, and Mafter Nye, 
whether you he truly gracious :Satisfie them of the 
time and» manner of your couverſion, aud upon 
theſe termes wee] aſcend our Pulpits agiin, aud 
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condeſcend to aſſume you into our fellowſhip, t 
wiſh this were but an Hiſtrionical Haranguc, 
perſonating ſome Inhabitants in Veopis, or the 
new Atlantis, and that there were no (uch in- 
novators, or ſirange Minotaurs to be found a- 
mong the natives of old Exgland : But ſure we 
find the print of their footſteps in former times : 
We have been {o torn with their ſharp teeth, 
which lay conceal'd ( like thoſe of vipers) in 
fine, ſoft ficſh, that we are ſcarce well recover'd 
to this day : We tart in our ſleep, as if we were 
ſtill haunted with their Gholts. The noiſe of 
| their farious Chariots, and the eccho's of their 
thundering laſhes, are ftiH in our ears: And 
though they are now charm'd and limited , 
look downward , and ſpeak pitifully, as if 
- thorowly mortified, yet we tremble at their very 
ſhadows, leſt their ſtark joynts ſhould recover 
' their former activity. If this ſeems too ſevere, 
and fatyrical, for an %pizzme, where mutual 
kindneſs, and a peaceable accommodation is the 
white in the Butt, cyen the main deſign of this 
attempt : I will aſſure you; fo far as 1 am con- 
ſcious of my own heart, there's no gaul with- 
in, no bitterncls to your perſons : The doorsof 
my heart are wide open, and my arms expand ed 
to receive you ; Only I deſire, *yaGwmypen, to 
inflame,and fiir up thoſe gifts and graces, which 
are in you, and alſo modifie and regulate them, 
that you may lay them forth for the promoting, 
pot tne retarding of our Maſters ſervice 3 the 
warming and cherjfhing, not burning, and 
waliing ſuch as you converſe withall, And if 
] touch upon any of your ulcers by the way, it 
35 not to xeproagh you, but to heal them. I 
$64: Lt would 
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would have theſe lines, like precious balm, not 

to break your heads, but to revive, and wake you 

Out of a ſlumber, What though the Chyrurgion 

be blamed at firſt , for being cruel, in ſearching 

to the bottom of a wound ; yet he aims at no- 

thing, but the healing and recevering his que= 

rulous patient. The good Samaritan in the Go- 

{pcl, did not only pour in Oyl into the gaſhes of 

the wounded man, to ſupple them, but Wine 

too, which is ofa ſearching nature, to make 

them ſmart. And ſuch dealing in the cloſe, I 

hope will rather merit your gratitude, then 

your frowns. He that rebaketh a man, afterwards 

ſhall find more favour, then he that flatterereth Fe9v- % 
with his tongue. Could I but diſ-intanglc, and 73: 
expedite you out of thoſe Meanders and .Laby- 
rinths, wherein you have loſt your ſelves: Could 

I but fatisfie your doubts, or rather ſcruples, 
wherewith you perplex your ſelves, and the 
Church : I ſhould glory more in ſuch an achiev- 

ment, then Ceſar did in all his Trophies. How- 

ever, though I fail, 'tis ſomething to enterpriſe 1,1 ,g. 
ſuch an Heroical a&t,though his chair is in Hea- cium, oliud 


' ven, that can accomplith it, Who knows but finir: 4liud 


that little David may do more execution with ©% 9liud 
his ſling, then better champions with their com- **** 
pleat Artillery? Why may not a child lead thoſe 
Leopards, and Lyons, which have cſcaped from 

the greateſt Gyants? having more confidence 
thercfore in the propitious influence of Gods Spi- 

rit, & the goodnels of the cauſe, then in my own 
ſtrength, / ſhall endeavour to rebate the edge of 

thoſe diſcouragements whichyou objed to your 

(clf; and lay thoſe Goblins wherewith you are 
affrighted; And then,by an hearty Pareneſis ac- 
_Bz companied 
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companied with the beſt motives 1 can find, in- , 


terwoven throughout, which is primam 71 znten- 
2:one.T ſhall exciteyou to girdon your Sword 
«pon your thigh(I mean that of the Spirit )and to 
rige ou proſperouſly, in the peaceable works of 
he miniſtry, Jt I mcet with the fate of Recon- 
cilers {#1 drpe]te52ey xrrivorrm) who arc beaten on 
both fades , 1 ſhall 2cquieſce in thisz that nci- 
ther the Gale of preferment, nor the defire of 
Ambition, did every carry on, - or leaven this 
undertaking. Therefore only having on the 
breaft-plate of righteouſneſs, and wing'd with 
the integrity of Conſcience, I ſhall venture 
through the throngs of calumnies and detraQi- 


Laert. in ons which thall haunt mc-in my way 3 and fay 
vita Al- with Antiſtbenes to railing Plato, This x to re- 


tifhenes, ſemble Kings ; to do well, 
Þ. 3&7. 4 


yet to [uffer reproach 
for ones labour, 
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CHAP. II. 


The height of the Biſhops, mo reaſon to 
keep you from Conformity. 


Ou ſay the Biſhops are lofty, and enemies te 
godlineſs. Take heed Sirs, leaſt whilſt ye Rom.3. 8, 
ſpeak againſt Swearing, ye be puilty of Bleſpbe- : 
my. And whilk ye abhor Idols, ye commit Rom.2'2: 
Sacriledge,in ſpeaking evil of dignities,and plun- 
dering the Ark of its moſt precious Jewels, by 
taining the Honor, and ſallying the names of 
thoſe that ſupport it. Methinks you ſhould 
tremble at that expeſtulation of the Lord with _. Y 
Aaron and Miriam ; were ye not afraid to ſpeak, 
againſt my Servant Moſes ? Now Moſes, was Deut.z 3.5 
not only King in Feſurun, but a Prieft too as Naz. orat. 
well as Aaron, Pſal. 95. 6. "Ig6s xoius dxporagy 3G. 
Nay, Philo Fudexs in the life of Moſes, calls ems 
him a King, a Law-giver, and an High-Prieſt, ater 
T hope you will allow Fathers ſome prehemi- ' 
nence above their Children : Such: as rulc and 
are commiſſionated with Juriſdiction, beyond 
thoſe that muſt imperate capeſſere, obey their 
juſt commands, or as Ignatius expreſſeth Bdbeſ; 
it, Zurrghxcom mi 77 moms nity , conform, .g, 
themſelves to the judgment and diſcretion of 
the Biſhops. Should theſe Fathers expoſe their 
Perſons and Power unto contempt, by ren- 
dering either of them (by too much familiarity) 
cheap and common; this would rather betray 
and proſtitute, then grace and. illulirate a 
7s | am 1 cal- 
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callingzthis would alſo make us toopragmatical 
and ſaucy, inftead of paying that juſt tribute 
of duty, and reverence, which is their heredi- 

tary right, and inſeparable prerogative. You 
will not call it pride, but a neceſlary majcftick- 

fiate in the Mejor and 4/dermen of the City , 

if they do not play at Feot-ball with theAppren- 

fices in the fireets. Nor will you ſay a School- 

Maſter is ambitious , but diſcreet, if he keep a 
diſtance with his Scholars, and forbear to play 
with their Cherry-ſtenes. And mult thoſe that 
are in the high places of the Church, be 
branded with pride, if they do not preſently 
degrade themſelves, and abandon all badges of 
ſuperiority, wherwith they arc inveſted by God, 
and the King ? And difſtinguifh'd from thoſe 
that are minoram gentium, or have their Pro- 
vincein the Valleys? As a General on whoſe 
life the welfare of an Army depends, muſt not 


Ia the liſe bc prodigal of his own ſafety. He in Plutarch, 


of Pelopi« 
das, 


Pluterch, 
Þ- $23* 


IbAch uy 


& ani, 
PhiloJude. 


d opifi:is 


ſaid he was aſhamed, that he ſhould come into 
ſo much danger, as that a dart ſhould fall near 


Him - This was not cowardiſe, but a couragi- 


ous prudence. Lyſander did but diſgrace him- 
ſelf, and prejudice the Grecians, by running 
his head againſi the walls of Alzarte « So the 
impairing of the Biſhops power and leflening 
their honour, is nothing elſe, but our loſs; 1f 
tbe whole body were a eye, where were the bear- 
zng? and if a namerous Army ſhould confiſt al- 
together of Commanders, or haye none at all, 
what aconfufed rout would it prove to be ? 
Like a multitude of ciphers, without any Nu- 
merical letter before them. Juſt ſo the Church 
would be but a rude mals;if there were no _ 
ecrs 
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ſeers to put it into ſome comly ſhape , and aw- 

ful poſture : A paralytick body, if without 

nerves, to convey the ſpirits, and keep the 

parts together. 1 rcad- of no creatures in the 

whole yolumn of nature,but they are headed 

with ſome imperial Leaders, under whoſe con- 

duct they are marſhal'd, and repay them with 

an obſcquious admiration, and a deveut kind 

of trembling; except the Locxfts 3 And theſe p,,, 

indeed, Solomon ſayes have no King, I pre> az, 

ſume, you have read, who thoſe were, that did 

much reſemble them, What have Chriſtians to 

do ((aid they with an impudent mouth ) with 

Kings ? et quid Epiſcopis cum palatio ? 

do Biſhops live in ceiled houſes, and build their 

neſts on high ? If any of you are ignorant who 

theſe were, I'le inform you ; They were the 

furious and faQtious diſciples of Donatns, And if 

you-have(perhaps)ſome kinder reſcntments,for 

theſe more innocent Hereticks, Can you chuſe 

but quake, to ſee your ewn faces in the mir- 

rour of thole——— that durſt expoſtulate with 

Moſes and Aaron, juſtas ye do, Wherefore ds 

| yelift np your ſelves above the Congregation of the Numb. 16. 

8 Lord ? Takc heed, left whilſt you diſdain to 3 

draw in the ſame yoke with us, you be guilty 

, | of a worſe Syncretiſm, in being conformable to 

| Core,and his companyzis not this to act the part ,,,__.. 
of curſed Cham over again ? Are not theſe ma- flnoks 

lignant looks upon- your Governours, the re- quanto ms- 

licks of Adams afpiring Ambition/a ſpice of that 8s 

lawleſs Lawin your members, and a tang of "i 


i >». 1 © 


3% 


vE Wo _ BB © . Fw. BE A. , 


" = > 5 47 


atura 10n- 


that ſcornfulneſs, which fell from heayca with nr TY 
the lapſed Angels. pon: 


gent. 
Of 9-74 


A per/waſpve to Conformity. 
. Ofall men, you have the lealt cauſe to draw 
up this black bill of inditment againit the Bi- 
ſhops3 it you would call togmind, with what 
condeſcention they have treated with you, in 
order to the ſatisfaction of your ſcruples; in 
what a fatherly and pathetical manner, they 
have intreated you to continue in your places 3 
untill they have not only wept in ſecret, but even 
in publick view z their tears have ſtarted out of 
theirehes: And do you thus requite them, O 
ingrateful men, and unwiſe ! 'Tis reported of 
Sylla, that whilſt he was venturing his lite, ih 
MAINS ſeveral Battels for the good of his Country , 
the life of at that very time his Wife was driven out of 
Sylle, Rome, his Houſes overthrown, and his Friends 
ſlain, Juſt ſo when theſe Wortkies lay under 
an unlucky Oftraciſm, tkey were contriving our 
good, and diſputing for our Religion. And when 
God, in a miraculous manner, raiſed up theſe 
dead bones, they were ſo far from vindictive 
paſſons, that ſo long as thete were any hopes of 
prevailing, they ceaſed not to beſeech and woe 
you,to partake in the harycſt of their indefatiga- 
ble labours,in a peaccable ſubmiſſion to theOrdi- 
nances of God :; As if they had tergot, who they 
were that voted their proſcription 3 and (with 
the Emperour)could remember all things,ſaving 
injuries, And are theſe ſo lofty as you repreſent 
them?Rub your owneyes, perhaps the fault may 
be rather in the Organ, then in the Object. 'Tis 
poflible, your apprehenſions of them, may ariſe 
from ſome predominant humour in ypur ſelves. 
As Diogenestrampled on Plato's bed 3 fed faſt 
majori; And the old Romans denominated Tar- 
guiniuproud, quiaRegios ejus faſtus,alii ſuperbid 
"nou 
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that they could not endure any Kingly Rate in 

their Monarch. To hear you to cry out of 0- 
ther mens pride,is all onezas to hear the Gracehz, 
complaining of ſedition,or to hear Catalixcall- 
ing Cetbegws, Fraitour. I pray tell me, why there 
are ſo many Heteroclites or Anamola in the 
Church; and who are they, walking without 
the compaſs of any rule; who they are, who 
have raiſed and fomented {gi many ſchifr$ and 
divifions amovgſt us, And I will cell you from 
the mouth of Saiat Paulin the general , from 
whence they ariſe;that is, from the fleſh. Wherc- 


as there is among you envying,ſtrife,divifions,are ye ? C0,3-3- 


not carnal ? Hooker goes a ltep further, and tells 
you in particular, that they ariſe from pride : 
Naming pride (fayes he) we name the Mother 
that brought them forth, and the 'nurſe that 
tcedeth;them.lIt is not enough(as he goes on) to 
make ſhew of a demure humility : for a foul ſcar 
may be covered with a fair cloth ; And ſuch as 
are as proud as Lucifer,may be in outward ap- 
pearance lowly. 

Give me leave to give an inſtance of my own 
experience z aud that's a very convincing Mi- 
{ireſs. I was once tempted to go to the Tryars 3 
then whom, neyer was 7#1&Go of men mbre 
high, ſcornful, overlooking, and brow-beating 
their poor clients: As if we had ſcarce been made 
out of the ſame mettal with themſelves : As it 


they had been the onlySeraphick, and Angelical Nuamb.:;, 


Doctors z but we, a company of lumpiſh, and 
phlegmatick pedants, poor Graſhoppers, ſcarce 
worthy to come into their preſence. And it we 


did (03 which wasnot catic without long at- 
tendance 
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tendance; what diſtances did we keep? How if 
were we fain to obſerve their eminencics? And | 


look, what informers, and confederates, they 
bad in the Country 3; theſe were alſo bluwn up 
with the ſarne clation of ſpirit ; ſo that 'tis calic 
to gueſs what humble,and meck ſpirited men we 
ſhould have met withall , had Gods anger fill 
continued us under your yoke. It was but time 
for ſuch conceited Rabbics , :and firutting 
Mountebanks to diſappear, who by ſoaring too 
high, had put out their own cyes3 and to leave 
their uſurped charges, to more ſober, and bex- 
ter poyſed Rephaels. And though ſome of them 
are naturally alive; yet becauſe I hope mine eyes 
ſhall never (ce them again in that capacity, I 
(hall write out the ſame Epitaph for chem, as 
the Hyftorian (ct upon Nero, Sus imma- 
nitas, ſua ſuperbia,Cervicibus publicis depulere, 

And fince I would fain thaw your congealed 


hearts and melt them into a better opinion of 


theſe reverend Fathers, which now fit at 
the ſtern, .Confider I beſcech you (though 'tis 
common with you to reproach them with Po- 
pery ) that we are indebted unto them (next 


unto God, and the King)for the free exerciſe of 


that rcformed Religion which we profeſs : For 
as their Predeceflors have been the beſt Champi- 
ons,and the mefi impregnable Bulworks againſt 
the Romiſh cmiſſaricsz fo they themſelves (to 
ſhew they are no degenerate off: ſpring )have of 
late ftoed in the gap againk the incurſions of the 
fame aſſailants, Give me leave to refreſh your 
memories with matter of fa& 3 for T fear they 

arc too ſlippery to retain, what docs {o evident- 


ly, ſo jukly redound to their immortal honour 3 


and 
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and when I have done, for ſhame, tell the 

no more that they arc antichriſtian, when you 
have a purpoſe to dreſs them up in ſach barba» 
rous skins, that they may with the more caſe, 
fall a ſacrifice to their fury. 

When in a ſ:{lion of this very Parliament, it 
was urged with no ſmall vehemency , backed 
with the interceſſions and intereſts of great 
perſonages---=--- that the Roman-Cathbolick 
Religion, might be freely tolerated in theſeDa- 
minions, (and if the Serpent had thus wound in 
his head,it is caſie to divine what would follow) 
when ſome began to warp, others to flagger, 
and ſome Bernabas's had like to have been car- 
ried away with this torrent 3 as if they thought 
it but reaſonable, that ſuch as had been men of 
fidelity and courage heretofore, ſhould now re- 
ceive this donative, and reap this harveſt of a 
Toleration. Then ſtood up theſe Phinehas's, and 
partly by their obſecrations to his ſacred Maje- 
ſty,partly by their convincing and nervous argu- 
ments in publick , they daſhed this coccatrice, 
when it was ready to peep out of the ſhell. Thus 
did theſe Heroes obviate and fruſtrate this black 
but plauſible deſign. Ringantur ! Rumpantwur | 
let their enemies ſwell with their own poyloen, 
until like F#das they burſt aſunder : Let Shimez 
and Rabfpeketh raile, Theſe Angels of the Chur- 
ches will not turn aſide out of the way of truth 
but will till goon aſſerting the ancient, and 
Catholick doGrines againſt thoſe that oppoſe 
them. Theſe Stars are fixt in their Orbs (aot 
erratical or falling) keeping theis direct and 
even motions , Bark who will at their conltant 
regularity : and in ſo doing, may they ever be 


kept 
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kept 14 Gods right bend 4 mey their bo 
Get1,49. "abide iu ſtrength, and the hands of their Arm 
*Þ*4 "he made ftrong, by the hands of the mighty God of 
Jacob : Though the Archers have ſorely prie ved 
Numb. 22, them, ſhot at them, and bated them ; Though Ba- 
is. Iak would give them his houſe full of Silver and 
Gold, may they never go beyond the word o 
the Lord their God, todo leſs or more. Let 
their reſolution, be that of ſtout Melantion, to 
the Prince of Haſia's Ambaſadour, offering 
Camerari- Prolix promiſes, if he would eſpouſe his ma- 
udin vita fters controverfies, ſaying, No earthly things, 
Melantt, ſhould ever alter bis parpoſe, int what be was al- 
Þ. 11% ready ſatisfied, 


has 
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CHAP. III. 


Animadverfions upon ſome paſſages in « 
| Book Intituled Solomons preſcrip- 
tion for removing the Peſtilence. 


Have read a Treatiſe of yours, called Solo- 
ng preſcription for removing the Peſtilence, 
I call it yours , becauſe the Author profeſſes 
himſelf ane of your number ; and he ſeerns to 
expre(s the ſcrice of your aggregate body. Like 
a Phyſitian of value, heſcarcheth into the cauſes 
procuring the Plague ; and to that end, he 
muſters up a black catalegue of---Swearing, 
Drankenneſs, Vucleanneſs, Pride, which I will 
freely grant, and with a ſad heart, confeſs, are 
coo rife in our dayes : Yet I abhor that impu-» 
tation of unfaithfulneſs, which he charges upon 
us in that Book, who coatinue in the cxcrciſe 
of our callings,asif we did not open our mouthes 
againſt ſome of thoſe fins, in our Sermons 3 and 
ſo by our traiterous and filent connivance 
they are incouraged and gather ſtrength. Tt is 
time the Land ſhould vomit us forth ; if we 
were ſuch Pandours and Brokers for fin , if we 
ſow ſuch pillows under ſinners elbows, or dawbe 
writh ſuch uatempered morter, Sirs, leave this 
& ick of firenuous calumnics 3 to the intent, ſore 
ſpots of dirt may at leaſt ſtick upon your Bres« 
threw. T ſay the truth in Chriſt, I lye xot , my 
Conſcience alſo bearing me witneſs; we defire (maa- 


ny of us j#9 ſpend, «nd 20 be ſpent,ix telling Iracl 
C e 
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of her ſins, and Judah of ber tranſgreſſions. 


Net - 
ther does this Author ſhew himſclt an Interpre- 
ter, one of a thouſand, declaring the whole coun - 


ſel of Gea : For he deals very partially, con- 
ecrning. the. integral and adxquatc cauſes 
of the 7; Peltilence: There were other fins 
which Aoutd have been enumerated in this 
caſe, had they not becn in the other cnd of the 
wallet 3 as Perjury i violating the Oaths of God, 
Allegiaice, Supremacy, and that of Canonical 
Obediente , Bloodſhed , Cenſorious condemning 
and traducing one vnother, Schiſm and Rebellion ; 
which bavea mol dirct mfivence and cauſa- 
lity upon the Plague ; Are thcſe fins of the 
growth ol ſome torraign Countries? Had you 
conlulted Scripturc Oracles, theſe plump A- 
malekites, theſc Agag-fins ſhould have been 
Who? A forth, and fallen a Sacrihice, in order 
to the appcaliig the. wrath of Gcd, and 'remo- 
ving the Pcſtilence: For my own part, T never 
look We ſhould be free trom this, or (ume other 
Plague, - untill without palliativg, ſhitting, re- 
ſerying, and mincing eur darling fins, we can 
all takc- ſhane and LY to Our ſaves; It we 
{tl think to hide. the dctorniced brats, theſe 
ſtinging Scorpions in Gur gwn boſomes,(as that 
Lacedemonian did the Fox he had ſtolen, for fear 
ot diſcovering, ) thcy will ncver lcave gnawing 
at our very bowcl-. It, 1s but a pernicious and 
dcfperare modeſiy , to cover thole vipers 
which atlaſt will ſuck- our very hcart blood, 

But to go on with our Author : He tclls us at 
Jong- ruuning (which is the {cope of. the whole 
Look what 15 the principal cauſe of the Plague; 

and that is, his a4 yeur-alence 3 or, your not 

Preaching 


\ 


me 
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Preaching the Goſpel: The more ſhame for 
you then, that you will not open your mouthes. 
in Praycr and Preaching, to deliver us from 
ſuch a judgment : Youare worle thea Creſus 
his Son 3 for though he was born dumb, yet ſee- 
ing/ one about to kill his Father, he burſt the 
ltrings of his tongue, and crycd out, will ye kilb 
my Father ? yet you can (ee your Brethren tall 
by thouſands, and never go about to break your 
obftinate Ulence3 nor throw away thoſe 
with's, (as Sampſon did when the Phzlijtines 
were upon him) wherewith ye have bound up 
your own tongues. 

Well ! give me leave to tell you what Chriſt 
ſaid to his drowhtic Diſciples, Faſt, Pray, Preach 
hereafter, leſt ye your ſclves be ſwallowed 
up by this, or ſome other Plague, 

1 but ſay you, the tault i5 not in us, but in 
the Government 3 and that we may not be in 
fuſpence, what is your meaning , this Author 
charges all upon the Biſhops. p«ge 62.-=*-this 
is plain dealing. But why upon the Biſhops £ 
Mult they be our ſcape-Goat, to carry all our fins 
on their backs ? or multi they be our wSzppant, 
a luſtration,or expiativn, for thoſe curſes which 
are due unto us all? Can they make and im- 
poſe Laws ? Were the Licurgy, Canons, and 
other decrees eſtabliſhed by their. Authority a= 
lone ? Do not we own the King Supream upon 
earth? Have not the Laws the (uperſcription 
and Ramp of his Royal Afﬀent ? Are they not 
the product ' not as your Covenant ; ot a part, 
but the whole Parliament, King, Lords and 
Commons ? And yet by a wiltul kind of Sopht- 


{try you are till caſting all the Odi#m (as you 
by, 1+ 


| -4 perſwaſove to Conformity. | 
intend it ) upon the Biſhops ; who are but the 


He». 3-2+ Truſtees, to ec the exccution af thoſe: Laws, 


Therefore as Moſes was faithfull to him that ap» 

ointed him, in all things concerning the Lord's 
Honſe;, fſothule Azrons muſt be men of fidelity, 
1 diſcharging that truſt, which is repoſed in 
them, by the fuprcam Authority of this King- 
dome, concerning the affairs of the Church, 
according to the pattern which they have re- 
ccived in the Mount 3 I mean, from the Legi- 
ſfative power of the Land. Indced ſhould they 
coyn Articles of Faith (like that Romiſh Dia» 
tor) and impolc them upon the Church , then 
there werejuſt cauſe of complaint, But whilſt 
(like Ahaſuerws) they only inquire, what they 
may ao according #0 law, to thoſe that break the 
Commands of the Kingztake heed,leſt whilſt yon 
level your darts at them, you hit the Throne. 


77 7 do you impute the Plague unto the 


Biſbops? Doth this (avour of a Chriſtian ſpirit? 
I had thought, that in general calamitics, eve- 
ry man ſhould have laid his hauds upon his own 
heart, and ſuſpe&t himſelf to'be that Acher 
that troubles the Camp, that Fonab which occa- 
ons the ſtormzand lay with the Apoſtles(though 
innocent) Maſter, 5 it 1? And not like $olo- 
mons Harlot, wipe oxr mouths, or with guilty 
Ahab, lay the fault of troubling Iſrael, on good 
Elijah. Will you ſiill be the worſer fort of 
Conformiſts, reſembling the murnauring /ſree- 
lites ifany thing went amiſs with-them ? It 
they wanted watcr, or meat for their luſts, 
then Moſes was in all the fault, in bringing 
them from the fleth-pots of Egypt. Will you 
aceds contormyour ſclycs to thote idolaters,that 

| looked 
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looked upon them that reclaim'd them from offe= 
rig incenſe to the Queen of Heaven, to be the 
cauſe of the Sword, and Famine ? or tholc Heas» 
thens, that ſcnt the Chriſtians to the Lyens, it 
Nilwdid not (well high enough, to make their 
fields fruitful,or if theirLegions miſcarricd in the 
Ficld. So unhappy are our Fathers, it their 
teeth muſt be ſet on edzey as oft as the people eat 
ſour Grapes, This will make their backs crack, 
(though made of eel ) if every mans burthen 
muſt be laid on their ſhoulders 3 they arc objects 
of pity, rather then envy, if our faults mult be 
whipt on them, and they mult be piacular ob- 
lations for us, Good Sirs ! lcarn more candour, 
morality, juſtice, and charity hercafier, and 
ſee that ye ſpeakevery man the truth to his neigh- 
bowr, See of you have io blackencd thele re- 
verend Fathers, and put them into ſuch a range 
and monſtruous dreſs, by calling them the 
Members of the great Whore, of the Beaſt of Ba 
bylon, Idolaters, Hiters of God,and Godlineſs the 
verymyſtery of iniquity,and thoſe principalities,end 
powers, which Chriſt came to caſt down, or as this 
Scribe docs more then infinuate, page 53. 
Efteeming Ceremonies above Souls , Thatl 
darc boldly aver, that (ome of the {cduced 
Herd, who are ignorant of their Integrity, 
eare of the Charches, bounty, publick ſpirise, 
Picty, and Loyalty, do ſcarce believe them 
to be men , orif (ſo, yet, that they are 
ſome terrible Cannibals, that came out of 
ſome range Land. ] was ( not long tince} 
delir'd to Preach to a Congregation, that had 
been inſtructed by one of your (clves. A 
i C3 Gentle 
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Gentleman told a Country-man there after 
Sermon, that his Son was an hopeful youth, 
and might in time be a Biſhop: The man 
ſtartled preſently with fear, or indignation, 1 
kaow not whether, ſaying, God-torbid 
that ever my Cluld ſhould be a Biſhop. Sure 
this man thought his Child ſhould be trans- 
formed into ſome ſtrange ſhape . aave been 
converted into an Egyptian Mammaluke , or 
paid as a tribute-Child to the Grand Signtior, 
and ſo have been brought up in the Mabametan 
Religion, and made a Zanizary to that Em- 
perour. Thus the (pies, to the intent they might 
diſgrace the Land of Canaun, ſaid, The Land 
did eat up the Inhabitants thereof, And in our 
remembrance, even at the bcgiuning of theſe 
late times, forne maliciousPoets told the World, 
that the Royalilis cat up Children, and train'd 
their Horſcs under ground, &c, Can ſuch wea- 
pons proſper, as are ſharpned at the Forges of 


ſucceſs, that go dewn into Egypt for help? Cut 
ting and Jancing with lyes, as with ſharp Ra- 
70rs ; [s thereno way to undermine the ſa- 
cred order of Biſhops, but by digging as low as 
Hell; in flandering thc tootticps, and traducing 
the Perſons and Governmicnt of thoſe fer- 
vantsofthe Lord, of whoin this treacherous 
Worid is not worthy. It this be your zeal, it 
never came down from Heavens but it i5sa 
meer work of the ficth; itis ſucha zeal (quo 
nunquam arſit Elias) which nevcr inflamed 
the hearts of Gods faitiitul ſervants, ' There 
were juli ſuch zealots indeed ini Fer»ſalem 
| d 
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a little bcftore its Conqueſt by the Romans: 
And I wiſh you may not ſhew your fclycs 
to be their off-ſpring, and fo become as 


ominous to us, 1n ringing the kncll of our 
Native Country. 
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CHAP. Iv: 


Subordination of Presbyters to Biſhops : 


and the Honorary Title of Lords gi- 
ver to the Biſhops, are no juſt 
impediments to Conformity. 


Ou are not alittle troubled,. that you muſt 
truckle under Bifhops : Nor will you own 
any ſuch diftin&ion betwixt you and them. 
Whence this ariſeth (as to the ſublimity of 
your ſpirits ) I have touched upon before. I 
deſire ſtill to be ſerviceable unto you, by re- 
moving and diſfpelling ſuch clouds, which in- 
terpoſe their groſs bodics betwixt you and us. 
It is not my bufineſs to difpate this Polemical 
Articleat large, which my betters have done 
ſo fully, that there is nothing to be gleancd aft- 
ter them : What can be do that comes after the 
Ring? Their Arguments ſtand like a firm 
Mountain againſt the popping ſquibs of all 
Arriuſ's Diſciples. Only let me rcaſon with 
youn a word or too, according to my own ob- 
ſervation, and reading, Was not Aaron above 
the Priefts, Levites, Nethendus ? Were there 
not Archiflemines amongſt the Romans, by the 
very light of nature ? Were net the Diſciples 
(think ye) inferiour to the Apoſtles ? Were 
not the Miniſters in Epbeſus and Creet, ſubor- 
dinate to Timothy and Titxs ? What think you 
of the ſuperintendants in the Lutheran Chur- 
ches, ofrhe leading Presbyters in Geneva, an 
cre 
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here at home 7 Did they go ſs equally, hand in 
hand with their Brethren, without advance- 


ing one ſtep before them ? Neither do the Bi- waits 


| ey dra 
(ſhops challenge any preheminence above you Philo Ju- 


on of the Sacraments; but only as to Ads of —_4 


or uSin Preaching [the Goſpel, or adminiſtrati- 


Juriſdiction and Ordination; And what or- 
der would be in the Church without theſe ? 
As for the Hyſtory of the Church 3 that there 
was ſuch a diſtintion (if my Books be Authen- 
tick) even in the pureſt times, I am abundant- 
ly confirm'd. And it hath been the ſubjeR of 
my admiration ; that thoſe amongſt you, who 
have more then ordinary familiarity with anti- 
quity, ſhould yet boggle at this conccſhen, It 
you would permit me to be your remem- 
brancer I would lay before you theſe few Teſii- 
monies. 


Ignatius ad Magneſ. p. 45. 
Tertnl, de Baptiſmo.p, 286; 
Cle. Alexand. Stroma.6.p, 667. 
Cyrilles p. 209. 
Auſtin de Civit dei, lib.2 2. cap. Þ8. 
Ferom ad Evagrium & Heliodorum) 
vindicated from the exceptions of 
Bloxdel and Salmaſins, by that 
* uaxzpirs Dr Hammond. 


Calvin, Beza, with other modern writers of 
great credit, who are commonly look'd upon as 


adverſaries to Epiſcopacy z yet ſpeak moſi ſoftly 


and favourably of che Engliſh Biſhops. 


But could you ſubmit to the Biſhops as your 
Su- 
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Saperiours , yet you will by no means admit of 
their Titles of Lords; This1s ( ay ſome of yow 
taking Gods name in vain, in pcrverting the 
genuine fen(e of Scripture) to Lord it over the 
Lords Heritage « This is expreily contrary to 
Gods command., telling his Apofiles that it 
ſhould wot beſo amongſt them. Yet methinks , 
it we can agree in the main, concerning a gra- 
dation, ſ#b & ſupra, in the Church, we ſhould 
not difterabout a word : Efpccially fiace the 
Authority, and divine right of Scripture, is not 
hcrein pretended, but only the indulgence of 
Princes. - He that makes others Knights and 
Earls, -hath the ſame power ſure, to make thele 
Lords, But (ce your own unhappineſs again, 
whiltt you fling at the Mitre,you hit the Crown, 
and picrce the purple Robe: As much as-in you 
lies, you abridg the Kings prerogative, mm con+- 
terring Titles ef Honour upon whom he pleaſcs, 
unlc(s your ({uffrages be 'firk procur'd. The 
fountain of Honour muſt be dryed up, rather 
then empty it (elf into any Rivulets, but where 
you ſhall dire& them. How came that very 
fame ſpirit of contradiQion.into you, which was 
in thoſe.male-contents.of Scorland? It the King 
there, either went an Hunting, or kept a Fealtt- 
val day, without their approbation, preſently 
the Pulpits muſt ring wich Anathema's again{i 
him. Ifthoſe that are eminent in the ſtudies of 
the Laws, or men of ;heroical and valiant at- 
chicvments in war, ,;be dignified-with the chap- 
I«t of Honor, they wilt .p:rmit. them':to wear 
thoſe Crawns, which they : have purchaſed+ by 
their ows merits : But if thoſe that excel in the 
ſtudy of divine learning; by their Princes "_ 
: c 
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be accordingly advanc't\, -what ſquint eyes are 


caſt upon them ? :then you grudg with Judas, 


at this expence of princely bounty, and are 4s 


tar from congratulating their preferment, as 
you are from equalling their endowments, The pg Anus 
very Heathens thought their Prietts capable of Rex id-m 
being Kings; fo that both offices met in the hominun, 
{ame perſon, And Solomon accountcd it no di- mo 
(paragement, that he was 5 Eccleſiaſtes, The Pu 
Preacher in Feruſalem. How many great Prin- 
ces arc there in the World at this day, who are 
Biſhops by their callings 7 Yet you are more 
viol-nt agaiuti the innocent Rochets of reform- 
cd Biſhops, then at the Caps of Rowifh Cardi- 
nals, though ot a fanguine complexion : Were 
they all Prejrer-Jobn's, they would not be fo 
much expoſed to your anger, 

When a S2racen King came tothe Court of French | 
France, with an intent to turn Chrittian ;he was Porynn 

- , the life of 

{o mucin icandalizd at the poor and ragg:d Charle... 
condition of the Kings Chaplazns, that he went maign 
away as very an Heathen as7Gme;,, The beſt 
ChriſtianEmperours thought it a moſt compen=« 
dious way, to make Religion to flouriſh by 
oracing and crediting Bithops, Conſtantine (et * 
them at his own Table; and wherever he went, xyſes x. 
they were his companivns, Theodofins and Va- 1:7, 
lentinian ſhew'd the fame reſpect to thoſe that Cracan- 
were moſt eminent in the- Church, No man ral . 
more welcom toſthem,then theBiſhop of M:Haze. Conflan.. | 
Nay, to gain the more reſpect among the peo- tine, p.44. 
ple, many controverkics 'twixt men , and men, &c. 
were devolv'd'to their decifion: And it was law- my | 
fa], even to appeal from the Emperour to the Zin a 
Bithop : May not this be the reaſon, that the ,,, 
Scriptures 
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Scriptures adorn them with ſuch tranſcendent 
Names', Embaſſadours of Chriſt, Stewards of 
the myſteries .of God, Rulers of Gods Family, 
Stars, Angels, Gods? yet we arc (o infatuated 
with ignorance, or diftorted with malice, that 
we cant neither ſce the advantages which ac» 
crews to the Church by their advancement,nor 
percei ve how this tends to our own bencht 
and renown. Is it not for our good that they 
fit in Parliament? That they are vigilant 
and provident therc, as our Repreſentatives, 
both to prevent what may be prejudicial to us, 
and alſo to interpoſe and move in our behalf : Is 
it not for our honour, that they are thus exal- 
ted, who were taken out of our felves? May 
not this fhicld off ſome of that con- 
tempt, which the people arc apt to caſt upon 
us #f andif we beinjur'd, and oppreſs'd, is it 
not for a conſolation , that we have (ſuch heads 
of- our Tribes, ſuch Fathers of our Family, 
into whoſe boſome we may empty our com- 
plaints, who will bc as rcady to relcive as to 
hearus. And ifour grievances arc above the 
ſphere of their own aRivity, yet they can appeal 
to higher authoritiesz when ſuch little ones as 
we are, can ſcarce be admitted. | 

For all this you cannot digelt their Titles of 
Lords ; This favours (ſay you) teo much of a 
temporary Kingdom upon earth, which our Sa- 
viour does upon all occafions renounce; This is to 
bear rule like the Princes of theGentiles, Thus you 
run away with this Text like Lapwings with 
ſhells upon your heads, as if 'twere not poſlible 
toovertake you, And you think your fclves {0 
dceply intrench't in the authoriry of this Scrip- 
rure, 


" cauſe the Scripture ſayes 
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ture, as ifit were impoſſible to beat you out of 

this fortreſs:yet lets ſpend ſome ſecond thoughts 

upon itz and ſearch it witha narrower eyc; 

'Tis truc, our Saviour prohibits all «ffecation 

of honour among his Apoſtles, he would not 

have them ftrive after greatneſsz but to be ſer 

viceable to the meancſt, that they may win all 

forts of perſons, by their humility. Dominetis 

interdicitur, judicitur miniſtratio, They 

muſt xot hunt after dominion, but like the An* 

gels they muſt be miniſtring Spirits, Yet that 

there ſhould be no prerogative and prehemi- 

nence one above another, this is not forbidden 

at all in that place. Indeed Chriſt would not 

have his Apoſtles to have any violent, or compul- 
five juriſdiction over their Brethren in cxcr- 

ciling the power of the Sword : He would have 

them te leave that to temporal Princes. Theres 

fore 'tis ſaid, it ſhall ot be ſo ameng you, that is, 

as it,is with civIl Magiſtrates, Princes of theGen- 

tiles, puniſhing offenders with corporal ſtripes. 

Audiccordingly our Biſhops! meddle not with 

caiminal matters; but as I am inform'd, they go 
forth of the Parliament houſe, when ſentence 

of dcath is pronounced againit Malcfa- 

Qours. 

You might as well conclude that xo men 
ſhould be called Meafters, Fatbers, Lords, bc- 
Be 102 called Ma- 
fters,,— Call noman Farhes upon Earth; —— 
There ia but one Lord Jeſus Chrift.But tbis word 
Lord, is taken in a latitude of interpretation; 
It carrics with it, reſpe& and ſuperiority. Re- 
becca did fo reſpect and reverence Abrabems 
{cryaut, that the laycs, drauk wy Lord: Sarah 

: called 
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1 King.18. called Abraham Lord. Elias a Prophet is fo 
2 King.2. Called —— my Lord Elias ſois E/izexs too. 
There is honour, nay double honour due to thoſe 
that wait at the Altar; therefore (methinks ) 
Ambroſms we may fignifie that honour in our exprelſions: 
> dig. Tf we muſt honoux them with our hearts, 
rec 3* why not with our lips ? fince Nibil ſublimius 
Epiſcopis, Na calling is more ſublime then that 
Biſhop of the Biſhaps. I conclude this return with 
Bilſon,of the very. words of that excellent Biſhop of 1F:# - 
the perpe. cheſter ;God 1s my witneſs, Iſmooth no mans pride, 
tual Go- T ſeek, no mans favour ;, Tread as fincerely. as my 
+ ——_ ſimple learning will ſuffer me, | ſee no reaſon why 
Church, #7 ſnowld trouble any godly. mind, to hear a Biſhop 
p.63, called by that name, with which Saint Peter wil- 
leth every woman to hoxour her Husband, 
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CHAP. V. 


An Anſwer to that popular clamonr- -- 
Godly meetings are difturb'd, and 
Papiſts favour 4. 


T is no {mal} rub in your way, to hinder your 

advance towards us, and does not a little open 
your mouthes againit your Governours, that 
you cannot be quiet, in your private mectings, 
but you arc ferreted and difturb'd by the ſecu- 
lar power 3 ſo that Papifts, and drunkards, are 
not ſo, narrowly oblcrved in their cxtrava- 
Pancies, as you arce-in the true worſhip of 
God. 

Ad populum Pha'eras | This Tepick does 
you much ſervice > whereby you per{wade the 
credulous multitude that you ſuffer a great deal 
ot wrong 3 - this is oppreliion and perſecution in 
grain, What muſt godly, fobcr, contcionable 
Miniticrs be more (&vercly dealt withal , then 
thoſe that fing Dirges, and ſay Maſs? Then 
thoſe that flock to thoſe {cminarics of miſde- 
meanours, Alchouſes and Taverns? Far be it 
from me; from) being patron or advocate for et- 
ther of theſe , better my tongue thould cleave 
to the root of my mouth.. Yet comparatively, 
and x7 7i-compoſe your countenances, untill I 
come fo a full period ) I mean, in point of obe- 
dicnce. to Government, and fo in reſpect ot 
Publick peace, and tranquility., ] wiſh it may 


not bc txuiy faid, that thete very perions 2gaintt 
W101 
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* whom you ſo bitterly declaim, and ſharpen all 
your invecives, overwhelming them with 
ſhowrs of ſtones from your flings, as if none 
were ſinners but they, were not leſs dangerous 
to the welfare of the Kingdom, then thoſe re- 
pated Godly men, who with a fullen kind of 
ſobricty (like him in the HyRorian,) go about 
to deftroy the commen wealth ? Sober men did 
Tcall them? Then who are thoſe pernicious 
drunkards, of whom the Prophet ſpeaks z who 
are drunk, but not with wine : Drunk with ma- 
lice and revenge, and drench'din ſuch furious 
paſſions, that like Ez they belch forth nothing 
but flames, There are ſome unclean ſpirits that 
walk in dry places, Matth. 12, 43. Now if 
ſpiritual ſins are worſer then carnal,as partaking 
more of the will and the whole foul , certainly 
this drunkenneſs which throws fire-brands into 
the roof of Government, and longs to wallow 
in the aſhes of a Kingdom,is worſe then his that 
rowles in his own vomit: This degrades us below 
bruit beaſts 3 and that equals us to the very de- 
vils : This hath more ſcandal before men but 
that hath more guilt in the ſight of Ged, Such 
as theſe may in time be brought to repentance, 
but thoſe are commonly hardned in their impi- 
ety : that as Chriſt told the Preifts and Elders, 
that Pabliceaxs and Haylots ſhould go. into the 
Kingdom of Heaven before them 3 ſo 'tis caber 
to teach theſe prophane wretches, their duty t© 

| w*@thcir Prince, and- convince them of their ex- 
orbitant carriage, then it 15 to turn thoſe about, 
whoſe webs are finer ſpun, and their fardels 
wraptupin Elzah's Mantle, / hope you will 


not call this pleading for Baal, and arguing for 
dc- 
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debauchery, no more then Saint James pleaded 
for Devils, when he faycs they beleive and 
tremdle 3 or our Saviour, tor Hcatheniſm, when 
he prefers the condition of Tyre and 8:04, be- 
fore thaty of Chorazin , and Bethſaida. A Scr< 
pent is a Serpent (till ; though in ſome recipe, 
that is, in looking to his hcad, he is the emblem 
of wiſdom, 

But as the Moralities of Pagans, and honeſt 
dealings of Twurks, do but aggravate the vices, 
and cheatings of Chriſtians, and will riſe up in 
judgment againit them; So that loyalty which 
13 in profane perſons, doth the more condenn 
that diſobedience, which is in men. profeſhing 
Religion. Are not you afhamed to violate the 
commands of Authority, when Swearers, and 
Drunkards are zcalous for them 3 and hercin 1t 
is, to wir, in what is good, that they delerve 
both favour and incouragement.T pray ſtudy Me- 
tapbyſiks better, and de not confound and jum- 
ble together the notions of thoſe things which 
ought to be diſtinguiſhed , abltracted, and (e- 
ver d one fromanotker, Theſe men are counte- 
nanc'd, tis true, as obedient ſubjeRs 3 bur not 
as Drunkards ; For ſ@ the Laws of the Land are 
ſevere againſt thera, if they were well exccuted, 
'Tis an arraud fallacy co conclude abſolutcly, 
and comprehenſively, when the premiſes are 
only to be underſtood of things in ſome particu- 
lar reſpe&s and conſiderations: Although I 
wilh from my heart, there were no need of ſuch 
logical acceptations; but that ſuch as were loyal 
heretofore, and do (till keep their integritys 
did not blaſt their own vertue, and, give the, 

D CAELNIES 
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enemies occaſion, by the looſeneſs of their lives, 
to traduce the goodneſs of their cauſe. 


Now as to your darling, private meetings, 
whereby you contront the publick cliablifh'd 


worſhip of God, and would make men believe, 


that God is ſerved only in your corners : That 
(as El:ah once ſpake unadviſcdly, and with 
too much oftentation ) you are /eft alonuremthat 
you are as a garden of Cucumbers—that our 
Templcs are profan'd with ſupcrſtition, 

Sirs, be not angry, if the {upream Magiſtrate 
have a jealous cyc upon your Afſemblics; as 
having paid dcar already tor the like method, 
and procecdings. Is there no cauſe tor him 10 
fear? leſt you ſhould hatch ſuch Harpy's as 
may in time devour him. And what neccſkty I 
pray of this ſchiſm # I can call it no befter, if 
he defin'd it a right, that ſaid, it was a cauſc- 
Iefs and cnipable feparation. Are not the gates 
of Ferulalem open? Why do you flock then 
(like the Diſciples of Feroboam ) to Dan, and 
Bethel ? Are there any ſnares upon Mizpheth ? 
or Nets ſpread upox Tabor? Are the waycs of 
Zion unoccupicd ? Are there any Lyons in the 
way to cauſe you to go thorow by-waycs? Are 
there any Cerinthus's, or Marrions, that you 
run out of our Aﬀemblics as Saint Joby did out 


of the Bath ?. Ts this to follow the directiontof 


Joh. 18, 20 


Chriſt, to preach trom the houſe top ? or is this 
to imitate his example, who ſpake openly to the 
World, and taught 1n the Synagegue, and in the 
Temple whither the Jews reſorted z and in ſecret 
he ſaid nothing. | Were there a Nero, or Diocleſi- 

«# at the helm, who ſhould threaten to mingle 


eur blood with» eur Sacrifices, it you had your 
Antes 
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Antelucana" and ſhould flock into cakes of the 

carth, to worſhipGod in Chrift T would com- 

mend your zcal, and run along with you. But 

now the bleficd dayes.of Queen Elizabeth (as 

you were wont to call them heretofore ) are re- 
volv'd, and come back again: we have liberty 

and encouragement, under our Fofiah, to be as 
religious, as we will, or can, what ingratitude 

15 1t to complain of ſuch halcian dayes? to run $ n- 
Ike Foxes into holes ? when we ſhould like Minn on 
Doves, flock to the windows of the Tabernacle. Judc; 11d 
You confe(s we keep to the ſameFoundation;why ©#v" vas 


thould we hot then mcet under the ſame roof ? Mabe YG 


The firli Chriſtians met together with one cox- men. 


ſent in oneplacez, wicther it was to pray, hear, ihere 
or break bread. Diviſion of pl aces will nat long _—_—_ 
be withdbt diviſionof minds. And where can we 2* 2 1e- 
| paration, 
upon better grounds expe the preſence of God, fg, 7. 
then in places dedicated, and conſecrated to his Ghurehes 
name. There he hath promiſed tbat be will dwell wherein 
in the midſt of the Children of Iſrael for ever, © taughe 
. ; all thinus 
Saint Baſil upon thoſe words ——1 will pay my ,,,; Op 
vews ik the midfi of Ferufalem ; breaks out into for «avg. 
gm * 4 XEONTE Of INV CHXAAGIOD ae TRAIMTEY CY TS, tion. 


' that is, obſerve this; ye that leave the Church , Att 4. 


and turn aſide to common kouſes! As it they = 


had been guilty of a great crime, in fetting up A4ndower 
Alrars in any other place, fave at Fernſalem where Ser v 5g9 
men ought to worſhip. This proved fromthe Dz- Na 
vils Apiſhneſs ; For if the Lord have his Table-- M0, 
the Table of Lord, we ſhall read alſo of the T a%!e Fwy 
of Devils, It Bees have their Hives ; hbert & x. 5, 
veſpe (ayes Tertullian) waſps and Hornets, Ezek.4 3-74 
will have their holes too. 

I know you will ſay, we do but pray to pi 
D 2 Our 
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our God, pd diſcourſe of his Word, Well ! 
you know Who was poylon'd with Wine in the 
Sacrament. And I wiſh there were no. yenom 
diftil'd in private praycrs, and dilating upon 
Scriptures, by uncouth reflexions upon le- 
gal c{tabliſhments, Tcl] us of obeying the com-* 
mandements of Ged, as long as-you pleaſe, 
yct I dare not beleive you ſolong as you break 


the Laws of the Church : for znleſs we obſerve 


both we obey neither, faycs unparallel'd Hooker, 
It is to me a dittinftion without a difference, to 
ſeparate and divide the laws of men, from the 
laws of God: if ſuch laws of men arc not Re- 
pugnant te the laws of God. 

inthe next place you are much troubled, that 
Ppiſts are not {o much troubled as your ſelves 3 
and indeed, I am much troubled that you give 


. 


more occahon. 'Tis true they refule to take the 


_ oaths of Allegiance, (I ſpeak of ſome of them) 


Prins par - 
rallel 
"twixt 
theſe two: 


and Supremacy, and you refuſe to keep them. 
Sorne of their principles are pernicious to our 
Government z and you know whole practiſes 
have been ſo. Though you look ſeveral waycs; 
yet we find our, fields waftcd, and -can 
ſcarcely. tell who arc the*greatck treſpaſſers:; 
They would have blown up the Parliament- 
Houſe ; And Iam loth to ſay, who were the 
occaſion of dving worſe z becauſe what they did. 
was in the dark, but thjs before the face of the. 
Sun. I know with Pilate, you will waſh your, 
own hands Well, tcllme what you. think of 
this narrative; A. kcunel of Hounds huated 


an Hare all the formcy part of the day, and to- 


v ards nizht a Shepheards curs fieps.in-and mur. 


1 dcrs 
wi 
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ders the: Hare 3 who were acceſlary * to -the 
p cor Hares death ? If you abhor the fact, do 
nOt build rhe Fombes, or keep the garments of 
them that did it. Take* heed of uibling' and 
knawing at the root of anothers gourd, and" un- 
derminivg anothers Cedar : Murmuringwiltlay 
the Axe to the root of this Tree: In fo doing 
you ſhall juſiitic Sodom, I mean Rome it felt. 
I acknowledge (with my bettcrs) that Feſuited 
Papiſts, ftanding to their own principtes;camnot 
be good Subjects to reformed Princes:z' yet 'we 
know that the ſecular Priclis renounce” their 
Doctrine herein, as moſt deſtruGive. ThePopes 
themiſclves have alſo contradicted'each- other- in 
this point ( where is then their intallibHlity 2 ) 
Boniface the cight ordain'd that all men ſhould 
acknowledg the ſupremacy - of che' Pope, upon 


pain of damnation; yet /#nocent the third; af- Stillingfl. 


tirm'd that the King of France hath no Superi- 
our uponearth. It was''a reproach caft upon 
the late Royal Army, that it'was Popiſh; I call 
it a reproach becauſe the denomination 
was takenfrom the leflcr part; and from a very 
ſmall inconfiderable number of that body + Yet 
ſuppoſe it had confified,moit of them upon ma=- 
ture deliberation 3 this wilt redonnd to their 
honour, and our ſhame, werc there Doctrines 
as ancient, Catholick, and Orthodox, as 
many of tficir perſonal actings in that 
War were couragious and loyal + I think 
there would be no need of keeping ſuch a 
vaſt diſtance from them, I am forry (faid that 
blefkcd Martyr ) that Pepiſts ſhould have 2 great- 
er ſenſe of their Allegiance than many Proteſtant 
Profeſſors 5 who ſeem to have learn'd and mou 
te 


P- 443. 


'F 1x0. 


BtoAirg. 
Cap.is, 


K 


FO 
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the worſt principles of the worſt Papiſts;or as(that 
Oracle of Reaſon, and ſtandard. of , Relipion) 
goes an ſaying © It was indeed a foul ant inde- 
table ſhame, for ſuch.as would be accounted Pro- 
reſtants,, to enforce me « declared Proteſtant, their 
Lord end King, to a neceſſary uſe of Papiſts, or 
axy others, who aid bat their duty t6 help me #0 


defeyd.my ſelf. 
But, perhaps, I may ſo long cndeavour to de- 


livex-you from this ſcruple, that I may contract 
\to my (elf the imputation of Popery : And whilſt 


I am ſo;charitable, as to prevent the duſt from 
falling.into your cyes, I may ſtand on the windy 
fide on you, untill I hazzard the putting our 


"my own for you are too free of that livery to 


every;pne that ſtands in your way. ., Though 


-you may. as truly ſay, we worſhip an Aſſes head, 


as that we eſpoule any \Popiſh Tenents., my An» 


{wer to thoſe that examine me in this point is ' 


this: Am I nota, Miniſter of the, Church of 
Englend? And is not this enough to evade, or 
blow away ſuch a calumny ? Is it ,lels .than a 
contradiGion, to cAl thoſe Biſhops and Miniters 
of the Church Popiſh , who! have, ſubſcribed 
unto ,. and doallow of the Articles, Liturgy, 
and Canons of this Church > Wile mcn will as 
ſoon-believe you, . if. you ſhould afhrm ; that 
thoſe. who approve all things in the. Alcoran, 
are-Chnſtians, or that England reaches as far 
ay Italy, What :confiderable point almoſt be- 
twixt'them and us, is not in ſome of theſe de- 
clar'd againſt ? So that this web which you 
weave with ſo much earneſinefs, will only catch 


_ doiterc]s and fools 3 ſuch as have either thak'd 


hands with their reaſon, or cle are enthrall'd 
| avd 
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and captivated under the tyranny of their 
partiality, and lock'd down to the Gallies of 
their own pallions. If this be not enough to 
diſabuſe your credulity, and to vindicare my 
ſelt from any compliance with the Court of 
Rome , I protel(s moreover, that with the Bere- 
#1s,T have ſearch'd the Scriptures: Neither am I 
an_uttcr ſtranger to the Fathers andHiltorians of 
the primitive times yet I can neither find either 
their opinions, or your ſingularities, wherein 
they or you differ from the Church of England, 
in any of thoſe Eanonical, and Authentick Re- 
cords. Why ſhould you grudge at the Papiſts 
peace &protection, lo long as they are peaceables 
and cither aCtively obcy the Laws of theLand,or 
clſe are ready palhively to ſubmit to the penalties 
& charged upon them for their neglect, if you hind 
them thus diſpos'd ? As great an avertion, and 

' antipathy as ye have againſt them, *tis worth 
your labour, herein to make them your own 

, exemplars. Sure you are not {o bloody in your 

+ Tenents, as to maintain that all who .dittcr 

; from us in Religion , meerly upon the ac- 
count of Religion, mult preſently incur capi- 
tal puniſhments. Saint Bernard ypon thole 
words of Selomen Take the Foxes, ob= &.. infh 
ſerves, that he commands them not to be rooted gary. a. 11, 
up and killed, but only to be taken, that is, by 
convincing them of their errours. Cum 
convincitur falſitas, capta eſt vulpes que demoli- 
tur vineem. You cannot be fo igaorant of t'e 
uſages, in other States, and Kingdoms (cx» 

' cept where the inquiſition prevailes) how 
thoſe that diſſ-at from the Religion, which 13 
publicxly authoris'd, are not only permitted but 
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ſecur'd, ſo long as they do not affront the Civil, 
or Ecclefialtical Laws of thoſe dominions.. And 

it would be but an unſeaſonable prefident, and 
Excitement of cruelty towards our Brethren a- 
broad, if we ſhould begin in the ſame cup at 
home, Iwiſh with Saint Paz! that all men 
were as my ſelt; yet fince there mujt be Hereftes, 
and our judgments are as different as our faces : 
fince breeding and education do fo much (ſway, 
and influenge mens Religion 3 I havea latitude 
of charity, for thoſe that diſſent from me ; it 


they be not ſeducing impoſtors, or turbulent in- 
cendiaries. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Reordination is no ſufficient ground. for 
Non- conformity. 


Nother Sconce, er Bulwark of yours, 

wherein ye have intrench't your fclves,and 
ftand out againſt us inviting you(out of theſence 
of thegreatneſs of the Harveſt) to bear a part 
with us zz the heat and burthen of the day,, inthe 
work of cheMiniſtryzfaying unto you,as the men CIs 
of Gibeon (aid to Foſhna ; ſlack not your bands, 
but come up FO #sS quickly, and belp HS: Some, of 
you have auſwer'd no, for we multi be oxdained 
by Biſhops; otherwiſe by the Law, weihave no 
commiſſion ;and as for our parts,we are relolved 
not to undervalue that ordination, which, we 
have receiv'd alreadyfrom our Brother, Presby- 
ters. TheBifkops hands arc not more Authentick 
than theirs. Beſides ſhould we admit of another 
ordination 3 what is this, but to coate(s qur for- 
mer void ; and then what ſhall become of thoſe 
children, which we have Baptiſed and other 
minſterial a&s which we have performed by 
yertue of that ordination 3 this is, objected. but 
by ſome of you and thoſe juniors, who came up 
in the time of the ſecond Temple, and. did, not 
behold the glory of the firſt; And herein, your 
condition is the more .to be. pittied, as being 
deceived and betrayed into ſuch a labyrinth as 


this, by thoſe that had ſeen more years, .and fo 
ſhould 
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ſhould have been more fatherly ; I wiſh the 
complaint 'of Cyprizn may not hold in this 
cale—-Parentes Parricide —— Fathers are mur- 
derers , poyſon their children, and give them 
ſour Grapes to ſet their teeth on edge, I cannot 
but apply to them the caſe of the young Pro- 
phet, that man of God, who was led out of his 
way by an old Prophet, ſo that he brake the 
commandement of the Lord. and at laſt was ſlain 
by a yon; 

Sits, look about you ; Will you ſtaud in the 
Market place all the day idle, out of a comple- 
ment" to- ſome rinyg-Teaders of a- party, who 


, thoilght to have retrench'd the footlieps of an+ 


 etetit diſcipline, and -pull'd up the Land-marks 


of Cxtholick order in the Church 3 that all per- 
ſons'a&ing in the miniſtry might derive trom 
them and commence from the Epoche of their 
jurifdiion. Jutt as'Fer#boam made new Prieſts, 
after'fh&had made'an innovation in the political 
Govethinent. The'old wells muſt be ſtopt up, 
andrew found Cifteriis muſt be (et abroach, 
If one'ſhould ask theſe'recuſints whether they 
had'notat firſt an'inward call from God, Ile 
warraht you, they would make it as evident to 
Mafter” Nye (if he were again in his chair) both 
as to'thEtime, 'and manticr of ſuch a call, as ever 
it 1$ apparetit' that young Samwel, the Prophets, 
and Apoftles, were called by a fignalvoice from 

Heaver :* Yet this call from God' muſt be ſuſ- 
pended;'or utterly neglected, if it be not war- 
ranted, znd confirm'd by ſuch men as they phan= 
fic and'ipprove 3 as if they were the fervants of 
men, ind came 0n their errand, rather than the 
Embaffidours of Chriſt, and Nanc's'; of Hea- 


YEN, 


A-perſwaſive to Conformity. 55: 
ven, What is Ordination, but an impouring ſuch. 
men to the work of the, Miniftry z as 'by.their 
quallifications make it appear, they are ſet apart, 
and appointed by God to the ſame office : As 
Kings when Inaugurated, and perſons when 
Married, axe declar d unto. the World, that 
they arc to be louked upon, in ſucha royal ca» 
pacity, and Matrimonial relation. . Therefore 
'tis no contradiction in Saint Pavul——that be was 1 
uot an Apoſtle of men nor by men, but by Jeſw Adts.r;. 
Chriſt. Yct we read, that he was ordered, {inſti- 
tutcd, aud (et apart by men to the. work of the 
miniltry: becauſe his.inward call was ,derived 
immediately from God, but the manitcſiation, 


and declaration of this, was from men: Now, 
4 {ince the lookng the golden reins of Govern» 


ment, in.head-ſfirong times , ſame that were 
but meer Presbytcrs themſelves, by a too preci- 
pitate boldneſs, took upon themſclyes a power. 
of making and propagating. others like them- 
ſelves, whcre they meet with oſhcious Clients, 
ſuch as were willing to be. made. currant by 
their ſtamp; it hath. pleaſed our -Legitimate 
Governours, after a Jubilee of an happy reſtau= 
ration, to prevent {chilm, and confuſion among 
Miniſters, that they may not claim from ſeveral 
Originals, and ſo maintain divers intereſts, and 
like Facob and Eſau {trugple in the womb of 
the Church, and endanger the rending of her 
bowels. ; as thoſe lay-Corintbians did.z wheres 
as ſome cry'd up Paxl ſome Apollos, It hath 
pleaſed the wiſdom: of the foreſaid Authority 
to command--- that all profcſing to take upon. 
them the work ef the minifiry, ſhould paſs un- 
der the hands of thc Reverend Biſhops , accord=«: 


ing 
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| ing to the:ccuſtom ef this; - and the primitive 
Catholick Church ; that-'all' might pronounce 
the ſame Sbzbboleth, Whoiwwould think that a- 
' ny ſhould beſo reftadtotyy” as not'to comply 
Epi} od With this peagecable and\laudable defign, 'Saint 
Evagrium. Ferom did-mach 'advance' the office of Presby- ?} 
; ters 3 yet when he comes10 the buſineſs of Or- 
1 Tim.4, dination, he. leaves that folcly to the Biſhop. 
=_ And fo Iuncettiand-SainitiPaul,though he men- 
tions the laying on of the hands of thePresbyters, 
as concurring with ' him- in - that* work 
yet to ſhew; that he was the'principal, and they 
but aflitants, hc expounds his -meaning after- 
wards, 2 Zim, 1.8. by the laying on: of bis own 
bands; dis in that'iplace noting} the chief cauſa- | 


tion; as {p47 jn the-other tignities only a con- 
currancd't Thus he apptoptiates this work alſo 
Titus b 5. to TitzyBifhop of Crettui—to'Ordaiv Elders 
72x every City, | will not'di{pute what may be 
done in caſe ef neccllity; when Biſhops cannot 
be had.” I''ami'not an abſolute tiranger to the 
judgment” of- Learned'menj*' when things arc 
brought to:thisexigent 3 rior-am 1 ignoratit, that 
Edefius arid Framentius' Prciching to'' the Indi- 
ans, arc:comitiended, though they had 'no' Or- 
dination atail;”- But I adore the goodnefs' of 
God, that did not ſuffer us to be plunged into 
that gulf, inithe wortſtof' times ; he left us a 
feed of 'that'apottolical' Race 3 ſome whereof 
Ordaincd many: hundreds, maugre alt the thun- 
derboles of their malicious” adverſarics!!” And] 
took upon them as ſhielded by a ſupernatural 
power, in doing of this their duty ; when men 
wercſo wrathfully diſpleaſed at thum, Thercfore 
to ſuch as {ay they could be ordained*by _ 
ut 
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but Presbiters in thoſe times; and fo plead ne» 
cellity; I muſt anſwer, it was not abſolute, 
but centradted. And: whether fuch volun- 
tary, and forward revolting from the eRablith'd 
rule and method of Ordination, clming up into 
the Lords ſheep-fold ſome other way. 3 I ſay, 
whether this irregular ſending forth of Mini- 
lters, hath not been a.great occaſion that ſo ma. 
ny ſheep have been peel'd and (cratch'd with the 
briars and brambles of waſting errors, I leave 
to the fad thoughts of others ; Sure I am, this 
hath been the ſubje& of my penhive meditations, 
when I ſaw ſo much hemlock, and ſuch daring, 
luxuriant tares growing in the furrows: of 
the Church z God uſually leaves. thoſe men to 
themſelves, blafts their enterpriſes, and lets 
Satan looſe upon them. that leaves his good old 
paths, to walk in wayes of their owh invention. 
Chemnitins judged Origen to have falleninto (o 
many errors, becauſe he Preach't without or- 
dination : Cyprian notes the ſame... of Donatzs, 


quis 2 ſeipſo ordinatus ; And Biſhop. Darant Uporl Col, 


layeS—'Tis no wonder that thoſe men preach 
what is falſe, who never bad any legitinaate pow 
er at all. But Iam moſt confirm'd| by that of 
the Prophet,” Bebola I am againſt them that Pro- 


Phefie falſe dreams, and cauſe my people ro erre by 
their lie}, yet 1 ſent them not, nor commanded. 


' them, therefore they ſhall not profit this -people at 
all, ſaitþ;the Lord... It traubled Bilzeh to the day 
of his death,that he madea Collation in a place 


Where-therc was no Minifter , betore be himſelf 
was in Orders; $0 tender was that good man, of 


violations, tat Order which was in the Churcin; 
Now Wiicicas You. put On yiir Tracat 
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' ayerſwaſive to conſormity, 
Buskins,and cry out if you ſhould be reordain'd; 
this were all one, with' renouncing your for- 
mer ordination, and proclaiming all your mi- 
nifterial As pertorm'd, by vertue thereof yoid. 
I profeſs, I neither ſee any coherence, nor any 
ſound inference at all in this logick 3 ncither is 
there any ſuch declaration in the Act of Parlia- 
ment 3zbut rather a great dea} of tenderne(s 
and compaſſion for men in your condition; 
a meeting only to (et us all in a right poſture, 
that we might all be as an Army with Banners, 
marching all one way, that is, with our faces 
towards Zion , under the condud of the fame 
Commanders. | 

Had thoſe in Authority reduc't you-into the 
ſtate of lay-men , concluded your ordination 
void, and then applicd this ſalvo to what: you 
a&ed heretofore—— Fiers #0n debuit, fattum 
valet, you might (perhaps) have complained 
the:more,- yet they would not have wanted pre- 
fidents and examples of councels to that pur- 
poſe : But they touch you with a ſoft hand, 
only. injoyning you to take Epiſcopal ordinati- 
on,as it were ad corroberandum titulumi to make 
your former ordination Canonical, Legal, and 
Authentick : This is evident from that -provi- 
ſo in the a it (elf —— That it ſhall not extend 
to thoſe Miniſters of the forraign reformed Chur- 
ches allowed, or to be allowedby the Kings Majeſty, 
bis Heirs and Succeſſors. Therefore it follows 
in my logick 3 that the compilers of this a&, did 
not account ordination by: Presbyters to be ab- 
folutely void. However Maſter Pris is pleaſed 
to condemn Biſnop Hell for rcordaining Maſter 


Bury, ordain'd before beyond the Scas; which 
1s 
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15 matter of fat, cither without the. compa(ls 
Of my remembrance, or ſhort of my obſcrvati- 
On: Yet to ſhew our charity to the reformed 
Churches, the letter of the Law is now expreſs 
to the contrary « Doth not this proceed from a 
ſpirit of condcf{cention and moderation ? Yet in 
your anger you will (ay-all things are ſcrew'd 
up to the utmoſt extremity, without the leaſt a» 
batements whatever, But though the Law thus 
barcs with forrcigners, and is civil to ſtrangers, 
muſt you that are of the ſame Family claim the 
ſame priviledge, and plead exemption from the 
diſcipline of your Mother 5 For ſhame unlace 
your (clves, come in, and renew your commilh- 
on. Thoſc Ofhcers that fougitt under the Earl 
of Eſſex, received a new commiſſion under the 
Lord Fairfax. Were not many Kings in the 
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old Teſtament anointed, and inaugurated a- * Chron. 


gain and again ? As Solomon and David, Were |, 
not the Apoſtles ſent forth by Chriſt? Yet they ;, 


39. 22, 


Sam. 16, 


were ſeparated,and had hands impoſed on them, 2 Sam 5,4, 


by men 3 and that not only once > but Paul had 
' hands laid on him, firſi by &4zanias, AF, g.fand 


then by the Prophets, Ads 13. and Barnabas Biſhop 
had handsimpoſcd on him, before he ftood in Bilſe 
competition with Matthias; and a good Caſuiſt P93 


gives the reaſon 


Or dixation is an external Baldwin, 


Rite, and no Sacrament, therefore it may be its P- 194% 


rated, or repeated. Were not many in theſe 
late times married by a Miniſter, and after- 
wards by a Juſiice of peace ? Yet what a duft, 
and a buſtle do you make ? You pretend that 
you are willing to exerciſe the office of your 
mniſtiry 3 yet you are fo tif, that you will not 

come 


He 
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carne in to have your patents ſealed; What 
though many of you, ſcarce ever dipt your feet 
in fonte Caballins; ] mean, were never gradu- 
atedin the Univerfity by way of preparation, 
ts receive Orders in the Church 3 yet I am 
afſurd, ye would have found the Fathers of the 
Chutch ſo indulgent to you, that notwith- 
ſtaiiding this detec, they . would have flown 
upen your necks, and rejoyc'd over you as 
their fellow-labourers in the Lords vineyard. 
The door isnot yet ſhut : Why do you ſtand de- 
liberating and demurring, whether you ſhould 
perfbim your duty, by entring in ? Though 'tis 
the eleventh hour of the day, yet'you may earn 


yoitr penny, if you will lay your ſhoulders to the 


work, and with frncere and double diligence 
redeem the time you have loft, But if you ill 
reſolve to go on whilpering in the dark, and to 
continue in your clandeſtine vaults, donot ſtudy 
what ahſwer yon may give unto me'3 but what 
return you will make to your maſter and mine 
at the great day of accounts;how you will evade 


_ that woe which Saint Pax] pronounced again 


himſelf, had he not preached the Goſpel 
which very words did fo far prevail with an 
eminent perſon of your perſwaſion , that as 
Satnt Aruftin was converted from libertifm- by 
thoſe words, —— #0t in chambering and wan- 
tonneſs, &c. So was he reclaim'd from Non- 
conformity by _ WW # me if I preach uot the 
Goſpel, Go ye ang do likewiſe, lay the ſame 
Text cloſe to your hearts, not as a charm, but 
a'cataplaſmaz and if there be any life left, it 
will feech you again if this phifick will not 
work 
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work upon your Tempers, what think you of 
this expedient ? Were Saint Auſtin , Saint 
Ambroſe, Calvin, Perkias : Nay, were Chrilt 
and his Twelve Apoliles here upon the Earth, 
and mct together in our Engliſh World ; would 
they (think ye ) lurk in holes, and ſeal up 
their mouths 2 I dare fay, they would rather 
break forth into exultation, and wonder ſay- 
ing. How beautiful are thy Tents, and thy-Gates 
O England, 
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CHAP. VII 


A Tranſition, or IntrodxGion 10 the 
main Reaſons which are pretended to 
obſiruF Conformity. 


VVE have hitherto been but in the 
Suburbs, and grappled onely with 
your out-works: The main Forts and Citta=- 
dels in which you incamp your ſelves againſt 
our batteries, arc yet untouc'd and unihaken: * 
All that hath been yet ſaid, 15 but pickeering 
ſome veclitations with your torlorn hope (like 
the Turkifb Aſapi ) which were to abate their 
enemics firſt furious onſet, and blunt their 
Swords to make way for the Fanrizaries : The 
nain battel is yet behind. Juſt as Sophiſters 
make a flouriſh with ſome inconſiderable, and 
pre:!uſory Sillogiſm, before they pinch, and 

wound with ther keener Argumcnts, 
Mecthinks I ice your very Triarij divided into 
three Battalia's, marching up yonder Hill (like 
Hanmoals Troops climing up the Aips) and 
In a Gigantick rage, defying all the hoſts of lit- 
tle David that ſhall Rand in your way, and 0p- 
poſe your thundering Legions : 'Confident of 
victory, and prodigal of death. Your defenſive 
Armour 15 not like that Epheſ. 6. 14,15, 16. 
But 'tis the Covenant upon your breaſts, whilſt 
you are clad with this, you think your {clves in- 
yulne- 


be 


fo 


plead with them apart. 
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yulncrable, and charm'd into a profound ſe 
curity.. Who can pierce this Coat of Male ? 
Your offenſive Weapons , are - Swords. and 
Javlings, furbuſh'd with Lawfalzeſs of War 
againſt the King, and overtufning - the 
Government of the Church and State, 
In the Rear are Volleys of Canonſhot againſt 
the Book of Common-Praycr. This mutt be 
dragg'd along, like a Royal Captive, to a-« 
dorn your Chariots and (ec off your Trophies. 
Theſe are your Cerverus-Heads thee are your 
frightful Mormo'szin theſcthreefold cords twiſted 


| rogether lics your ftrength, as S2mpſons did in 


his hair. What ? IPegive our Aſﬀent and Cons 


| ſent to the Common Prayer, d:ſcliim all War a- 


gajnſt the King, Renounce the Covenant? wee't 
never do it, Andindced, I trcmble at this part 
of my perſwafiye, ſince I am come to uncalſc the. 
head ; and mult be/tampering with your right 
eyes, leſt both my Rhetorick and my $kill ſhould 
be defective, in accompliſhing my pcaceable de- 
fign, and crowning my dclircs atter unanimity, 
Mcthinks I am effaying to carry a vali Moun- * 
tain upon my back,and to reconcile aggipathics; 
For though I had Logick enough to dcal with 
your underſtandings, and Engines to batter, or 
undermine this Capitol ; yet you have {o many 
relerves in thoſe lecret Corners and Caverns 
of your wills ; that I much doubc the furce of 
my Oratory to inchant you out of them. Y<t as. 
I have ruſt with your footmen, ſo | ſhallnow , 


3 endeavour to keep what pace { can with your } 
$ Horſemen, and like Horatizes, I will firlt ſepas 


4 


rate theſe Ter gemini, and then {Au/pice Cyorit?) | 
E 2 CHAP., 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Aſent and Conſent not uxlawfal to be 
zven tothe Common-Prayers and Rites 


of the Church of England. 


Haveneyer been morc tranſported with wons 
I: der ,than whea ſome of your claſsis,& thoſe 
one of the loweſt, have maintained mofi dog- 
manically, in conference with my fclf,--That 
neither the Greck nor Latin Churches, had any 
_—_ of Prayer, This made me almoſt to turn 

2 Yccptical Academick,. and to doubt of all 
things of which I took my felf to have ſome 
knowledge » I was even tempted to diſ-beleive 
my own ſenſes 1 as ifall things were but ſpeire 
phantaſmes , and empty apparitiens which I 
beheld As if Geograpbers and Travelours had im< 
pos 'd upon me,when they told me of ſuch a place 

S Conſtantinople : For 1 thought I had asgood ce» 
vid: nc lor theſe forms of Prayer, which my eycs 
have look<d upon, ' and have been handed down 
ro our age, by the uncontrolcable Tradition, 
and unanimous conſent of formaor generations, 
as I could have of any objective verity below 
divine . Revelations, That cauſe muſt needs 
ftand upon a' tottering Baſis, that is uſher'd 
in with ſo firange an Hypotheſis; which 
_ to no lets than an. incredible Paras 
dXe 
® As for the lawfulacſs ofa form, it is an in- 


dil] putablc 


be 
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indiſputable warrant: unto me; that we have 

not only our Saviours practiſc, who went tye 

third time and prayed the ſame words, but his 
command too hen ye pray ſay—And it you 

Will have meaſure preſſed down, ice the practilc 

of Hezekiab, who after hc had compos'd an Odc 

of thanſgiving for his recovery from (icknels, ; in *.- 


2 (and thankſgiving you know is a part of prayer) liz.,5s- - 


he yow'd to fing the fame to the tuned inſtru 
ment all the dayes of his life, And the very ſame 


} ſoizwhich Mofes began Exod. t5. 1. Miriam 
7 repcated over again verſ. 21. Nay, thoſe Saints 


which had got the victory over the beaſt ( as if Rev. 15.3: 
formes were to be uſed in Heaven) ſang the 

ſame ſong of Moſes, You your ſelves do not ac- 
count it any ſtinting , much leſs quenching of 

the Spirit, though you ling a pleaſant Palm 

that is drawn up iato metre to your hands , yet 
notwithſtanding you'l ſay, you ſing with tbe 

Spirit, And the Apoſile taxes it for an abſurd x Cor, rg. 
indecorwm in the Church of Coriath, that when 24 
they came together every one bada Pſalm, And is 

it not as uncouth, for every one in publick to 
have a ſeveral prayer? A ſeveral prayer did [ 
ſay ? Nay, were men let looſe to their own li- 
berty, they would be little better than wild 
Aſſes Colts,ſuutting up the wind towards divers 
climes : One would pray contrary to another, 

as they arc ſowr'd with oppolite priaciples and 
aimat diametrical interc&s. "The devotions 

ot Covenanteers and Independants, have been 

a {ad inſtance,praying as if chey would enervate, 
taycl and unpray one anethers prayers, Cer- 
tainly, this is not to take Heaven by violence) , 

Or as Tertiliian --Coirein cetiums, © denmn CM þt LANG 
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manu fatia, precationibus ambire orantes;to beſet 
the Alighty, and as Facob,did, not It him go 
untill he hear-us and bleſ(s:us. Thetis in. Homer 
ciught 7«piter by the knees, and by this impor» 
taunity obtraincd her requeſt, Chriſt aath lett a 
fpccial promiſe that their prayers ſhall be grant- 
Mat.z3.19, £d in Heaven ; wig in their askings ear agree 
; pon Earth, Whcn weare divided in our ſup» 
-plications -(as the Buildcrs of Babel were in 
"their languages) we abate, and weaken their 
| force 3 even as - water looſes its ttrength, 
wicn tis divided into a multipliciplity - of 
-. Trenches. 
 Hezekiab and his Princes, forcfaw this dans 
' gerous, and exorbitant humour in the Lepztes5 
it once they got the reins upon their own necks; 
2 Thro9, therefore they preſcribe them the very words 
*9-3% . wherewith thcy ſhould ſing praiſes unto the 
Lord, The primitive C hriſtians were ſo uniform 
in their prayers, that when they ſaid Amen, they 
made a noiſe like a clap of thunder, or like the 
roaring of the Sea. 
Judicious Hookgy was fo verily perſwaded, that 
ny Church thorowly ſctled did ever uſe their 
voluntary dicates. [gratis in his Epiſtle to the 
Magneſians.doth rarely and earneily jinjoyn 
Nie Sino £52 xohvn, Ict there be one common pray» 
cr in all the Church. Conſtantine did not onely 
command a ſect form of praycr in the Church, but 
alſo in his Camp: And Calviz ſpeaking of a 
form of prayer, m1 his Epilile to the ProteGor 
ot England, 1s at his za/de probo; He alwayes 
ud the ſame prayer him(c lf before his Lectures, 
which is Printcdbetore his commentary wpcn 
-Ezekel c It he evcr ſpake any thing obliquely 
| of 
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' Aperſwaſive to Conformity, 
ef ours, it was beforc it was poliſh'd and cor 
rected, in the latter end of the reign ot King 
Edward the fixth. And that ſuch prayers were, 
and are fill uſed in the reformed Churches abroad 
at this day 3 he is bat a novice in tiory,that is ig - 


©oran: of 1t, | 
Asfor theſe objections. It ſhall be given to 


you in that hour what ye foall ſay..— And pray- 


ing inthe Spirit— < they do nothing invali- 
date the Authority of forms 3 for, the tarti is ouly 


{ concerning times of Tryal and Perſecution, when 


Chriſtians were to be brought before Kings and 


| Rulers for the fake of Chriſt: And chere is a 


meer fallacy in the laſt 3 as if praying by a form 
and praying in the Spirit , were ſuch coz, 
that they cannot land together z whereas their 
own ſudden prayers are forms, in teſpect of 
others that joyn with themzyet I hope they will 
not deny but theſe do-alſo pray in the ſpirit. 
Nay, a form hath many advantages to promote 
ſpiritual praycr, for thoſe that pray without 
premeditation 3 their inycntions, memories, 
judgments, and tongues are all bulic in framing 
matter, and forining expreſſions ſuitable there- 


7 unto, which muſt needs be as ſo many ſucklers, 


and diſtractions, to abate the vigour of their in- 
centions, for what they pray. . 

Where men have a delire to inſtill their fin- 
gular opinions into the minds of others; *tis no 
wonder they would be lax and free in thr 
prayers : Hcnce it hath becu forbidden by coun- 
ſels, to uſe any prayers but what have been ap- 


| proved by Syzeds, left poyſon ſhould be con- 


veyed by prayers, as it was (by th: Prictts) in 


# thc Sacrament ; Neither is it firange, that Wat» 


La. 
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A perſwa ſive to Conformity. 
ton ſtomachs, which refufe ſolid and wholſom 
meat, and long after kickſhaws; if they reject 
the ordinary prayers of ' the Church, and fcck 
for other of their own inventions : for you know 
men arefond of their own productions. 1 dare 
ſay, if any are not nouriſhed and heated with 
our prayers ;-if their hearts be not like thoſe of 
the Diſciples going to Emaxs ; they bring with 
them {ome prejudicate impediment, fome nau- 
fcating diſtemper, and coldne(s in their own 
breaſts, The fault is not in the liturgy, but in 
their own want of zeal, in not joyning their 
hearts in good carneft to thoſe prayers, Or as It 
is expreſſed better to my hands Men lay all 


\ #be blame upon the Liturgy, to excuſe the dead- 


neſs of their own hearts ; Like herin Seneca that 
ſaid the room was dark, when ſhe her felt was 
blind, T conteſs, where men have fluent, clo- 
quent tongues, and have expreſſtons at will 
(which are the common not diſtinguiſhing gitts Of 


- Gods Spirit) if they are minded to facrifice to 


the dragge of their own applauſe, in the often- 
ration ot their parts, and defire to ered their 
own Monuments among the people ; they have 
'2a large held ro expatiate m ; yet all this I aver, 
may be done without any dram of faving, grace. 
The diſtin&ion between xe and x0 pa, grace 
and gifts deſerves your further mquiry upon this 
fubject. 

I am not aſhamed ro acknowledge, that ups 
on emergencics, I have indulged my felt the Ji- 
berty of my own mcaſures, and I found a vehc= 
ment heat in ay ſe'f for the time, my af tions 
even OVEr-running their banks ; and it I did 

ea{ua!ly 


A perſwaſive to Conformity. 
caſually hit upon any pertinent, winning and 
melting words, I was ready to flatter; and hugg 
the fclicity of my own rhetorick:; By whichit 
clearly appears to me, that there is a Serpent 
lurking under thoſe leaves, or ſpecious pretens» 
ccs, for extempory prayer, eſpecially when we 
do velificare, or make a flouriſh-in publick, by 
turning the Pulpit (to uſe Mr. Baxters words) 
mto the hypocrites Theatre : We are then more 
apt 10 ſeek our own glory, than the glory of him 
\ that ſent us : for inprivate commonly there is 
not fo much heat attending our extempora- 
ry prayers (] appeal to your own experience 
in this particular) which is no ſmall evidence, 
that vain-g!ory is at one end of them : For there 
15 an exorbitant zeal, which is a work of the fleſ#. 
May there not be a firc in {iraw, which may 


6g 


1 
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flame and cxpire at the ſame time ? Cito 1gnzs Cal.5.20, 


ſtipule conquieſcit, & exundans flamma, defici- 
entibus nutrimentis emoritr, Thoughythe atie* 
ctions may be more inlarged, and dilated in 
den ebullicions raptures and paſſtons 3 as {ome 
women {wcll to an unufual bigneſs, becauſc they 
keep not themielves under the reſtraint of lace- 
mg 3 and the waters that covered the carth at 
the firlt creation, were ſhallower than when they 
were reduced into the bounded channels of the 


Seas. The blood and ſpirits called forth into the * 


outward parts of the body, lcave a lefler pro- 
portivn about the heart, to guard it from a «e- 
\ liagaium , and (uch teavorith diftempers often 
\ prove mortal. Yet may not thoſe devotious 
\w hich are periormed by the ſtandard of pre- 
cribed forms (though they make not fuch a 
blaze) hke coals of Juniper, preterve that hes! 


ton *&P 1 
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A perſwaſive to Conformity, 


longer which they have arr og ? May 
not theſe deliberate and rational ſervices be 
more deep though they make not ſo much noiſc? 
May not I pray with judgment, underſtanding 
and intenſeneſs of foul when I read, as well as 
when I ſay a prayer without beok * when I 
open my eyes, as well as when I ſhut them? 
I pray read the true'meaning of thoſe words---- 
The true worſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father is -. 
ſpirit and truth, as expounded by that good 
On John man Mr. Hilderſham. I 

4+ - Let's not diſpute ſo long about the mode o 
prayer untill we forget either what it is, or tha® 
we owe any ſuch tribute unto God, As I have 
heard a wrangling Sophiſter ſo carneſt in ſnatch- 
ng at collateral and incident diſputes, untill he 
hath forgot the queftion in debate : And I have 
ſeen ſome ill nurtur'd doggs, ſo violent in queſt= 
ing after every little Bird, that they have left 
the game behind them. Let us offer up to God 
Clo Alen, Ths dingiag uyis wulaye , the incenſe of a righteous 
Þ-717+ ſoul, let us %ungiy ec; # S83y, converſe with God 
and keep clole unto him, in the pantings and 
Boſil.p.772 motions of our ſouls; and then if this may be 
done by a form, lets be wiſe unto ſobriety, in huſh- 
ing of unchriſtia n quarrels and by joyning to- 
gether 549Wpahy with one conſent, in the lame 

work of ſuch regular prayers. 

Now becauſe ſome of you will condeſcend to 
a form,a s lawful and expedient 3 yet you have 
no kindneſs for ours, Juſt as I knew a Gentle» 
man, who had varicty of drinks, and thoſe the 
beſt in their kind, approved off by his neighbours 
round abour yet he was alwaycs out of conccit 
with his own liquors, and ſent his man f6r and 
regr- 


M ko li. nd 


© 4 perſwaſeve to Conformity. 
near, even to obſcure places, to bay, or borrow 
what might better pleaſe his own palate, The 
applicationis as cafic as the ſtory is realbut were 
it fabulous, the moral would prove» very pertt- 
nent. We admire things at a diſtance,and thoſe 
that arc far fetcht do belt pleaſe ſuch perſons, 
whoſe imaginations are ftrenger than their rea» 
ſon. Were the Officeys of Genevs,or Amſterdam 
tranſſated into England, ]'le warrant you,many 
nice ſtomacks (tor a time ) would make no 
bones ot them 3 nay how would they. be im+- 
brac'd and cry d up ? not becauſe they arc bet= 
ter than ours, but in that they would be novel- 
tics amongſt us. Although our utages, and me= 
thods in Gods ſervice have been commended, 
and the harſheſt particulars praQis'd, by the 
molt eminent rctormers in the world, ours have 
Rood without any contradiction that I have 
met withal, except it be ſuch as the Moon meets 
with, whole luſtre may be bark'd at by whiffling 
currs but 'tis farre enough clcyated above the 
xeach of thcir teeth, 

That firatagem--that our Liturgy was taken 
out of the Mais-Book, did exccutien in its {ca- 
ſon, whilit ic w:s managed by the braway 
Aims of thoſe cnuſſanies of Apelyon, who were 
rclolved to be {irenuous in their calumnics, 
'tis yct uncertain whictiicr iis charge ard pro- 
cced moi twm ampoterL Galce, or deſpt rate 
umpudence « This 1mpuſtnre is now [o trovipes 
rent; that the mearcit copacities begin © 1cc 
thorrow it; and difcover Lic iegerdcmuln thicree 
ot , It to pray to (G44 in Uur NOthicr lulgnc 
and not inlatin, Ut ty pray to hin onty m the 


Nalne of Jew Ciuilit, without avy 3d Jretics to 
(',, 
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A perſwaſive to Conformity. 
the Virgin Mary, or any, other Saint, or Angel: 
It co acknowledge but two Sacramenty , it to 
reccive the Lords Supper in both kinds, with a 
declaration againſt tranſubſtantiation, elevation) 
and adoration. If ncither to reſpet the Popes 
Supremacy, purgatory, juftification by works, 
or prayets for the dead. If thoſe prayers which 
were compos'd by martyrd Proteftants, again 
which the Pope ſends forth his roaring Bull, as if 
they were level'd directly againſt his Throne 3 
and will ſooner diſpenſe with his followers, 
for hearing our Sermons, than joyning with 
our prayers: I ſay (that I may put aperiod to 
this ſentence, which might eafily be drawn forth 
into a whole paragraph) if theſe things ſavour 
of the Maſs-Book, [ muſt confeſs before the Sun, 
that lama Papiſt: that our Liturgy and Arti- 
cles, wete fram'd out of the Romiſh mint. But 
fince there is nothing of this denomination once 
infinuared in our prayers: Since the whole com- 
pages of our ſervice is purg'd and fan'nd from all 
the rubbiſh, and chafts of Popifs trath : ſince we 


have recover'd thoſe yeſſels which Neb#chad- 


nezz2r had carried out of Ferxſalem;may not we 
bring them again into the houſe of the Lord ? 
May not we fetch rhe Ark out of the territories 
of the Philitines and carty it unto Shilo ? may 
not Lot be redcemed from the Kings of the Na- 
tions, after he had been taken pritoner ? And 
may not the Creed, Lords prayer, ten com- 
mandments {ome excellent prayers and lauda- 
ble uſages, which were uſurp'd upon by rhe 
tripple Crown, be reſtor'd to the ſervice of the 
Church asa captiye Woman might be marricd 
@ 


hs. ods 6% oak wa ot 


A perſwaſs ve to Conformity. 
to an Tſraclite, after her head had been ſhaven, 


73 


her nails paix'd, and the raiment of her captivi- Deut 24. 


ty taken from her : Eſpecially ſeeing the beams 1213. . 


and rafters of our Liturgy, were in the Church 
long before there was any ſuck thing as Popery 
in the World, 

This Lyon being hunted out of your way, this 
bug-Bear being deycſicd of all its ternble viz- 
zards : Lets (ce what in the next place affrights 
you. And herein I could have ſaid merc to the 
purpoſe, if I could have prevailed with any of 
you, to have given me your particular excep- 
tions, to which you would have ſtood : For L 
perceive there is almoſt as much varicty. in your 
exceptions as there is in your taces : One piſhes 
at and ſlites, what another cries out againſt 
with a ftentorian voice, as an intollerable abo- 
mination. But this I could never obtain, either 
by my felf,or by the mediation of proxies, whom 
1 employ'd tothe ſame purpoſe: As if it were as 
difhcult a matter to procure a catalogue of your 
objections againſ the Liturgy, as 'tis to get a liſt 

of the Churches traditions. 
I cannot ſuppoſe that men of your pitch can 
be offended with thoſe words in the confeſſion 
There isno health in us ——=- with the 
Letany,as if it were a role of curbes with 
kneeling at that ſhort prayer at the end of the 
commandements———Lord have mercy vpn us, 
and incline our hearts to keep thy Lew ! Alaſs? 
theſe are poor vulgar cavils, your (cruples 


finding out gins to intangle and perplcx your 
own conſciences, as if you had tound out a ſpi- 


Biſhop 


Taylar. 
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Conſciemis 
1 run nias | 
higher, concerning aſſent and conſent : And ſcrupuloſs 


here you are very critical, learned and curious in ngſcitur ex 
vitio, 


| m4 * A perſwaſive to confor#ity, 

The  titualiMicroſcope, to diſeern what is inviſible to 
_ In our duller cyes. Not only your wills (ſay you) 
nnd hath muſt Co»ſext to the uſe of it as good, 'but your 
ſecurd underſtanding is ingaged in the truth of the Li- 
her vitals, turgy, And indeed I had thought 'theſe two 


with an as had been ſo twiſtcd together in rational 
hedge of 
ſubſeripti. 


on. in fer the other. When I conſent with my will to 


Auſtin uſe the prayers. of the Church, this ariſcth from” 


time, ſuch the- conviction of my reaſon, i that' I may and 


neg ought todo ſo, And the at of my will would 
to the mi. be britiſh and irregular (like that of Medezx, 


nifſry, who was hurriedonly with the Ocfirum of her” 
wereto wiltul paſſions) it it' were not {teer'd by the * 
renounce 4:Gate of my underſtanding 3 this isto do it ia” | 


—_— judgment z therefore you-do but put a fallacy 


nichecs, upon your ſclves-+-a bene comundtis &c, And 
Arrians, whereas you ſay ( ſomeot you) that you could 
Novation, read our prayers, if you might be'abated your. 


and Pela- OT rm | 
gians;/to Aſcent ® and Conſent 3 tis all one to me, as 


declare 
whether they allowed of firſt and ſecond marriapes,'-the eating of” 
ficſh-- repentance after lapſes: Whether original concupiſcence were 
a {in, or whether fuch as were out of the Church might: inherit cter- 
nal life; inthe Synode of Nice not only the Biſhops, ,but Conſtontine, 
hirnſclf ſubſcribed to the decrees of that Synode with his own hands» 
So in Luthers time, when the © hurch was peftercd with Anabaptiſis; 
Serveturs, Canipanus, Stuck feldius,and other Furies; it defended it 
ſeli by preſcribing bounds to-thofe tht were in theminiſiry, which 
they thouli not paſs. See Melandon, Toms tertio Declarationum ſeleQa- | 
yum. Cgp. ce calumnijs Ofiandri p, 639,700, And why ſhould not the 
Ehurch ot England (zfter theſe and other laudable examples) for- 
tific and preſerye the Capitol of ker peace, againÞd turbulent invaders, 
and pernicious incendizries, by lyniting mens exorbitant excurſi- 
Ps in Joyning their conſent to hex wholſome diſcipline, ſaying 
thexto Lhall ye go and no further, 


it 


men, that ordinarily, one doth ſuppoſe and m- , 


A perſwaſive to Conformity, 
if you ſhould ſay, you would uſe them in hypo- 
crifie, But if aftcr all this ſtrife, what if theſe 
words Aﬀent and Conſent are but exegitical, 
where i Os Nev the fame thing is exprefled 
in ſeveral terms, as it is very uſual in Scripture; 
and import no more than that you ſhall con- 


Iftantly, and unſejgnedly uſe this form in pub- 


lick, excluding all others : Not as if owr Aſſent 
$0 theſe definitions,were in the ſame manner inter-= 
al as that is, wbich we give unto decrees, as in- 
allible, but ſuch as we give to thoſe, which are 
wot contrary tothe fundamentals of faith out of 
ſubmiſſion for peace ſake; as one well cxpreſſcs 
it, whole reading and judgmeut out-ſitrips his 
years. 


Whereas ſome of you have told me you would Bilhop 82, 
Sconform, were you not injoyned to do do what 1 599. 


1s abſolutely finful. Theſe are but ſelling 
words of yanity: For I muſt tell you again, prove 
what you ſay, and you ſhall have more compa» 
nions. It any thing in the Common-prayer were 
contrary to any part of Gods word, we have au- 
thority from eur ſubſcription to diſclaim it.1t is 
aot lawful for the Church to ordain any thing that 
i contrary to the word of God, or beſides the ſame, 


I They are the very words of our twentieth Arti= 


cle of Religion 3 fo far is ſhe from impofing any 
thing that 1s ſinful; ſo unlike is our {Church to 
the Church of Reme ; it Cardinal Pereoz hit her 
meaning right, when he told King Fames preſ(- 


Sing him, that the cup in the Sacrament , was 
Jaccording to Chrilts ialtitution --— That tis 
$lawful for the Church to diſpenſe with Chriſts in- 
Sftitztions ; or it this fingle Cardinal be no com- 


petent Interpreter of that Churches (cnſe, yet 
the 
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| perſwaſpve 40 Conformity. 

the counſel of Conſtance cannot be denied, af- 
firming — that although Chriſt hath appoint- 
ed the Sacrament to be received under both 
kinds ; yet (Hoc #04 obſtante) we decree that 
the lay-people ſhall only receive under the ſpe- 
cics of bread. Ionly add this, that by. the illus» 
{tration of contrarics. ingrateful men mighe be 
brought to ſee their own happineſs, who breath 
in the air of the Engliſh Church I bleſs Ged for 
his mercy, and conclude with thoſe words of 
remarkable D. Downham Though envy cannot | 
Jay but our Church holds all ſubſtantial points of 
Divinity,aud uſes the ordinary means of ſalvation, 
as other Churches teſtifie;yet ſo wanton in Religion 
are men throueh ſpiritual pride, that they care not 
for the ſound food of their ſouls, waleſs they may 


have their own ſauce- 


Io. Beſides your giving Aſcent and Conſent, 
you tumble again very ugluckily, at the very 
threſhold of the Liturgy, The very Calendar 
you fay is intollerable :: For thercin js injoyned 
the obſervation of feſtival dayes, by the in- 
ſtitution of man. TI will not diſpute with you 
about the.change of the Sabbath day, from the 
ſeventh to the firſt day of the week. I had ra- 
ther grant that to be by Apoſtolical and 
divine Authority than raiſe any duſt about ic, 
Yet this-hinders not but that it is in the power 
af the Church to ſet apart other dayes , eſpeci» 
ally I am confirmed herein, becauſe I find dayes 
of thankſgiving, and faſting ſet apart in the 
Scriptures, by comiſlion from men ; and TI have 
ſeen the. like practiſed by your (elves, I fiad the 

feall 


* 


—_ 1 > w | $$. » aq 7 


oo MEE. - 4 SP wo. ”” Las ? " i 


A perſwaſi veto Conformit 's 


feaſt of P# rim (o Iemnly obſerycd in the Old, and 
- the feali of the dedication owned by Cairitt him- 


ſelf in'the New Teftament. Thoſe Agape, er 
Love feaſts the Apoltle ſpeaks of, were taxed by 
him, not-{f1mply as feaſts, but as abuſed by the 
Corinthians. Tis calie to mention the Homi- 
hes and Otations, which the Ancients made Up- 
on the'Nativity of Chriſt and other *tcftivals £ 
That is a falſe plea againſt Saints dayes,as if they 
were equalliz'd to the Lords own day : For look 
what. difference there is between the Lady and 
her Maid, Chriſt and his ſervants , the fame we 
acknowledge ewixt the Sabbath, and *other fe- 
ſtivals. We Honour the Saints ; , and if we thould 
not, I-hnd by experience, we ſhould give the 
Papilisjutt offence; yet we do not adore them : We 
detire to imitate thoſe vertues and graces that 
were in the Saints: We rejoyce at their conquett 
over the World, their triumph | in Heaven 3 be- 
cauſe they keep an holy-day in rejoycing at our 
welfare 3 c{pecially when we are converted from 
our fins. Above all we delire to glorifie” God 
himſelf; who ſancified them on catch, inabled 
them to do and utter gloriouſly, and hath now 
cnroll'd them anwkwnn in che Calender aid dip- 
ticks in Heaven; He is wonderfull in all bis Saints, 
We make no ſhrines for them,or go a pilgrimage 
to vitit their remains : We fall not down to 
their repreſenting pictures, only we retain 
their hyltorical memorial, that we may thew 
our ſelves their genuine poſterity 3 as the Ao+ 
mans by beholding the Imag:s of their Noble 
Anceltours, were inflam'd to an imitation of 
their Heroical Acts. 'Tis truc, the Apofile told 


$ the Col!ſians, he was afraid of them, in thit 
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A perſwa eve to Conformity. 
they obſerved dayes but I take in the whol® 
verſc, and there follows Moutbes and Teares> 
which makes it plain thoſe dayes were Jewiſh 
feaſts,not only prece ding, but prefiguring Chriſt 
who was to cure; and who doubts but that 
fuch feſtivals were aboliſh'd -in Goſpel-times. | 
There is yct another Bank cafi up againft Holy- | 
dayes-- They contragid the fourth Command- 
ment, which ſaycs, $1x dajes ſpalt thou labour. 
Therctore none of thoſe dayes are to be ſet apart 
for recreationy or fcltivity, This was preti up- 
on me by a plain peifon ander my own charge 5 
yct'tis cake to divine out of whoſe quiver this 
ſhaft was dcrived,or on whoſcAnvil it was ham- 
mcrd. Gretias untics this knot : For the Im- 
perative Moud ( faycs he) ,in this place, or 
( which is all one among the Hebrews) the Fu- | 
ture Tenſc, Seaſum tanum finends habet, doth 
only fgnihe permifſion---- Thou ſhalt, that is, 
choumay ft work fix daycs. I msy add thoſc 
words arc to be undcritood Hypothetically,that 
15, thou ſhalt labour fix daycs, if the Church 
do net otherwiſe determine of any of thoſe 
dayes, for praycr, praiſcs, or faliing ; As many 
unives(a] propoktions in Scripture,arc to bc un- 
derflood in « particul2r and limited ſence3 fo 
many things abſolutely ſpoken, arc to be inter- 
preted by way of ſuppolition, as is evideut in 
Fonabs tamous Sermon , concerning the de- 
firucion of Nineverh, ſuch tcxts as feern perem< | 
tory, and totycus up to what is injoyncd in\ | 
them, muſt be underflood in ſuch a la- 
titude, that they do not contradiQt ether Scri- 
tures, Ag — Take no care what yow fall eat, 
that is, in compariſon of the ucxt World, And 
thcle 
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A perſwaſive ta conformity, 
thofe words 
ſtrike or tight withall 3 otherwiſe they ate con- 
trary to Mark 6. $. Take nething ſaves flaffe, 
that is, to walk withal as Travcllours. 

20. Another offence you take at the Calen- 
dcr is, ſome leſſons are taken out of the Apgcri- 
pha.'Tis true what Ferom (ayes —=Librum Apocris 
phum Eccleſia non recepit 5 Thoſe Books are not 
looked upon as any part of Canonical Scripture : 
Their Authority is not to be depcnded upon, as 
to prove any Article of Faith, or to be a rule of 
that dodrine which is neceſſary to falvation. 
Yet who is ignorant*, cxccpt thoſe who never 
read thoſe ancient Books, that therein are many 
excellent Lectures of morality, much — 


_ tothe regulation of mens manners 3 though 


will not commit Scripture with Scripture 3 nor 
compare theApocrypha with any part of the Old 
and New Teſtamenit, yet I rctec it to your own 
confideration, whether many Chapters in the 
Apocrypha may not ſecm to convey more of c- 
dation to the generality of people , than ma- 
ny abſtruſe gencological Chapters in the Old 
Teſtament. I am furs our Saviour had an cyc to 
this cnd, when in his quotations out of the Old 
Teſtament, he hath more regard to the reading 
ot the Septuagint,than of the Original Hevrew , 
Becauſe that was more common and better un- 
derliovd by his Auditours ; And whether it was 
for this reaſon that the Author of the Epiſtle to 
the Hebrews Chap. 13. 25. quotes that place out 
of Apocrypha 2 Maccab.7.7.1t deſerves your ic- 


3 cond thoughts. 


It you cxcept agaiult theſe Books, as of hu- 


mane authority only, arid therefore not to be 
F 2 read 


Take no ftaves, that is, to Mata 6 


A perſwaſeve to Conformity. 
read in the Congregation ; I demand of you, 
whether the Scriptures as divided into Chap- 
ters, and read in our tranſlations, as 'alfo tic 
Pſalms ſung in'oar metre and contents of Chap- 
ters are not (o : neither 151t any ſtrange thing 0 
rcad in the'Church occaſionally, even Books of 
humane compoſure, 'as well as Clements Epililes 
in the primitive times. But ifall this will not 
reconcile your minds to our Calendar, preſcri- 
bing, ſomc Chapters out of the Apocrypha, what 
tollows methinks ſhould more than fatishe any 
rafional men, who are not Pertinaciouſſy re- 
folv'd to lyc under their own doubts and tears» 
Rather than loſe your communion, and the cxe- 
cution of your Miniltry upon this account, the 
Church is fo indu]genr, as in this matter, almoſt 
to leave you to your own Itberty, I mean fo far, 
as to exchange one' Chapter for another , the 
Apocrypha for Canonical Sripture, as appears by 
the Preface tothe (econd part of the Book, of Ho- 
milies, O that there were ſuch an heart in you ! 
as t9 be ſatably difpos'd (Knerdo in eccurſum ) 
by mceting ſo tender a Mother in, complying 
with hcr innocent conliitutions! 


30. Some of you ( for 'tis rare to find many 
of you in the ſame mind ) have not much to ſay. 
againſt the body of the Liturgy, were it left to 
your free will» to uſe, or not touſe it, if Mi- 
nilters that are heavy and unexperienc'd might 
have the athttance of theſe crutches; but thoſe 
thit have more elevated parts and are men of 
activity, might be Icttio thcirewn Liggs. If 
ſuchas have tut barren invoutions and ſtarn- 
ming cxpreliions night help rhemlelyes out 
With 
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with ſuch a form, it would not be amiſs: But 
to comflac ſuch as have pregnant heads and vor- 
luble tongues, within ſuch bounds, that they 
muſt alwayes move in the ſamic circle : This is 
little lefs than preventing their own yrowth and 
proficicncy,by being taked down al ways to their 
alphaber, and having their wings pinion'd 3 by 
this means the Talents of able men will b- rapp'd 


up ina Napkin the Church deprived of thcir 


gifts, and the Spirit quenched within them. 
What ? mutt Saxls head and froulders be cat 


| off, that he may be equal to his brethren ? 


When I read, or hear ſuch harrangs 3s theſe, 
] am prone to ſuſpe&, that theſe Seraphick 
DoQours ( notwithftanding a!l their ſublime 


"Notions and refin'd pretcnces) are not wcll ac- 


quainted with the very cſlentials of prayer, . or 

at leaſt, have not thoſe apprchcnfions oft God 

(who 1s the only objcct of prayer jas they ought 

to have, Alaſs! Do we think to charm his cars, iP o4y 
with a multiplicity of porapous words? or,think lpm | 
we that our Praycrs alc the more acccptavle tO bur ſve 
him, becauſe they are preſented to him eyery cisliy in 
day in a new drels. 


Helger ' 


God delights not in varicty of phralcs, nor F- 3:0. 
rejects our defires, though tendered in the ſame polling. n 
words, In orgeione quantum verbis gccedit, tax- —q pro 
tum ſpiritzi decedit , (ayes the Caſuitt. The in va 16 
more intcnt weare upon words in praycr, the 20 8nd © 
weaker isour ſpirit in praying « Inouga we Anwarh 
pray in anold form, yet if we put forth new vi- | * te 
gour of ſoul, our prayers ſhall be trcſh every p;,, p 
day; and not for that reaſon ) be the [cls pre- 227, ; 
F 3 \alent 
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valent ſince that God with whom we have to. 


do, looks more after our Hearts and Reins, and 
thoſe ſecret groans, which cannot be uttered 
( this is praycr indeed, wwppuiry effetually 
wrought in us, by Gods'own ſpirit) than after 
the froth of our lips, or cadency of our words, 
wn I ſacro quid facit awrum, It was an Hea- 
theniſh conceit that the ſmoak of their Incenſe 
burnt upon their Altars, and the (avour of their 
Sacrifices did delight the Noſtrils of theirGods. 
Let us come before him with humility, rcpen- 
tance, & ſteddy zeal,--Et farre litemus:;It mat- 
rers not though our words be few and plain, 
though our prayers be ſhort and repeated every 
day in theſame numerical ſyllables , though oxr 
cars are ſo carnal,that they long & itch as much 


\ after change of (ſentences, as a wanton ftomack 


doth after variety of meats 3 yet far be this 
from us, when we have to do with God, Our 
words may be the ſame, yet our prayers may ibe 
ew : As hc that read over Virgil ſeveral times, 
and alwayes obferv'd a new fanfic in that Poet. 
But what ncecſlity of any new ſtrain of words ? 
If God would grant me thoſe petitions which 
arc offered up ts him in the Common-Prayers, 
I ſhould account my ſelf ſufficiently happy : 
Although we are not fo rcſtrain'd, but upon oc- 
cations, even in preblick we may uſe our gifts, 
if there we be grave, modeſt, diſcreet and humble, 
And here we have a Royal approbation of 
one that was the beſt Interpreter of the 
Law. 

If men would ſtudy to undermine the very 
walls of Zion, and throw Granado's into the 
Koly of Holics, they could not tind out a more 

com- 
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-compendious way than by bringing into the 
Chuxch ſuch a Trojan Horſe, as this intollera- 
bletolleration in permitting every one to do 
what is good in his own cycs 3 if ſome Miniſters 
thould pray by Book, and others without, if 
ſome ſhould obſerve the Rubrick, and others 
90 by the Cards of their own diſtorted fanſics; 
What Ccuſuring ? What condemning each 0- 
ther muft inevitably follow hercupon ? Look 
what the one did, mult needs be a reproach and 
4 defhance unto the other. He that reads will 
paſs ſentence upon him that reads not. As thoſe 
Chriſtians that were converted from Gentiliſme 
and did cat all forts of meats indiffcrently, did 
jndpe and deſpiſe thoſe judaizing converts, who 
were more {cupulous, in abſtaining frem ſcve- 
ral ſorts of meats : Whar caftingot dirt (1 had 
almoſt ſaid darts ) into one anothers faces would 
there be betwixt the Miniſters of this and the 
next Pariſh? Mcthinks I here one ſay of the o+ arget 24 
ther——heis legal, flat, hide-bound, fleg- buc 0n- 
matick Pariſh-Pricſt: And the other replying 979%, cr 
(before the words arc quite out of his meuth ) —_ 
that he whois fo forward to brand his ncigh- g4,ju0 5n4, 
bour is a proud, daring, pragmatical bablcr, furor pap. 


- evaporating crude, indigelted and lame petitt- !o,quad ne- 


ons, which he would be aſham' to offer unto his pane 


Prince, What will the people do in this caſe 7 Ng 
' Scinditur iu incertum, Oc, they arc at belt but —_—_ fries: 


IM&or mixs) on like Proteus turning 1uto {ever credar bz 


ſhapes 3 they are as unſtable a7 water; and there» $254 #7 


fore arc compar'd in the Revelation, to floods ,*-** 


+ 6 Ju 


' and great waters which roar this way. and the *,,, 


other way, as they meet with imprelkions of fe- 7... 


wins; They will hardly bc kpe within: 
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A perſwaſiveto Conformity. 1 
their own channels : They will adbere fo the one, 
and deſpiſe the other ;\and1ike that rout As 19, 
Some will cry one thing ſome another. ſore will 
ſay ſuch a Miniſter 132 good man, no ayes his 
neighbour, for be deceiveth the people, The Sab- 
bath day will be ſpent in counter-traverling the 
wayes from one Church to another. Here gocs 
a troop of Male-contents from their own Jerus 
ſalem unto Hiericho ; Theſe have nice ſqueamiſh 
ttomacks, that care not for ſolid meat, but cry 
out upon their daily Manna 3 therefore they 
are looking out for noyelties and change of dyet 
which may ſuit better with their curious ſfio» 
 macks-;- Perhaps by the ſame way they .mect 
as many that are weary of their running-ban- 
quets, and kickſhaw difhes 3 © theſe are looking 
out for fixcere milk; They deſire to worſhip 
God, nat at the diſcretion of a fingle. Minitier, 
but in fuch a way as hath been approved of by 
Syneds, Conyecations, Parliaments, by the bclt 
Divines ancient and modern, . at howe and a- 
broad, ſo that after the way which others ( gven 
thole they met a little hefore) 'call Swperſtitzon, 
Herefie, Idsla3ry, fo worthip they. the LordaGod 
Þt their Fathers, Now. what confution+ is here 
Ike to be. #. eſpecially fiace no diſcords {well 
higher, than;thoſe that: are. maintain'd -by dil- 
ſcnters in, Religion 3. and where Conſcience 
(whether rightly inform'd, or deluded ) is 
calld in to abet-the quarrel. .'In ſuch caſes there 
are bellz pluſquam civilia, invetcrate,” and ir» 
reconcileable jarrs, here.a company of Guelphs, 
and yonder.as many Gihclines.: Several Congre= 
grations will be but as-Tork: and Lancaſter, : one 


$0 the Others Contider now-my Brethren 3whes 
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ther this motian of yours is like to come fromthe 
God of peacc aud order, from that ſpirit which 
{aycs as much as poſtibly.ye can, live peacesbly 
with all men ; As if the Apofile would; have us 
to ſtrain our ſelves, and not to ſtand upon gnats 
and petty provocations; that ſa we may preſerve 
the bonds ef peace. Doth this ſpirit prompt you 
to promote ſuch courſes which are like to crutm- 
ble the Church antl fate into Atomes ; And to 
break our ſtaves into ſhivers 3 both that of beamty 
and this ot b91ds ———— Hoc ithacus velit, this 1s 


that which the common enemy watches for; fuch. 


deſigns, though ithcy fetch a compals about, yet 
in the conclukon will jumpia and concenter 
with thcirs. 

Now you-art ſo unkind to the Church and 
your own native Country, -yet can you blame 
the ſupreme; Magilirate, whom God hath ap- 
pointed to be our nurſing Father 3 and hath in- 
tralted him with two ſwords, and with both 
the Tables of his Law 3 if he ſeeing his Subjeas 
ruſhing precipitantly, perniciouſly, as well as 
pertinaciouſly, upon the point of their own 
does interproſe his Authority and re- 
{train theem, by ſetting them bounds which they 
ſhall not paſs, 

But I have heard ſome pleading very vehe- 
mently (who would not ſeem incouliderable 
perſons. That in point of policy, thoſe that are 
11 authority thould allow liberty in indifferent 
things : For this-ſay they : would content the 
people and.tend'to their own preſervation. Thus 
weare ready to:-preſcribe to our Superiours, and 
are more apt to teach them, "than to learn.'our 
own duty,, We can tcl} others what they m_ 
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do in policy 3 but we are defcRive, © in that o- 
bedience, which we our ſclves ought to per- 
form in Conſcicnce 3 our ſoveraign hath learn'd 
better divinity from his Royal Father, whoſe 
_—— 1s bleflcd and ſweet, He hath 
taug 


the perturbation of the Laws,” in which is wrapt 
zep the publick intereſt, and the good of the commus- 
nity, It ſeems by the carriage of theſe men, the 
King may yield to them it he pleaſe, but they will 
not {ſubmit to him,. though it be in things (in 
their own apprchenſion )indifferent. And herein 
they declare their non-ſubmiſſion toGod himſelf, 
who hath commanded obcdience unto Kings (at 
leaft) in things of this nature : Such perſons 
would have the King confirm the Atheiſts ob- 


jecion 3; to wit that religien is nothing clſe. 


but an a& of policy, though ſuch who are 
beſt vers'd in Chriſtian policy , have thought 
— That a needleſs alteration dith but diminify 
the venerable efkeem of Religion and leſſen the ere« 
dit of ancient truths ; Break, the ice in one place, 
ic will crack in more, Semel wiolata Ecelefie 
concordia non eft finis, neque modus deſſentiony. 


30. Yet you are not ſatisfied what will dc+ 
come of yourpartsif a form be injoyned? what? 
muſt they be ſuppreſt ? muſt {ſwift dromedaries 
be keptin, and march at the rate of Snails ? 
Well,'tis granted that parts are very neceflary for 
che Miniſters of the Golpel,when they are right- 
ly imploy'd, and not FÞ fre in the thatch : 


Learning in ſuch heads, Las know not how to 
| wceild 


t him, wot to bet any fattions it any | 
publick diſeriminationsof Religions, contrary 19 + 
: bis own judgment, or to gratifie « fattion with 


NEE, 
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| weild it doth but make men the more dangerous 


Heretijcks, and curſed incendiaties. Let it be 
ſuppoſed too, that you are the only men: of 
parts, the Cedars in our Lehanox: That we are 


| Graſhoppers, ſhrubs, and Tgnoramuſes in com- 
. pariſon of you 3 yet will you diſdain to take us 


along with you ? Good-natur'd children,though 
ſame of them be of riper yeares, will take theix 


younger Brothers and Siſters by their hands, and 


and not run away from them. No doubt but 
among facebs cattle, Come were vigorous, and 
aQiver than others, yet he draws them all ſoftly, 
and top'd the formofi of them that they 
might make up one droye. So Maris march'd 
quadrato agmine,in Rank and File : and though 
ſome of his Souldiers might be more nimble of 
foot than the reſt, yet he was not ſo raw a Gene- 
ral, as not to diſcipline his Army, by keeping 
them together, F 


40.But if there myſt be a form of prayer, why 
15 it not continued into our prayer, as in the xc- 
formed Churches abroad ? Why is it parcell'd 
into ſo many ſcraps, and written in ſuch a Lyp- 
ſian ſtyle, 

I {ce you arc reſolved to diſpute, and con- 


demg every thing, wherein your own hands have 


not been imployed. Had you been ſo happy as 
to haye been amongſt thoſe Church: Heroes 
who compil'd the Liturgy, you might have di- 
rected them to haye drawnitup in a far better 
manner z but conſider who they were that ſaid 
it. If we had been in the dayes of our fore-Fatbers, 
we would not have been pertakers with them 1% the 
blood of the Prophets ; you kxow wbo ſaid 8. 0 


= 
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that T wery made & Fudge in the Land, that eve'Y 
2 Sam.i15. man whit hath anyſurt or cauſe might conte unto me. 
© 3 Thinkof that voice which Luther hcard, when 
he was troubled about ſome paſſages of Gods 
Providence,and cheught with himſelf, that they 
might have been ordered better, Martine ! 
Martine! tu valde ſapis, ſed ego non ſum Deus 
ſtqurx; Martin Lathi ! Thou art very wiſe but 
God is not at thy beck, This correQion did fo 
@® humble Lz#ther, and made him fo traQtable to 
Gods'will, that when Melandon was troubled 
at the affairs of the Church He wrote to 
him not to trouble himſelf with the Government 
of the world, Britbwal4 Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
was troubled in like manner at the expiring of 
the blood Royal, and he -received a like an- 
Goodwin wer Regnum Anglie, Regnum Dei The 
of the lives Kiirgdom of England is Goas in a ſpecial manner, 
- Bl- and he will take care that it ſhall not want a King. 
_— Such as have been too pragmatical, bcyond the 
tether of their proper places and callings, de- 
ſerve a check from God ; and ate as it were, 

ſo many ' Auomala's from men, 


Were I fo fond of my own judgment, as to 
lay it inthe other end of the ballance, againſt 
the determinations of the Church 3 fo as to con- 
clude with my ſclt, that I could have mended 
the form of ou prayers in any particular; as that 
blaſphemous wretch ſaid, had he ſtood at Gods 
elbow, when he made the World he could have 
told him how to have made it better) I ſhould 
ſuſpe& ſuch a daring thought, as the {pawn 
and injc&ion of the old Scrpert :; For though I 
will not captivate my underftanding to 2ny mans 
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Ipſe dixit ; or ſuffer my ſelf to be led away by an 
#mplicit Faith, much les injbrace the Religion 
of ſuch as are uppermoſtghough it EL, op 
it ſelt; which is as monltrous a dodarine,' as the 
Title of the Book which holds it forth : Yet in 
matters of diſcipline,order, Government, manncr 
of Worſhip, where nothing is 9btruded contrary 
to the word of God, IE ſubmit to the 
wills, and to acquieſce in the commands of my 
Governours, And though I were {0 Ea le-ey'd, 
as to diſcern defets in our Church offices ( or 
it pretends not to be abſg]ute, as appears by the 
Preface before the Communion) to they.were 
confiltent with piety 3 T-would not go. about 
to make a rupture in the, Church, and, and a- 
loof off from her commyzyon,. unleſs I might 
be gratifid , in having that ameuded, which 
pcrhaps ſome ill humvurs, gx perturbations in 
my own a, repreſent unto me: to be amils, 
Fox as the Eafterny Proverb tells us ——though 
many. things which I w#tit woY 42077 THOPED 
ENCE 15 cheap, So though what .I would have, 
pay (ecm.to mgvot great conſequence, 3 yet. the 
peace apd welfare of the Churgh are farre,great- 
cr, Thoſe words. arc yery ſcycre where-gvce 
they fall: It may, their imptclion may be the 
deeper, when you know the, Author noww— - 
Scþ1ſmaticks have ligbt beels, and lighter heads, Mr Merle 
that run firſt out of their wits, and #hez: 23:t of the on Chrids 
Church ; becaziſe it runs not, on the giddy . wheels paſſion ye 
of their vertiginous fanfies. Such as arc bufic-bo» 397: 
dics, 1n putting thor hooks into other mens 
Corn, aud medling in ofaer amwns Provinces, 
eſpccially in prefcriaing to their Rulers, they 

| als 


4 perſwaſove to conformity. 
are but Idle perſons. Saint Poul will falve the 
contradiQion : He calls the ſame perſons buſte- 
bodies, exd Idle toe, t Tim. 5. 15. | 


But it ſuch an unpardonable fault in our 
prayers that many of them are ſhort? What 
think you of cjaculations, are not they prayers ? 
and commonly the moſt fervent : There is moſt 
of a ſpirituyl Impetas exerted in them : (as thole 
that have but a ſhort race to run, their ſirength 
ſerves them to run the fafter ) And is it not - 
longing to their very nature to be ſhort ? What 
think you of all the prayers mention'd in Scri- 
pture ? were not Moſes, Hezekieb, David, Das 
xiel, nay Chriſt himſelf as able as any of us, to 
lengthen out their prayers? yet where have they 
left us any pattern upon Record ? of prolix pro- 
tracted;and volunmious prayers?except youwill 
ſay the Book of the Palms are ſo.But then why 
de you'ſit at the reading of them?Is that a ſeem- 
ly poſttre for prayer,and praiſes ? we read that 
Pawl and Silas pray'd at midnight; Saint Paw! 
preach'd ' until midnight As 20.7. butl tind 
none praying ſo long together, That prayer of 
ourSaviours f0.1.7.15 the longeſt I can think on 
at preſence. Yet though ] tead no long prayers in 
Scripture, I read of them but with a tharp ſpit, 
orblack brand before them in threes of the E- 
vangeliſts : Wo unto you Scribes, Phariſees, Hy+ 
pocrites, for you devour Widdows bowſes, and for 
pretence make long prayers : Or as ſome read ic 
an— Simslentes eretionem lonugam: Not pray- 
ing long, but fainting and counterfeting thi do- 
ing ſo. That under the pretence ofa long grace 
they might cat the greater dinnerzin ſwall »ing 
W idows 


' _ _ 4 perſawfptetoCgpformity. q3 
' Widows houſes at a bitt : Ws houſes did 
I ay ? I with that fome'under this prefence,had | 
not thought to have taken tbe boxſes of God into 
poſſeſion'3 had not the gobbets been too hard of 
digeſtion 3' had not the great Peterfamiliss and 
Land-Lord of theſe houſes, granted Devids im- 
precation againſt ſuck ſacrilegious cormorants.” 
===) my God t make tens like nnto a wheele ! that 
is making them ſo giddy, that they Tet ge 
their hold; | 
It we came with a good flomack, I mean with 
ſuch a Chrigian appetite, aud diſpolition of ſoul, 
' as we ought todo, when we joyn together in 
praycrz theſhortneſs would not offend us, but 
rather prevent that tediouſneſs, which is too in» 
cident to our ficſh and blood, inour devotions, 
and a jmcans to make them ntw, freſh, and 
vigorous, at every pcriod. As after Moſes had ; 
been praying in the Mount, his hands began to £x04. 224 
be heavy; had not Aron and Hur held themup. 7 
Ic is nat ſocafte (as ſome account it)" to wind 
up the ſoul to an heavenly pitch, and to keep. it 
at that bent for any-duration of time; Sure I 
am, the beſt of Gods people have complaia'd of 
coolings, flacknings, and diſtractions in this 
calc; and after their praycrs, could even have , 
caſt ſtones at themfelyves, and beat upon their 
owu breafts, when they have reflected upon 
their languiſking derotious. Therefore the ſhort- 
nc(s of our prayers, and the peoples reſponſes 
arc ſo. many helps co our iafrrmities; as 
ſo much Cork or as {ſo many bladders to kcep 
us from linking into tke Gulph, or dead fea of 
| 2 lithcr, and dull kind of ofcitancy. Then we 
have 


” to Conformity, 
uſe, and take breath with 


Gaud en thought it moſt heavenly mu- 
en-he preach 'd at the Temple) to hear 


$uage (to inflame one the other with fire from 


z . 


As for\ our being ;uf the ſame with other 


= ELLE SE 


. c::7 Churches abxoad inicvery pun&ilio 3 it can nei« 


Cn — — 
, | 


-* ther beexpecged by them... nor performed by us: 
We allow; them their Chriſtian liberty, . with-. 
out. cenſuring. them. for, that. Whercin they 
difler from vs in circumfianitials 3 and thoſe that 
have been even pillars amongſt them, have'been 
at their Dabimaſque vieiſim, They have not 
not only cgmmended, but have wiſhed for the 
ſame diſcipline and manner of werthip among 
themſclves, were it conſiſtent with the condi- 
tion of their affairs. 


Were in {ome forraign Church ſaid the lear- 
ned Biſhop of Iorceſter(I heard it frem his own 
month )where it were the cuſtom to kneel at the 
Creed, ] would conform to thataurch; & ſhall 
NoJs 


od perſwaſtue to Eonforwity. 
not.we condeſcend to the, pradiſes, of our own 
Church, which arc both lawful, and warranted 
by the beſt authority of the Nation ? That our 
prayers-are lawful appears by ſome of your own 
congeflions : For you [ay, you ſhould not be a- 
gainſt them, were they joyned in one ;, whereas 
Magis and Minus vary not the ſpecies. of any 
thing), ſo neither doth the length, or ſhoxtne(s 
of it, A ſhort line isa line as well as along ones 
only the length o#chings many times, doth but 
dwindle them into weakneſs, as plate, . the morc 
*tis beaten out the thinner it is, and rarifaction 
in nature ſwells the ſame matter into, a greater 
bulk, but withall impairs its ftrength. There 
is morc worth in a Diamond, than in a whole 
Mountaia of rubbiſk-ſtone. The le theeye is, 
t he ſharper the fight.:. And in the little com- 
paced hcart of a Lyen therc is mok of boldneſs, 


" and courage. Nature is mexims iu minimis, it 


ſhews moſt of its skill in things of (malle& quan- 
tity, or (as Saint Auſtin) Deus non paryus is 

arvis, Gods wiſdom and power are not (mall 
in the (malleſt things. 


== Major in exiguo Regnabitcor pore virius —— 


The Greek proverb alſo is often too true+->- 
*Arcs ,uexpis, And may not the Publicens ſhort 
prayer, Lord bemerciful to me 8 ſinner ! be more. 
mallic, and effectual , . than the bablings of the 
long winded ;Phariſer. 


This objection is more unreaſonable yet : for 
as*tis (aid of the Scriptures, There arc depths 


for the Elepbont to (wim, and fords for the 
mY G L 4mbs 
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Lambs to wade : Some things ſo myſterious that 
they may puzzle the moſt ſubtile and angelical 
DoGors ;  ſorne things ſo plain; that a novice 
may 7# and read them : Milk for babes, and 
ſtronger meat for men of riper years. $Þ in 
our Liturgy. There are ſome prayers more con- 


. ciſe in confideratien of our infarmities, which 


Eft diſcre- 
tio non tam 
vIrtus 
guam que- 
dam Al 
riga 
modirat 19 


virturum, 
Bernzrd 
Ser. 49. iN 
Cant, 


are apt to tire in running a longer race of 
devotions; and there are others more large, as 
that for the Catholick Churth, &c. to exerciſe 
their more Eagle-like wings 3 who are able to 
ſoar higher, or fetch a wider compaſs without 
reſting, or pauling by the way. 


I rcad indeed of Nazianzere and Baſil, that 
they faſted fo leng, until they became ſo many 
Skeletons, And Saint Bernard did pray fo much 
nightand day, donec genwas ſuſtinere Corpus ut 
poſſent, until he was not able to go, until his 
knees as Exſebins ſaith of Saint Fames )were like 
thoſe of Elephants. Here was Nimietas $ ent 
fervorzs, an immoderate zeal overflowing all 
banks , without any judicious timcing of what 
is ſacred, God would not hayc us to Sacrifice 
our ſelves in'the Letter, but in the Allegory, 
by offering him a reaſonable ſervice ; As we muſt 
not cat untill wenauſeate our meat, but give off 
with an appetite 3 ſo our God expeas nor that 
we ſhould pray untill we ſurfeit with an' Honey- 
comb, and make the exerciſe of Religion a very 
drudgery, like rowing in a GallyzHe knows bet- 
ter whereof we are made. There were a com- 
pany of praying Hereticks in former ages, who 
abuſed thoſe words ef the Apoſile, pray alwayes. 
Religion was never intended to oppreſs the 


{pi- 
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(pirits of mea; but to refreſh. and raviſh them 
— Ut famelici ad delictas conveniamus; that we 
may (till. be longing to appear before the preſence 
of God. Fervor diſcretionemerigat,@ diſcretio fer« 
vorem Regat. Onr zeal muſt excite our Fudgment, Bougyd 


SEE. 23, ith 
Cant, 


and our , <6 nk muſt moderate our zeal , 


50 [I find that the Commilltoners choſen out 
of your. ſelves, to treat about the Common« 
Prayers, at the $av'y, have propos'd an Wltera- 
tion of ſeveral piflages ; And 1 fiad that your 
requeſts are gratifi'd in ſeveral particulars 3 ſuch 
as were back'd with any ſkew of reaſon: As in the 
offices of Marriage, Churching of Women, Bu- 
rial, and in the declaration ot the ground of 
kneeling at the Sacrament, and in other infſtan- 
ces. Now who would have thought but good» 
natur'd men. ſhould have come ſome few ſteps 
towards an happy accommodation? Yet you 
ſtand like ſo many marble pillars, without 
moving one foot z as if you wcre reſolv'd (after 
all theſe conceſſions) not to abate the leaſt pun- 
Gilio, Let the Church fink or ſwim; if you 
may not have your wills. As D.:vid {aid of his 


dead child, I fhall go to him, but he ſhall not 


returR to.me. So we may lay--»we may come to 
you, but you will not move towards us. Which 
calls to mind the like diſpoſition in ſome of your 
perſwaſion, who came to Queen Elizabeth and 
petition'd ro be diſpens'd withall concerning 


the Croſs « The Quecn readily granted their See Dr. 


Fo. 2urges, 


requeſt npon condition they would yeild obedi- 
ence tg other things : But at laſt they told her 
plainly, they would not leave ſo mach as & hoof 


bebingd, How gatne the ſame ſpirit into you from 
G 2 ther? 
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' them? 'or how came the ſpirit in thoſe mem- 
bers which once fat at Weſtminſter, Firſt, they 


a 
4 


muſt have Straffords blood, and one would 


- have thought that Sacrifice ſhould have aton'd 


and aſſwag'd all growing fears 3 but afterwards 
they muſi have a Triennial Parliament. Yet all 
this was nothing, they muft have the Militia 
too. Thus it was with' them, and it is with you, 
one concefhon(as it is in vidories)is but Gradus 
futnre, a tiep to another. you ſee what ſlender 
hepes of -condeſcention you afford as 'on your 
parts, | 

60. It'is not my purpoſe to write 'a ratio- 
nale upon the body of the Liturgy, or to anato- 
mifeitin its fevera} parts. That's performed 
already by more dextrous hands, As Chriſt teld 
the Glutton, defiring that one might be ſent to 
his Brerhren, to forewarn them. that they came 
not into that place of torment : They had Moſes 
and the Prophets, If they would not hearken to 
them ; neither wouldthey beleive, though one ſhould 
riſe from the dead, SOoyou have Hooker, Ham- 
mon, &c. It thele can get no audience , what 
ſhall he do that comes after the King ? If -an' A- 
poſtle ſhould riſe our of his-Grave, ' or an Angel 
drop from Heaven, and- afſure you that you 
may lawfully uſe the Common-prayers ;T much 


queſtion whether ſome -of you would believe 


them. 


Yct your objections againf our prayers are ſo 
light, thin, and fcanty, that I cannot find any 
ritional man} to infift upon them, as ſo momen- 
tous, #&& LIanta- Mount, as to juſtifie their non- 

& com» 
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corpliance with them here, ox dare truſt, their 
power, to ſhield them trom the Articles and 
crols interrogatories of a greater Biſhop, at ano- 
ther day of yiſitation: Therefore moſt of yeu 
are like Squerrils skipping from one thing to, a- 
nother as if you were afraid to Rand your 
ground , or truſt to any of your Forts : Like 
iick men, tumbling new on this fide, now 
on that. Would you pitch upen any particu- 
lars in our prayers, and fay ——— Hie figo 
baculum=—— Hic murus Abenew—pointing at 
thoſe things in them, which are abſolutely fin- 
ful,and which will wound Conſcience, regulated 
by the word of God : Then you mult either be 
anſwered, or elſe we muſt defift from our pra- 
iſe : for we cannot do ſo great wickedneſs and fin 
againſt God. But where's the Champion, that 
enter'd theſe liſts ? If there hath been any who 
hath not received ſufficicut anſwers, Tmuſt pro- 
teſls my own ignorance. 

Porpbyry and” Fulian found many things in 
the Scriptures to cavil at,and open their mouths 
wide againſt, But who thinks the worſe of thoſe 
Luminaries, the Prophets and Apoliles, be- 
cauſe ſuch dogs bark'd at them? And if the 
Divine Oracles have been expos'd to fuch Pan- 
thers , what wonder is it that what is 
of humane compoſure , though never fo 
cxaQly fram'd, be carp'd at by Arifterchns his 
of&-spring, 

I remember ſome yeares ſince a form of pray- 
| erof your own modclling peep'd out into the 
World, and it was damn'd by many of your 
+felves, before it had wip'd off the ſweat of the 
preſs, whercas ours hath ſtood out againſt the 

| G 3 cms 
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tempeſis and ſhakings of virulent tongues, for 
| many yeares. (I had almoſt ſaid ages) And 
[| were men but ſo ingenious topromote a peace - 
able order in the Church, as they are watchful 
to find knots in bulruſhes, and to torture ther 
brains to hnd ſcruples in what is moſt plain 3 
they might without any Rartling, or affright- 
ments, apply themſelves to a conſcionable uſe 
'of the ſame,Strange ! that mcn ſhould be ſo jea 
ous, that a Serpent ſhould lurk under every 
leaf. As if our Governours and Fathers were fo 
unnatural as to give us ſcorpions inſtead of 
eggs: lay trains to blow us up: Rats-bane to 
| poylon us, and gins to enſnare us. Had we but 
| a due latitude of Candour, and charity towards 
| others, or underſtood our own happineſs That 
'Y we may-take things in the Lyturgy,iu the beſt ſenſe 
| Dr. Sparks Fe 9an: As King Famer dcclar'd at the confe- 
p.538, . renceat Hampton Conrt : and is ſtill to be ſap- 
EI pegs that the ſame liberty is virtually allow'd 
by our Gracious Soveraign ; Surc theſe billows, 
and waycs would ceaſc roaring, | 


£ 
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> C HAP. IX. 


Concorning the Salvation of Infants dying 
after Baptiſm. 


TX poſition concerning Children Baptiz'd 
— That if they dye before aftnal fin commit- 
ted they ſhall be undonbtedly ſavd, doth much 
offend you though *tis no part of the Lyturgy, 
injoyn'd to beread at any time, But ſome of you 
ſay 'tis ſach a doctrine as is purpoſely ſet down, 
to bring in Pelagianiſm, Arminianiſm,Popery and 
I know not what. 

Thus you are ſtill afraid of ſhadows, and by 
your active fancies frame ſuch chymera's of 
danger, which have no footing in nature, That 
this afſettion is no new invention, or addition of 
our times, Dr. Ferd will inform you; who 
affirgs that it was angiently ſet down in the 
Rubrick before confirmation : And he doth as 
ſoundly prove in the ſame place---that Infants 


Baptized are without doubt juftified, and if juſti- 


fied, then they ſhall be alſo glorified : for the 
Apoſile will by no means ſever theſe two, and 
I hope you will not ſay 3 this grave and eminent 
Divine was cither Pelagian, Arminian or Papiſt. 
I hope you have the like charity for BiſhopDave- 
nant; yet he will tell you that the guilt of Origi- 
nal ſin is preſently taken away in Baptiſm : thigh 


the contagion of it remains and dyes by parcels, 
A win | And 
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In his de- 
terminati- 
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And if the guilt , or damning power ef fin 
be taken away, furc ſuch Infants as dye be- 
fore they kave contracted any new guilt, 
ſhall. net be damned; aud will ic not nece(- 
farily follow then that they ſhall be faved ? 
Except you will maintain'a third place, A 
limbus Infantum , betwixt both, This Do- 
Grrine was part of 'Lxthers Creed. I belcive 
ſayes he , that Infants Baptized, fe in pri- 
ma 4tate extind: fint,: ſalvatos eſſe. And long 
before him, Saint Ferome tclls us ; Vetus 
Adam in lavacro totus moritur, uovu cum 
Chriſto ſuſcitatur in Baptiſmate. Perit choicus 
naſcitur ſuperCeleſtis. Shall ſuch as are Bap- 
tiz'd be buried, and riſe again with Chriſt ; 
and ſhall they not aſcead into Heaven after 
him, Col. 2. 12. | 

But pray tell me 3 was there not a reaſon, 
that this part of Catholick Doctrine, ſhould 
be revivd ? was not Baptiſm too much vi- 
lified in, your dayes? not only in the. .bold 
adminiſiration of it, by thoſe who were ne- 
ver lawfully ordained and appointed there- 
unto - But alſo by a curſed indifferency , 
whereby many perſons began to be careleſs 
of water - Baptiſm, as they calld it, as 
if at beſt ic did but ſerve as the marking 
an Horſe for a Common :; as if it were an 


erapty fign without a ſal : Was it not time 


then to vindicate the power and efficacy of 
this bleſſed Sacrament from ſuch incroach- 


ments ? and to rub off this moſs which was 


. growing over it * As Saint Pa#l magnified 


his office moſt , and gloried in his education, 
lufferings , viſiens, when impoſtors and falſc 
PT Brc« 


A perſwaſive to Conformity. 
Brethren went about to debaſe him. The 
Primitive Chriſtians put the croſs into their 
Banners, and made a ſhew of it openly, when 
the Heathens did moſt of all reproach it. As 
if by a kind of an Antiperifiaſis * other 
mens ſcorn did but adde to their honourable 
elteem of it. This I take to be the ' reaſon, 
why the Ancients are ſo voluminons againſt 
Heathen - Worſhip, and ſuch Hereticks 
as deprav'd the DoGtrine of the Trinity, and 
ſay ſo little concerning our differences with 
the Papiſts, or among our ſelves 3 becauſe 
that kind of Idolatry did moſt infeft and al- 
lault the Church,and theſe controverſics were 
not yet brought forth by Satans Mid-wifery in 
thoſe dayes. | 

Object. But if Infants dying after Baptiſm 
are ſaved, then thoſe that dye before Baptiſts 
are damned. | 


Sol. Here is a deſperate ſequele : There's 
no thing in our Articles of Religion, Canons, 
or Lyturgy to make it good 3 no ſuch duri 
patres Infantum in our Church. What though 
Baptiſm bo the ordinary means of falvation ? 
Yet who eyer affirm'd that God is a Phyſi- 
cal Agent, or tyed him up to the uſe of 
means * Such ſecrets we leave to the Lord 
who a&s moſt freely, and graciouſly, We 
are ſo farre from paſſing ſentence on poor 
Infants dying without Baptiſm, that we arc 
ready to ſay with Calvin: If none can be 
Aaved but ſuch as are Baptiſed , Neceſſe 
erit Retrehi .latrowem de Regno Dei : The 
Theit muſt be thrown out of Paradiſe. 
CHAP, 
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CHAP. X. 


Wow Infants are Regenerated in Bap- 
tiſm. 


Ht thoſe two or three lines concerning the 
falvation of Infants been left out, yet you 
would have bcen as angry, ſo long as the 
word Regencrate is retained in this ſervice; all- 
though the words immediatcly following —= 
And grafted into the body of Chriſt's Church, 
—and again--- Incorporated into the boly Church, 
w=—[may ſcem to ſuch as are peaceable , and 
willing to take things in the moſt candid ſence, 
to import no more, but that by Baptiſm a 
dorc i5 opened into the Church, and we there- 
by inroll'd into the Album, or bleſſed Regiſter, 
of Gods people: accounted in the number of 
the weuatmuuirer ſuch as arc diſcipled for the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and ſo diſtinguith'd from 
other Nations of the World or if you would 
but have the patience to take a diftin&ion as 
long with you, it might prove a Salvo to this 
doubt. & 
Dr.Jobn A7uz regeneration is when we come to 
Buge10 yeares of underſtanding : But'tis no abſurdity 
. to (ay --that ſuch as are Baptized, are regenera- 
gion, ted with Potextia!, Hibituz!, Paſſive, or Ini- 
ziat Repeneration, waich takes away the guile 
of Originalſin: Tacle arc Regenerate at u pri- 
m9, 1n that the ſeed of regenerating ou is & 
| own 
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ſown and planted in their hearts ; but not in 
Afiu ſecunds, until they be in a condition of. 
_ bringing forth the fruit thereof, As Infants 
have a rational ſoul, but exerciſc not any rati« 
onal acts, untill ſome yeares have palſs'd over 
. their heads, Hence it is that Baptiſm is call'd 
the waſhing of Regeneration , and is alſo compa- 
red to Noabs Ark, becauſe it faves us from the 
deluge ot Gods wrath, by watting and tranſ- mj;.,, 
planting usinto the Harbour of Chriſts death, i Pet, 36! 
or as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Baptizing us into one 1, 
body, This is the meaning of chat Prophecy 
from the mouth of Fohx the Baptiſt, He ſpall © Cor.nz | 
Baptiſe you with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire, 3: 
Not as if the whole efficacy of Baptiſm did ſhew 
it (ſelf, when 'tis adminiftred, but ſome then, 
ſome afterwards : Jn this ſenſe ] underſtand 
Baſil the great The whole life of man 5 tbe gg,g- 
time of Baptiſm , that is, to ſhew forth its encr- fen]/rua- 
getical vertue in. The Ancients are full in at- 7G «aus 
ſcrting the power of Baptiſme; they call ſuch as 5 aps: 
are Babtiz d mywnouires ſuch as were illuminated _——_ 
from above. 45774 fpien the very Intants are ** Þ 
influenced with the grace of Baptiſm, And Cyril 
of Feruſalem advertis'd ſuch agcame to be Ba p- Juſtin 
tized, that they did not come Aru 7p X79, to myryy 
naked water, but together with the water, p, 424. 
Th \dwpigy mwuancy went. And Saint Fee p16 
Tome calls it Secundam Nativitatem , our ſc- = ad ; 
cond birth. Therefore Conſtantine thought pong, 
hiraſelf fo happy when Baptized, that when 
others wiſhed him a longer life, he thought zuſcbius 
himſelf then to have attained true life, and fo p. 168. 
way'willing thento fing hisNune dimittis,before ©iſt 237 
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he had committed any after fins.- I ſhall heee 
conclude with the words of Saint Arſtin-— 
As for thoſe that are not contentious, this au- 
fwer is ſufficient ; but to thoſe that are peaceable 
and ingeniens this is more than enowgh. - 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 


Concerning God-Pathers and God-1Mo-> 
thers. 


'T Hat {cruple about God-Fathers and God- 

Mothers, I am even aſhamed to mention;For 
though there is not thei ſame neceſlity now as 
when Heatheniſm was more rite; yet how can a 
Covenant be well centred into withour' fome 16.8.2, 
Sponſors * How might this Church-erdinance Luk, 59 
. (not to ſpeak of thoſe texts of Scripture which 
may ſcem to countenance it )contribute towards 
the vertuous education of Children, 'ctptially 
where Parents are cither dead or' cieigent?, 
were the firſt infticatipn hereof righitly ob- 
ſerv'd ; aid did theſe Ripulators, or h ejuſ5ors, 
conſcionably perform their dutics and" promi- 
ſes. But we are ftill apt to accuſe' ahd ttxduce 
the uſages of the Church, when the faalt” is in 
our (elves. We are moſi of us for Infant Bap- 
tiſm, yet we grudge that theſe tender babes 
ſhould be brought upon other mens feet (and as 
- Saint Auſtin goes on ) that they ſhould make 
confeſſion by other mens mouths though when 
they come to age, the ebligation lies wholly up- 
on themſclves. This exception 15 the more un- 
realonable } when we conſider the rcaſons 
brought to enforec 1t, As 

10, They muſt renounce the devil and all his 
works, this troubles them, But can any Chri- 
ian doubt or demur about this? May not [ 


{iy 
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ſay what Eliah aid-- How long balt ye between 


two opinions. If the Lord be God follow bim; but F 


if Baal (I may add if the Devil. ) follow bim. For 
my own part ( what Saint Baſil ſaycs was cuſto- 
mary at Baptiſm) I do Azwre {pit at and de. 
fie the deyil and all his works. But I. tind there 


are three things you much boggle at the re- 


nouncecing. Firſt the Devil. Secondly, War 
againſt the King, Thirdly, the Covenant. 

20. You arc afraid to attribute too much to 
your own ſirength, by promifing what you arc 


.not able to pertorm. Whereas both theCate 


chiſm and Lyturgy have profeſſedly provided 
againſt this fear ; for the Catecamen (aycs,--He 
will do as bis God-Fathers promiſed ———by the 
belp of God — And after thoſe ſolema promiſes 
(to chew that our ability is from aboye)the Mi- 
niſter prayes Grant that be may have pewer 
nd ftrength,to bave vicory,and to tryumph againſt 
the Devil,the World and #be fleſh. VVhy do you 


Bot dire this plea again(t Saint Peter,comman- 


ding us--to refift the devil, as well as againſt our 
pra&iſe ? . « 


CHAP, 


© 
* . 
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q) 


' þh ——=FStrain #0 moreat gnats, and we ſhall agree. 
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| CH AP. XII. 


| No good Chriſtian need be offended at the 
| Croſs in Baptiſm. | 


T Hc terrible Ghoſts which haunts our Fonts, 

and affrights you from our Baptiſmal form, 
is the Croſs 3 yet if you would but conſult the 
thirticth Canon (whtther you are referred ) this 
ſpedirum would loole its vizard : For. there *tis 
declar'd to be'no part of Baptiſm at all . there- 
fore in our private Baptiſm 'tis rot jnjoyned, 


What though the Croſs is abus'd by the Papilſts? 
Makcit good if you camthat therefure we may 
not ulc it ; for {@ we ſhould not look up to the 
Sun and Moon, nor warm our ſclves.by the 
fire, becauſe ſome of the Heathens have ador'd 
them. That influence of the Brazen Serpexrbe- 
ing deſtroyed 'by Hezekjiab, carries Belleropben. 
letters along with it, I'miean its own "— 
on: Mark this was done by the King, by He- 
zehkiab. You well know there is great difference 
betwixt the Papiſts ufing the Croſs and ours : 
they before, weafter Baptiſm they, as an 
Operative rite to cxpell the devil z we. only as 
that which ſignifies and pyts us in mind of 
Chriſt crucified, aud that we are not -afhamed 
of a crucified Saviour 3 and this not Sacramen« 
tally (for we own but two) but Moraly. You 
think it no ſuperttition co tyca ſtring about - 
chil 
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childs finger to put him in mind of his errand 
I am ſure I have many profitable and wholſom 
thoughts ſuggeſted to me from the picture of 
death which hangs in my ſtudy before my eyes. 
We arenot ſo fpiritygl as to ſtand in noneed of 
viſible Hiereglyphicks. Some Chriſtians in the 
Ingies were {0 much convine'd of the uſefulhe(s 
of the Croſs, that they cauſed it to be burnt 
with an hot iron in the forcheads of their chil- 
dren. That as the Fews had their PhilaGteries 
upon their Garments, ſo theſe carried about 
the badge of their profeſſion upon their fa- 
ces. 9 > | 
' It 'were cafie ts mind you what, opinion Con- 
ftantinehad of the Croſs, and how good Theodo- 
-—— Þ fias forbade this tigu to be engraven on the 
p. _ Karth, or Marble---Ne hominum pedibus terere- 
tier, left men ſhould trample upon't. 
' F'eannot but commend that Ttalien Friar, 
who-pteaching concerning the Croſs, held- it 
up 'and kiffed it; yet afterwards, to ſhew hc 
4id not idblizc it, he brake it to pieccs, 


'-* You cry out indeed upon ſignificant ceremo- 
nies, 'a$if preſently they were Sacraments : as 
ifa Sign: were "both, the genus and. differentia, 
conſtituting the cflence and definition, of a Sa- 
crament': By the fame Logick I have heard a 
punie Sophifter provitg a Man to be'an Aﬀle, be- 
eauſe he'is animal. Bat to me a Ceremony would 
be of tio uſe ar all, if it were not ſignificant and 

xcordimg to the ApoRiles rule, in its kind,tend- 
ve to edifieation. Sure none are ſo grols, as to 
ink we maintain any Fewife rites, figns bf 

: | ni 


: 
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'4 perſwa ſioe to Conforaitty. rcg * 


| Chriſt to core in the fleth, which were all con « 


ſummated, and abeliſh'dat the birth and dezth 


. of Chriſt, This is {ucha charge as that was 'a- 


gainſt the primitive Chriſtians ——that they 
wotſhipped ant Aſſes: head » and cat theix own 
children, 

* As for the Croſs which is called Trenff ent; 
wherewith incn croſs themſelves upon occali- 
ons,'I find Mr. Perkins acknowledging it, in the , 
pureſt times of the Church, And Saint Jerome —_ ſin 
gives adviſe and direQion, to a young woman, 
that ſhe ndight the beter avoidt he eemptations 
of the unclean ſpirit,and live a chaſt Virgin life 
#t Crebro ſignaculo erucis frontem muniret, and Uddens. 
the Chriſtian Poct Pradentius treads in the vety p. 67, 
ſame lteps. - Þ- 46 


Fac cum veeante ſomno caſtum petis eul;le 
Frontem, locumg; Cordis, Ernucis figurs 
Signes : Crux pellit omne crimens 


And whether Chriſtians are not Kill pro- 
ar upon emefgent dangers, and af- 
ightments, ' co renew the fame practiſe 3 
iforhers were lilent, I could give an expcri- 
mental teſtimony : Andif as Mr Baxter tells 
us —— thewery naming the words Feſus Chritt, 
hath droyen away Witches and Devils. why 
ſhould it be thought incredible, that this fign 
which puts usin mind of Chriſt crucificd, and 
may occaſion our praycrs to him , may not do 


. the like/I know you will hlow away all this 


with that common blift of Iuchantment and 
Popery. But mcthinks liuce tis moſt plain, the, 


Croſs was us in the Church, wh: there was. 
FH ye, 


4  perſwaſſoe ft0 Conformity 9. 


no ſuch thing as & yi: heard of in the World, 
at ſhould be: clear'd from that aſperfion3 for 


hereof, we haye the evidence of Ter- 

tullian de Reſwrree. Cornis, Origen, Homil, $. 

_ Cyprian Epift, 90. 72,73. Jerom de Hallarione 
ogy 23s 
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wh 


CHAP. XI; 


it hs no exormity to have Ceremonies about 


Gods worſhip. 


' & S for the other Rites and Cercmonics re 


'K tained in our Churck, which 'arc as few 
as itiany Church in the Chriftian world : were 


you at the ſtern diQtating to us the Idea's of your 
own heads, I nothing deubt but we ſhould have 


more * circumſtances in Gods wer- 
ſkip than now we have; but perhaps, 


neither ſo appoſite, nor ancient, as 


theſe we have already. I pray, 
wherein: ate theſe contrary to Gods 


| word';”or' declared to be any part- 


of Gods worfhip ? or taught for 
doQriner : They are xueitber the meat 
nor ſauce of Religion, but only as the 


garniftrof the difs, to uſe the Words * 


of a reverend Biſhop. They ar in- 


differctitcyou yield) in their own na-- 


tures; we fay ſo too : Neither doth 
the injoyning of themalter their in- 
frinſecal condition , but only as to 
their outward uſe we' arc not (© free 
co uſt or not touſe them, as we were 
before ! As thoſe things meutioned | 
Afts 15. were ſome of them lawtul 


'Shres 


Cultus d7uinus non yo 
tefl offe fine coremonijr, 
Uicet . Coreomnie non 
fint pars cultaz, - Bald; 
i138 


Biſhop Gauden in his 
Preface to | Bilkep 
Brownrige Sermons. 
7 agatur non. he- 
do frivels ſed aiom: 
38iqua, gug nobg do.. 
Irinentus adfertur , 
rr 
Brat preſcyipſarit 
ia fcientan Cs 
mer. de Bccl, 5, 240. 
Epi. 1 20, ua 


in- them- 


ſclves tobe uſed or forborn z yet after the Sy-. 


node had” determined. the coutroverlics 


2 


about 
thole 
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thoſe indifferent things, then hey are cally ne» 
ccflary verſ. 2$, of-that Chapter. 

That good man Bithop Hooper did for a time 
ſcruple the Surplice 3 but after that Bucer, Peter 
Martyr and Calvin in ah Epilile of his had dif- 
covered his weakne(s unto him, he was not {o 
tenacious of his own concrit , but he yielded 
Bookof to preach in his Epiſcopal habit before che 
Nartyrs. King. | 3 POE MIS 7 
F-13577 It you ſhall ſtill Gy, theſe things are A 

rent asto, theiruſe,. after they arc commanded 5 
f you {ſhould ſay, 'tis, indifferent 


Conſcentig © ty 17k 1 
obligatuy Ci all one ag 1 


pr eceptis whether we obcy the King nay whether, WC Q» 
—_ bey God, who commands . obedicnce. to the 
jpeftent ad King. { 1 62YSN1 | 
ordinen | | 


ed virand!s Since God hath [cft us ſuch a latitude to our 
ſeonds- * Superious of - ſettigg, . things in order, in the 
= = Chureh, and determuing, what is decent, fo 
guar: gorurp 19g 35 they intrench not upon divine Authorie 
materia © ty, and ſo .by conſequence wound not.the Con- 
romeſtin ' ſciences. of men z wherein ſhall we manifeſt our 
GI fins obedicnce« unto_ them ? ( As King, Zames was 
ads, cjt, Wont tofay) it not jv ghings of this inferiour 
Caniers 46 Nature 2+ Eſpecially where they are fo ſuitable, 
Ecl. » © that good men: would. not refuſe them, were 
371. they left totheir ewn-choice 3* as to. kneel at 
\ . Prayer or at the Sacrament, which is delivercd 
by the Miniſter praying ; To ſtand at the Greed, 
and Goſpel, to ſhew that we will ftand. for the 
maintenance of thera beth. To ſtand at Praiſes, 
Himns.,, Sengs of Thabkſgiving. ( which are 
branches of prayer) and: at, that-bcffex Creed, 


Glory be 10 the Father, and 10 the Son, &c, Mult | 


1:0t God be {rved with our bodies as wcll as 
our 


ww 0 IV © 
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our ſouls? Can thoſe that ſerve him in ſpirit 
ehooſe toexpreſs the zeal of their hearts in the 
reverential poftures'f their bodyes ? - AS out of 
the abuttdaice of the hears the mouth ſpeaks ;, fo 
where there is the heavenly fire of true devoti- 
ons in the pantings and regular motions of the 
Soul, there it will ſparkle out at the eyes, - break 
out aj/'the knees, elevate the hands, and put 
the whole body into ſuch a frame, that ic will 
Keep time with thoſe ſecret wheels and float- 
ings of the ſoul. Inward and outward worſhip 
are but the integral parts making up the ſame 
worſhipzone without the other is but Jame, im- 
perfect, defetive. The body without the ſpirit is 
dead;and ſpirit without the body is but a meagre 
ghoft. Bodily fervice without the aCtings of the 
foul is but hypocrific 3 and theſe without the 0+ 

ther,are oftentimes a ſpiritual delution. Though 

God calls for the heart, will he have nothing 

elſe ? Though we muſt worſhip him in Spirit, 


'| muſt not he be worſhiped too # truth ? becauſe 


| fome ſuperſtitious perſons lay the greateſt {treſs 

Þ of Gods ſervice upon bodily adorations, mult we 
| place nene ates all therein, I: we ſhould be 
J accounted ſuperſtitious? Will a wiſe man for- 


ſake his meat, becauſe a fool calls it by ſome 
ugly nick-name ? Waen I ſce men rude,carelefs, 
ſlovenly, inflexible like ſtatues, in Gods (crvice, 
am I uncharitable in judging their offetings to 
come from a cold Altar;and to be no better than 
dead ſacrifices, Learned men tell us that 
egxwmns which ſignifics Gods worſhip comes 
from 99 a dog, becauſe as a dog; crouchcs to 
his Maſter, Comuſt we humble our (elves in our 


levu:adJr:iſcs unto Gl. | find Abrabam 
H 3 fallin; 


113 


Janm.z 20 


314 | | 
' '* falling on his face and worſhipping God hefore 
' the Law: AndI find the Meathen- Romans, by 


Civie, the very light of nature, (wee 
|. . ples with the hair of their k 


cations to their Gods. And ſhall not wegive 


I, 2. 
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ng their Tcm- 
s, in their appli» 


' God that reſpe@& which we would give to ſome 


i 


Mr. Torſhal | 
6n Mal.'1, 


To 


Baldwin, 
p16 


hoble perſonage, or carthly Prince ? Go and 


' bffer it to thy Prince, was once an'Ironical check 3 


and may not God tilt uſe the ſame (axcaſin ? 
expoſtulating with as much bitterneſs ; would 
you carry your ſelves ſo unmannerly, if you 
wereeither to petition for, or receive a favour 
from the hands of a King, © | 
' There is leſs danger in ſuperſtition, overualuing 
Gods worſhip, than in profaneneſ; : I muſt refer 
you to my Authors-in the Margin , elſe I ſhall 


bear the blame, The exerciſe of true piety lies | 


in external worſhip, and this 3s called Religion 


x] iboxdy. 


+" Hence it is that Salvian ſo ſadly complains] 


n— Minors Reverextie introimus templum ——— 
we ſhew Icfs reſpe& in Gods houſe, than we 
would ina Jud ges Hall. Or we go with as lit- 
tle reverence (ayes rhe Martyr'd Arch-Biſhop) 
into the Temple, as a Tinker and'his dog in- 
to an Alchouſe. "Lis 

' Were ont Churth cumbred,and eycn oppreſs'd 
with ſo pompous, livcleſs and numerous train 
of Ceremonies, as that af the Church of Rome, 


which. "might cither diſirat , or divert 


Adverſur 
O'gil Jnt?. 
Go, Pp 121 
+> $1 


our devotions :; Werc it with us, as Saint Fe 
rome' (ayos'it was per totas Orientis Ecclit,. 
throughout'all'the Eaſtern' Churches 3 + 


. they read tht Goſpel, Candles were lightes 


the Sun ſhined moſt brightly wo teftifie- the - 


1. 
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neſs of their joy 3 then you had more colouruble 
pretences for your complaints. mM 

But fince ours are ſo few; and fo fitted tp 


ins 


f 


ons and things; I wiſh you would rather. 
ubmic, and comply with us, than carp and dif- ' 


pute, Shew us leſs of your moroſe criticiſms, 
and (crupulofities ; but more of your kindly 0+ 
bedience. You ſay'tis bettcr # # ebey God than 
men; Ifayſotoo, wheregthe commands of 
men interfere with the commands of God ; But 
in thiscaſe I muſt affent Cuntil you can con= 
vince me of thezcontrary }) that thoſe men can- 
not obcy God , that herein do not obey men, 
that is, ſuch as are ſet over them in the 
Lord. 

There is one particular, which doth not a 
little trouble you, either to behold in others, os 
make uſe of your (clves,and that is the Surplice, 
though it be the very badge of innocency and 


. purity it (elf, even the figure of that angellical 


cloathing wherewith we expect to be appar- 
rclled in glory ; or if you will, it may put us in 
mind of eur winding-ſheets : Hence it was, that 
the Sex of France after the death of ber Huſ- 
band, went clad in whitez, yct (for all this) it 
cannot eſcape your cenſorious rod : you do al- 
low (as it appears by your pradiſ(c) a diftini- 
on of Miniſters from other men in ordinary ha- 
bit z thexcforc you condeſcend to wear blacks, 
except ſome of you ( who. in theſe daycs of A- 
poſticy) for what rcaſon you know beſt) who 


Polydore 
Virgil p. 
547. 


have transform'd your ſelves into an habit a» 


varigated and ſpeckled as Facobs Sheep : The 
lightneſs of your dreſs reſembling your fancies, 
as if you affected to be'great divines in Querpo- 
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So that 'tis as hard to find you out by your Ap- 
pare), as *tis to diſcern the Romiſh Preiſts and 
FL its. And. good reaſon, for otherwiſe the de- 
ied people would ſcarcely beleive your cry 


of perſecution. Yet though many of you are for : 
a diſtin&ion of ordinary garments, you will not 


allow .the ſame 18 Secris, Although (what was 
faid of the Croſs before) this oxnament was 
uſcd in the Church, before any Biſhop. in the 
world challeng'd an univerſal bead- ſhip and 
juriſdiction overthe reſt. Neither is the Popifſ 
Albe, according to the form of our Surplice, or 
any way like it; yetif you havea mind to turn 
the ſtomacks of ignorant well-meaning men a- 
gainſt it, then you cloath it with the Livery of 
Popery, and oft it goes with ſuch filly proſclytes 


for Popiſh ttumpery : Even as Painters and | 


Limners by a ſudden daſh of their pencils, can 
make any fhgure under their hands ugly and dee 
formed, Although fo far as Papiſts follow reaſon 
and truth, we fear not to follow them, 


In older times, when poor Chrifiians were 
cloathed with the skins of beaſts, and were fain 
to make uſe of their dens for Temples and places 
of their ſolemn meetings; TheMiniſter officiating 
had his Szperpeltliceum, to cover his courle lea- 
thern atire,and to grace his miniſtry in the Gghe 
ofthe people: And T with the ſamexeaſon did not 
ſtil] continue in many places, where the Mini- 
fters revenues arc ſo ſhort, that they will not ex- 
tend to any other than ſcandalous apparrel., 
Now this white garment does not only prevent 
this offence, bur raiſes the peoples eltcem , e> 
ven as a Judge or Major of a City are more awe- 


tl 
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ful when they put on their Robes, However 
this be now ridiculous in their eyes, whoſe ſpleen 
is ſtronger than their brains z and their ſcorn 
harder than their arguments 3 yet heretofore 'It 
was the garb of Noble men, and the Egyptian 
Priefts look'd upon it as moſt pure , quoniam 1i- 
num ex terra oritur , but as for garments made 
of wooll, they look'd upon them as prophane, 
quia ab enimato decerpuntur, as Polidore Virgil g,c20,, 
gives the reaſon, Fe. 
' I know you will flye to your old refuges. 
19. Produce (ſay you. fome Scriptyges for 
this and other Ceremonies 3 then we ſhall ob- 
ſerve them. And for an anſwer, I muſt refer g 354, 0g 
you te Matter Hooker who tells us that all tbings 
neceſſary for ſalvation are ſet dewn in Scrip- 
ture, But not all things which eoncern Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Policy, and circumſtances in Religon. Where 
had the Gilleadites any command to ereQF an Joſh. 25. 
Altar? or the women of Iſrael to lament the me- Judges 18; 
mory of ephbte's daughter? yet where the Scri- | | 
ture commands that all things ſhould be done 
without ſcandal decently and to edification 3 
there.isa general command for what vitcs, we are 
19joyncd to obſerve » for though tbe Church as 
'r3s the body and ſpouſe of Chriſt, wants no external 
policy : T he expreſs word of God is a ſufficient 
rule ; Tet as the Church is a ſociety of men, and a 
body politick,, ſo it ſtand; in need of Eccleſiaſtical 
conſtitutions, as much as the State doth of civil ; Concern- 
And thoſe bind us to obedience as well as theſe; ing the 3+ 
bot barifing f1om the ſame authority, ſaycs Biſhop INnocent 
Morton, | perry | 
20, Another «wogvany or ſanGuary of aa” 
yours is, that this and other Ceremonies are : 
| offenſive 
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x- Cor,s, Offenſive to good men : And the Apoſile ſayes, 
iz  whenye ſin againſt the Brethren, and wonnd their 
wezk-Conſciences, ye ſin againſt God, 
-Jfſuch as are offended at Ceremonies be in« 
decd: what they pretend'to be, that is, truly 
' good:men, they underſtand their duty better to 
God andthe King. ' And then they cannot be 
ignorant that che publick peace of the Church is 
more to be regarded, than the ſcandal of private 
Brethren, If my wearing the Surplice, or uſing 
any other Ceremonies; oft:nd any weak perſons 
in my @ngregation, I will cadcavour to. in- 
form them better : But I darc not be guilty of 
{acriledge, that I may give alms 3 Do evil that 
good may come ou't : T dare not diſobey my Mo- 
ther, to pleaſe my Brethren ; or ſpit in my Fa- 
thers face by my diſobedieuce to: the King, to 
eratitie the peoples ignarance, or humour their 
diltempered zeal. | 
As for thoſe texts of Saint Paxl, forbidding us 
ro offend the weak . Brethren by eating of fleſh, 
6c, - Theſe relate to thoſe times , when ſuch 
things as theſe were not determined by authori- 
ty,but men were left to their own liberty - and 
in ſuca caſe, I would neither uſe Surplice, or 
Crofts if thereby 1 ſhould offend my weak Bre- 
chren. But had Saint Pax! lived in our daycs, 
when we arc limitcd and -{taked down by royal 
commands ; no doubt but he would have praQi- 
ſ{:d himſelf thoſe leflons of obedience which he 
hath left .in his Epiſtles for us to take forth, 
Ad 16.3. Although in the Interregnum C 2S It were ) be- 
f ewixt the Fewiſh Rites, and the eſtabliſhments 
of che! Goſpel, he yielded to circumciſe Timo- 
thy that he might not offend the Few, = 
when 


J 
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when the Goſpel. was coufirm'd,then he declax'd Gal 5.2. 
that ſuch as were Circumciſed, Chriſt ſhould pro- Gal, 2.3 
fit them nothing : Therefore he would by no 
means have Tits circumciſed. He well knew 
that the confronting of eſtabliſhments, is not on- 


3e. Yon fay 'twas otherwiſe in the Law,there |; 
every pin, every circumftancein Gods worlk ip 1,6, "kl 
was preſcribed 3 but there js this difference in 461. 
the Law, we were little children under the pe- 
dagogy of it, now we are adxlt3, and injoy the 1 Comer. 
liberty, wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, P. 269. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Good Subjelts may lawfully declare, or 
ſwear that 'tis wot lawful to take np 


Arms againſt the King. 


| Tz E next Mountain in your way ,, which 

you have not faith cnough to remove, is, that 
you cannot declare it to be uplawful -upon any 
pretence to' take up Arms againſt ' the King. 
And this ſuggeſts one true reaſon, why ſore of 
- You are ſo inveterarely bent againſ the-Lyturgy. 
Take it in the words of ourMartyr'd $o- 
veraign——One of the greateſt faults ſome men 
found with theCommon- Prayer-Book | belejve was 
thy, that it taught thens to pray ſo of t for me, to 
which petitions they had not loyalty enough to ſay 
Amen, This is ſuch a Shibdolcth that (ome of 
your liſping tongues are not able te pronounce : 
And this diſcovers that the main f{pring, or 
primum mobile of your hearts, hurries you ano- 
ther way. And herein we axe the more cou- 
firm'd, tince many of you have choſen to Alite 
your habitations, and expoſe your wives and 
children to the mercy of the Pariſhes whercin 
they dwell 3 rather than take that oath of fide- 
lity (which in effec is no more than the oath 
of Allegiance in other termes ) which the wiſ- 
dom of the Parliament thought ht, in theſe 
times of danger, to impoſe upon you that they 


"might make a tryal how your pulie beates, or 
hcw 
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how you ſtand affeed to the Kings. welfare, 
and the Kingdoms peace: Whether you arc like« 
ly co follow the riebe link of David, or revolt in- 
to the tents of Fereboam ; And I with that for- 
mex manners had not occaſioned this, Law. 


Who iSignorant that one $in0» within the 
walls 1s, more dangerous than a whelc Armado 
without ? one Doeg or Achitopbel at homme, than 
Armics of profeſſed encmics abroad ? therefore 
'tis a Proverb in ſome Countryes —— God deliver 
#5 from oxr ſritnds , that is ſuch as do ſalute, 
and. ftab us under the fifth rib at' the ſame 
time., And may not Kings in ſuch" caſc, uſe 
Tawful means and take ſecurity even by the Or- 
dele of an oath?to diſtiaguiſh chaff from wheat: 
bran fxom: flower: who arc 1ſratlites indeed, 
ſuch as will obey Gods Vicegerent for Confci- 
ſcience fake; and ſuch as.arc SubjcRsin an a- 
buſive ſignification ( per 4ntipbraſin) becauſe 
they will be no Ionger ſubjeRt, chan his com- 
mand doth.comply with their own wills. Ifhe 
croſs them, let him look to himſelf; To your 
Tenti 0 Ifradl! we bave no part in David, 


Now although ſuch perſons as theſe are 

, (who' can neyer be good Chriſtians, becanft ill 

Subjcas) will make as little Conſcience of 

oaths, as they do of. their allegiance 3 yet the 

belt 6f Kings have boutid their SubjeQs unto | 

them, by chis kind of Jigature, When Davis came 1 Chrog, 

to the Crown, the Elders of Iſrael came to bim 1.3. 

#0 Hethron, and mage a Covenant with bim there, 

And*when Solemox fucceeded his, Father, all rm=nngy 

the Princes and mighty men ſubmitted themſelves "_ 
#N1so 


_ » that wear _ 
Rom, r. $. 


ſo che luſtre of your parts, induſtry, piety, an 


© +, Apprſmaſirets comſornity. 
unto Solomon the King ; pr as it is in the Hebrew 


putting bis hand wider Abrahams thigh, 21d ſwear- 


remaining - difficulties, un 


we all mect.in Navi Ecclefi4,in the body | 


als (Me Po: 
dar's )* guth forth, who rather ſer Devils 
Welk re 


our names; No your glory (ball be, ours: As 
Saint Paul xejoyced at, the flourithing of the 
Remans, that it was ſpoken of through the world. 
integrity, ſhall be fo faxre from offending my 
weak eyes, that I ſhall cxult with joy, that my 
M.ltcr is £ weil provided, with (Ervants 3 that 


ac A K<4@ 
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.* perſwapve to Copſormity. 
j 1 am the meancft of thoſe eas wait a js Altar; 
oy of the loweſt formin the ſchool of the Pro- 
But 1 muſt break off this deli heſoms theme, 
and come to that more unplcaling task, of rea- 
ſoning with thoſe who rctuſe to give this afſu- 


193 


Tance of their loyalty to thieirPrince. Sirs, where's! 


the Thorne that pricks you ? Arc you troubled. 


that your diſtinGions are cut off? that your old. 


Avenews and Poftcrn- Gates are in this Declara- 
tion and oath now ſhut up ? Are there not E- 
valions, or ſtarting-holcs left open 7 Are you to 
be] ſo cloiſter' d up, that you can make no cxcur- 
fions? 'Tis no wonder if men ſweat, that arc 
{o firait lac'd 3 if the watcrs roar that are penn'd 
up with ſuch dams. Bog 

Lets look back and ſce what pretences there 
were for an unnatural wazre. I may ufher in 
this diſcourſe as Ferom did his concerning the 
A rriens, Claudite aures, qui audituri eſtis, ne 
. Fanta impictatis vocibus polluamini. 2 


10. Some thought it a ſufficient ground of 
warrc, to remove evil Counſellors, that is, all 
faithtul Huſ127's, from the King. All loyal ſouls 
that trembled at lifting up their hands againſt 
the Lords anointed, were curſed with bell, 
book and candle - Curſe ye Meroz,@c, 


20. Others told us, they might fight againſt 
the King, if it were for the cauſe of Religion, to 
purge the Church from idolatry , and luperſti- 
tion. Malicr Baxter (cemes to go this way in his 
Book of reſi ; as if Nero and Claudins had been 
Saints, and there had betn no jdolaty y os fupecr- 
{t;tion 


= 
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| Hition in theird ayes; when Saint Paz and Sai 
| Peter did ſo vehemently preſs obedience to the 
Emperors. As ifſubje&s had as great a latitid 
as the Pepe himſelf, ' in ordine ad ſpiritualis. ] 
not this the ſame which fob inveighs again 
to conferid for God. ; 


” py a 


Pp. 258. 30 , Cre RES 

The Devil 30. Others were ſo modeſt, as to (ay, the 
— fought not againſt the King, but ſuch bloody 
commonly Tafhanly Cavalcers as were commillionated b 
eurn him- him. As if the ſame God who commanded obe 
ſciftoan ' dichce to the King, had not alſo .commandec 


nd ſubmiffion to thoſe that are ſent by him, 
rake 45. Others told us quite contrary (for like 


Þ.:979- thoſe falſe witneſſes . which ,; came 'in agaiuſt 
F Chriſt, they did not agree among themſelves) 
Job13. 8 *tis true they fought againſt the Kings perſort 3 
but it. was by his own commiſlton'; that .is, By 

vertue of his own Authority then” reſiding in 

ſome Metnbers of + Parliametit,” © Good God ! 

what pretences were inyented ? what Feſuitical 

tricks and diſtinQions were now [et on foot ? 

to palliate and ger over, 4 molt rotten and dce- 

viliſh defign'; Yet4lltoo little, too cover that 

cloven foot, which appeared to men of piety, 

peice, 'and heavenly wiſdom at the very tirft; 

But afterwards this Cloud of the bigneſs of a 

mans band, waxed bigger aud bigger, untill it 
darkned our Engliſh'hcavens, and diſflolv'd into 

a ſhowr of Royal blood. O bear and fear , and 

do no moae ſo wickedly, Let former experience 

dil ipline you intv an abhorrency of war again(t 
thcKing,ard relirain you from all theſe methods 

| 6 and 
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phe. | | | 
Who can blame the King ? if deſiring ts live 
long, .«ud to ſee good deyes ( former tranſlations 
conlidered) to make a decree, that it ſhall be de- 
clarcd tobe unlawful to take up arms againſt 
himſelf, at choſe that arc commiſſtonated by him, 
upon-any*pretences whatſoever. And ſince the 
lines of:our: peace and happineſs, as: co: Church 
aud State; do meet and concentcr in him as our 
Comman Father ; isit unreaſonable for Subjects 
dj} to lweatiitbey willnot.endeavour the alteration of 
Goveramen.in the Church and State ? Who would 
think .that_ any Nativcs of a Land; profeſling 
themſelves the followers of Chrift (who in the 
dayes af his humiliation, was obedient toCeſer, 
that he wrought a miracle to give him his due} 
and cxpcCting protection from a lawtul Prince; 
ſhould once demur whether chey- ſhould make 
this declaration, or take this Oath ? Qui 'delibe- 
rant deſeiverunt, {uch as doubt of this, have even 
ſhak'd-off the yoke of ſubje&ion, Miitake me not 
I am no-virulcnat Tertzllrs,to draw up anindi- 
ment againſt you:I accule you not, But &s Chrilt 
told the Jews there was one that accuſt4 them ex 
ver Moſes ; ſo there is one that acculcth. you by 
upbraidins:you 3 beſtowing on you forme Cecd 
verbera, and putting you ſometimes into a cold 
ſweat; I mean your own Conſcience. L muſt tell 
you too before we part,that if upon this account 
you court your own ſufferings, Lwould have you 
to conlider, whether ye [#ffer as Cbriftians for 
righteouſneſs ſake, And for well doing or wheth ct 
| you are buffeted for your faults, Sball I commend 


you for this ? | commend you not. li you expeCt a 
\ EOroNnet 


—— 
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and Premhifcs, which may: infer the like gxtaftro« | 
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coronet, ox garland due to confeſfors 3 3f I might 
plat the wreaths, they ſhould be ef Nettels, and 
Hemlock: - I ſhoull-as ſoon ſet the 'crown of 
martyrdom:upon.the head of Themas 8 Betket, of 
Sir Thomas More, as adorn their forcheads who 
refuſed to:put in caution: for their fidelity - and 
due ſubjection toi their Prince, It ſuch» perſons 
would be accounted loyalitts,let them:be ſo:But 
then lev me have leave torderive 'their'/pedigree; 
or aſhgn the rcaſon of their denomination and 
that is, decauſe they are of their Father ſgnatint 
Loys/a: It is a wonder to-me,' that 'weſhould be 
adeo Haftricaſi. (to uſe Saint Feromo:words )+ (0 
prickley;; ſharp and full of inveQives againſiths 
Fefaits, for maintaining che lawfulneſs of mur- 
dering protcſtant Princes, and yet the'ſame men 
fhould refuſe to declare and ſwear —<T bot '1id 
unlarful 10 take up Arms againſt the King wpon 
any. preteuce. whatſoever, JEU | 

.. I wiſh theſe recuſants would confider what 
diflcrence there is, betwixt taking up Arms a- 
gainlithe:King (if the ſuccels fall on their fide) 
and un Kinging (I had almoſt ſaid un manning 
of him 2:1 conte(s I haveſet my eyes as ſteddy as 
] could, and I haveiirengthned them tos with 
the (pectacls of ſeveral Hiftories, and I can di- 
ſcern \but-vtry little Not as ifall that ingag'd' 
in the lati War had this defign 3 farrebe it from: 
me tobe {o uncharitable :+For as ſome followed: 
Abſolom ageinſt David, inthe ſimplicity. of their 


£ 


| bearts-;, 1a many through the prematurity of age 


and judgment, perſwitions of relations, and the: 
1nchanttyents of fair pretences,did purchaſe their: 


| Own xepentance : and they that arc ſenſible of- 
their former errors will no doubt be moſt faithful” 


an 
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fent Solomon. 
I cannot but admire at Maſter Baxter who ac» 


quainting us with his aRivity in the late War, 
tclls us at laſt that 'tis not bis 3ndent to determine 
which party was in the right : As if he had been 
fluQuating all that while twixt wind and wa- 
ter, or at leaſt did not then remember the Apo- 
{iles T?popoparciu Les every one befully ſatisfied in 
bis own mind;j{ure he wasnot ignerant of that 
maximc : Suppoſe the caſc had been fo doubttul 
as he makes it, yet in doubtful caſes—preſumi- 
tr pro Rege, & lege--and which is all one--ſu6- 
dit tenentur in favorem legs juticrre. Better 0+ 
bey than difobcy doubtiugly, becauſe as my Au- 
thor quotes it out of Saint Auſtin----Rewum facit 
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and loyal afterwards, (aid the Father of vur pre-- 


Book of 
y » © 
Reſt. p,z52 


Rom.14.5 
SceBiſhop 


Branhals 
vindicatiz 


ON of ths 


principem iniquitas imperandi, [nnocexiem ſub- Church of 


ditum ordo ſerviends. 


England 


_ Had I been near this Gentlemen, when he was Þ+ 112+ 


in this libration of ſuſpence, I would haveput 
the fifth commandment, together with two ot 
threc choice texts out of Saint Pax# and, Saint 
Peters Epiſtles into the other ſcale; and then 
queſtiouleſs 2c would have been the better able 
to determine which party was in theright. 

And lince I have named Maſter Baxter : if I 
durlt, I would ( Cum tanti virivenis) be his 
$ppNxT1s (as Saint Ferom (peaks in an Epi- 


file of his) and further his ative induliry in a 


double pertorimance. | 
10. To rev cw his political doqrines efpeci- 
ally thoſe that arc gathered together by an emi» 
nent hand : And itaftcr a {ccond ſcanning, of 
weighing them 1a the ballance of the SanQuary, 


he truds them too light -. That he weuld deal 
t 2 with 


Tolli 5, 19 


Ariſ{in« 


" A perſwaſove to Conformity. 
with them as 4 preſume he hath done with fſeve- 
ral of his Thcologigal Apkoriſmes;cven abandon 
and dif inherit them. What a glorious work 
would this be?conqucing to the bencht and edi- 
fication of the Church zun-deceiving and dilin- 
tangling many poor captivated fouls, more than 
many othet: fwelling Volumes. In fodoing he 
would not only 'rclemble the great Biſhop of 
Hippo, but the-preat Doctour of the Feivs.” This 
would notovly be to profeſs and print , but to 
live that cyvangelical doctrine of ſelf-dexiat This 
difowningvur own infallibility; will with char 
give glory urito God ; by taking ſhame unto our 
iclves, - Rt primas babere non pozuit ſapientie, 


Re r.fls, fecundas vabtatpartes modeſtie. 


” 


Pp. 47; 
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25, Since in his five diſputations, he allows 
of a Lyturgy, and ot thoſe things which are 
molt dilputable in ours; Nay tor peace fake (he 
faycs) we mult obey mconvenient circumftanti- 
als in-Gods worfhip, And in his {aſe way he ac- 
knowledgcth rhat theGovernours of the Church 
have a deceive power in things undetermined 
mScripture : gnd where he hath refided (I have 
1Hto nd ) it hath been his conſtant pradtiſe to 
1.quent our Church<ſ{crvice even at the begin- 
ning of it. [Sit any breach of manners, or diſ- 
paragement of a imatis reaſon to defire this 
perfon , to neconcile his principles upon 
Record, and his practiſe at preſent, to his 
rotuſal of an active ſubmiſton to the Laws 
ard Ordcrs of the Church and fiate ; that he- 
migtr act that part of the miniſtry himſelf, 
witich he {cems to approve in others, or if he 
roluive to or Miles cieritus betorc his time, ut 


"Quit- 
SY 
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quitting his minifterial Ration : Why doth he 
not give the World ſome ſolid ſuccin, and (if 
' it were pollible)Apodidtical accoun t of his ſo dv- 

ing, ſuch as he will 04n for argumentative, gi- 
rectly grounded upon Scripture rightly undcer- 
ſtood, or upon right regulatcd reafon ; which 
may be able to bear up ſuch a fabrick, or ſuper- 
ſtructure of ſuch a deſertion 3 not like that looſe 
paralytick diſcourſe given to the Kings Commit- 
lioners at the $2voy, written rather Rhetorically 
8d captaudum populum--to infinuate into vulgar 
capacities, than logically to cviace the H ypo= 
thelis contended for : {trip it ofits multifarious 
fallacies, ungrounded ſurmiles, and erroneous 
ſuppoſitions ; z and it will not only be a mallie bo- 

dy of fleſh, without either bones, or nerves to 

ſupport and j joya it together 3 but Sine (ucco & 

ſanguine, a very skeletonz I had almolt faid 

{ome ghaſtly ghoſt. 

Is it not equitable, that men ſhould render an 
account of their judgment and praQtiſc,as well 3 
of their faith? that a proteſtane Miniſter ſhou!d 
give reaſons for his abjuring his publick mint- 
tiry, or fclt-luſpenhon 3 as well as Campzaz did 
of his Apoſialic. It any lirange at this preſſing 
upon Maſter Baxter in particular, I mufſi with- 
out any Ambages, return this clear anſwer + Be- 
cauſe in theſe parts where providence hath cat 
, the lot of my rctidence 3 there are many unſa- 
tished brethren, who grew-up cither under his 
{hadow, or wcre ſo influcenc'4 and bia(s'd by 
hin:s thatcither they hold off from the publick 
{ervice of the Congregation 3 or cllc are very 
cold, and halting in joyning with it. What an 
ettual cxp:dicat might ic prove ? how might 
3 IT 
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it tend to uniting us in Gods ſervice? that fo we 


might worſhip him with one heart, one voice, 
one (ſhoulder ; If ſuch an 5 miuw ace), 
A leader ofthe people, would come but off his 
recluſe, Et fibitaret 3llos, would labour with 
them by example, perſonal advice, proxies vr 
emiſſaries of letters, that they would lay their 


' ſhoulders to the common yoke of devotion;draw 


evenly, ſoberly and unanimouſly in the worſhip 
of God. Curſed be that credit, which doth but 
with the more eaſe draw men (like decoye's ) 
into perdition, No ſort of men ( ſayes Polydore 
Virgit).is more Pcfiilential and pernicious than 
preachers 3 Sz adgratiam conciones ad populum 
babeant: Duippe ubi Semel $anttitatis nomen ſint 
adepti,tum 'maxime nocent, quia 1js maxime Cre- 
ditur, May my reputation be blaſted ! ſullied ! 
obſcured! rather than by any ſuch ſpurious 
lighe, I ſhould allure men into bogs, gulphs, la- 
byrinths: leading them from the waters of com- 
.fort : The excellency of Carmel and Sharox : 
The fragrant valley of Achor, into parched 


' Heathcs and howling Wilderneſſes ; until they 


are not only (cratch'd, tattcr'd;and peel'd, | but 


' even torn and rent with the briars and thorns of 


wild opinions, and waſting errors. 
When once men leap out of the cape of fthe 


: Church; and run from -under her wings 3 they 


are preſently cxpos'd to ravenous Vultures and 


=Harfyes, imprefled by the Prince of the air : and 


like him, that went trom Hiersſzlem to Ferichs, 
they fall among theives, They ſink into the 
bottom of the1ea like a ftove: Their heads will 
be wrapp'd about with weeds of deluſion 3 that 
leave Nincveth togoto Terſhiſk, Had men kept 
by | : | clulc 
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A perſwaſtve to Conforwity. 
eloſe tothe Church of Ergland,they needed not 
have ſtambled at ſwearing —— That 'tis' not 
lawful to take up arms againſt the King, 
I muſt tell che whole Chorzs of my difſenting 
brethren 3 that this very. fly is enough to ſpoyl 
the: whole box of their pretended ointments. 
Whp can chulſe but nauſeare that way of diſci- 
pline, which ſtartles at renouncing war againft 
the King? Were there no other reaſon this were 
enough £0 incline me to that reſolute (oliloquy 
Enternot thou my ſoul into your ſecrets; This is 
Lach an infatuation as diſcovers more of your na- 
kedneſs, than Iam willing to take notice of : 
I:Rt I ould (like flies) ſtick upon a fore place 3 
and wricc a Satyr inltead of a perſwalive. If we 
love not onr brother whom we have ſeen , how 
all we lave God, whom me have net ſeen ? Andit 
we obey not the King, who is a viſible God, 
how ſhall we abey God wha is an invilible King? 
this diſtemper is the more dangerous, in that 'tis 
even incorporated inta the very complexion of 
your great Dianz not only at home but abroad. 
It is accompanied with an affeQation, of levelling 
the eld ſtandards, and erecting new ones: In 
ſober-ſadneſs ; it hath been accompanicd with 
prodigions unkindne(s towards Princes. As in- 
gratctul neighbours will ſcarce cleer themſclves 
in this particular. In France I find the King of 
Navarre, to be ſow far offended with Bezs's 
heat at Poiſy, and with others that ran riot, a- 
bufing their liberty, that he left them, and made 
a league with the Duke of Guiſe, L am loth to 
go (ofar as Genevs, and turn over the Hiltory 
of tranſaFions there. I ſhall rather return to our 
Brethren of Scotland, After Bathwel that curled 
| I 4 regicade 
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regicide;had murder'd the King 3 he was not 
only favqur'd by ſuch like-Minifters , 1n:| Scot+ 
land , but glſo refletted { to uſe my ('Authers 
words.)) by their confederates here in! England, 


'when King Fames difcours'd with Mr-Robert 


Bryce, about calling Huntley to Court he told 
him he ſhould either loſe Hzxtley, or himſelf 3 


take his choice : Other of his brother Minifters 


being convented before theKing for their traite« 


- zous words5zthey refus'd to appear, ſaying=that 
the Spirits of the Prophets are ſubject tothe Pro= 


pbe ts alone, - for what is ſpoken in the Pulpit for 
the advancement ef Chriſt Could any men more 
refemble Dathan and Abiram ? It the King 
went an hunting, or kept a featt z when they 
chought it fitting to faſt, the Pulpir muſt 'con+- 
vey their 11] refentment to the people; and when 
ſome adviſed the King to let:them alone, for ſo 
they would ſoon render themſelves odious: True 
faid he; ſo I would had 1 amind to ruine' the 
Cliurch. Thus that moſt reverend and impartial 
Spotſwood. But trom the beginning it was/not 


{o. The primitive Chriftians look'd upon- their 


Emperours, as ſubject only to the power bf God, 
a quo ſuut ſecundi, poſt quem primi , ante omnes 
&- ſuper omnes deus, And again, Chriſtiauus uil- 
lins eſt Hoſts, nedur imperatoris.Go and ſearch 
the priſons: ({ayes the fame Author ) whether 
any traitcrousChiſtians ar#there:and this I take 
to be the main reafon 'why Criſtianity did in- 
creaſe ſo faſt jn thole daycs 3 becauſe Chriſtians 
were lo obedient and peaceable that 'they 
were permitted to rclide in any Ringdom. 
Valentintan told his Army=—penes vos fait Mie 
liies commttere mibi habenas impevij, eum won 


<1: 
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th cum fim, non veſtram, ſed menm fuerit gerere 'reip- 
curam, And Grotixs tells us, That the Kings De Jure 
of Egypt though they vielared their promiſes to Bellt. | 
their Subjecas 3 yet Accaſari vivi nou poterant, Þ* 57: 
ed mortuis abjudicabatur ſolemnis ſepultura. 
Saint Auſtia gives the reaſon— Qui reguum Au* p, cn. 
guſts, ipſn Neroni commiſiit : ui Conſtantino deilib, 5. 
Chriſtiano, 7uliano Apoſtate Regnandi dedit po- 
zeftatem, Qptatus obſerves, that 'tis ſaid The Lord Þ. 63. 
repented him that he had annainted Sax to be 
King. God (fayes he) .could have taken from 
him thatOylwhich he had beſtowed upon him, | 
ſed cum voluzt docere, non debere contingi oleum x 
etiam 11 peccatore, ipſe qui dederat, panitentiam 
egit, I know no fin againſt the ſecond Table ſet 
forth in more bloody colours, than this of dif- 
| obedience —'tis compounded of Hemiczde, Parri- 
 cide, Chriſticide, and Deicide. And *tis compa- 
red to the fin of witchcraft, where the party in- 
'F dents and covenants with the deyil himſclt. 
|| | Who more fit to teach men the black Art of this 
lin,than he that pradtis'd it himſelf, in aſpiring 
to beas God,as if he would havedethron'd the 
Almighty * We may ſee ſomething of his pra- 
ctifing-upon Adam ; how he tempted him to 
take the ſame courſe, he had done before him. 
And indeed every fin he ſollicites men unto, 
hatha vein of rebcllion running in-it, David 
well knew, that there was much of guilt in this 
lin, when he ſaid, How can Tlift up my bands 
| 4gaznſt the, Lords anointed, and be. guiltleſs ? 
'| Therefore he commanded the Amalekzite who 
| had an hand in Sauls death, to be ſlain before his 
_ eyes. Sheba blowing a Trumpet againſt David 
is (tiled #he ſon of Belzal, Ferom gives the reaſon, Speed. g. 
becaufe he was ſize jzgo without any yoke of $39- 
obedi:nce. Thoſe Aſſaſini, which were ſent 
aga;rlt 
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agaifiſt Princes at the command of their ſuperi- 


ours, were an odious ſe& among the Sarazens. 
What made Feroboam ſo infamoys in Scripture? 
ſo that he is ſaid ſooften, to have made” Tſrael to 
fin : But becauſe he lift up his bands againſt the 
Kings,” as well asſet up Calvesat Dan. and Be- 
thel,, What more hateful or hurtful creature 
than the'Locpſt ? yet they only are obſcrved to 
haveno King. An'irreverend or wry word a- 
Sainlt the King, is in Scripture called blaſphe- 
my. Thou halt not blaſpheme the Gods. And 
Naboth was accus'd in that be did blaſphem e God 
and the King, God'will not ſuffer ſuch words 
to go undiſcovered —C#rſe xot the King, 10 not 


in thy thoughts : for a bird of the Air ſhall carry F 


the voice ; Therefore God himſelf expoſiulates 
ſo ſharply, with Aarox and Miriam, even for 
whiſpering againſt Moſes —IFere ye not afraid 
to ſpeak againſt my ſervant Moſes ? Nay , they 
maſt not be told of their faults like other men, 
left their Authority ſhould be weakned, and 
their Majeſty ſullicd. Is it fie to ſay to 4 Krng, 
thou art wicked, and to Princes ye are ungodly ? It 
may be good adviſe, and better prudence ſome- 
times—not to Propheſic at Bethel —wbere 2t is 
the Kings Cheppel, and the Kings Conrt, 

In the New Teſtament, that theif who was 


_ = crucih'd with Chriſt, is thought by Grotzus to 
P32.Þ"24 befuch an one ; as had taken up arms againſt 


2 Tim. 7, 


the King, and therefore he was condemned to 
that (harmful and painful death ; however this be 
diſputable: yet fare I am, that ſuch as are 
Traitours, Heady, &c. are left for the laſt and 


worlt of times, That plain text Rom, 13. Thoſe 
tht refit ſh ll rezeiv? damnation, —= hath been 


{o 
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f tortur'd and diſlocated, in the late times by 
ſome patrons of diſobedience that- I have 
wondered , and wonderl ſhall, until (x7 
Sarde) I ſhall go down 1 nto the ſlimy vally 


without knewlegde:how men ſhould raiſe ſuch a 
miſt at noon-day, making darkneſs their Pavilion 
round about them, with dark, waters, and thick, 
clouds of the Skges, As it with the fiſh Sepza, 
ready to be taken, they could at their pleaſure 
vomit forth ſuch an 'inky humour, that they 
may eſcape thorow their own ſhades, and glide 


2way thorough that water which they themſelyes 


have mudded.As the Yalentinians of old, wrapt 
up the poyſon of their hereſic in their Xones,and 
ether intricate and obſcure terms : that they 
might firſt amule, and then captivate their fol- 
lowers. How was the name of God taken in vain 
in our remembrance, by the abuſing of Scrip- 
ture to prove the lawfulneſs of Arms? Becauſe 

onathan was reſcued from the hands of Sarxl, 
and Eliſha ſhut the doors againſt the Kings 
Meſſengers 3 thence it was interrd that Kings 
might be refifted, and Armies raiſed againſt 
them, Whereas the reſcuing of Fonathan was 
nothing elſe, but by a loving violence and im- 
portunity, whereby the execution of a pallto- 


. nate and unlawful command was prevented, as 


if a ſervant ſhould ſnatch away a child from an 
inraged father, when he is about to whip him, 
upon a falſe ſuggeftion, And. Eliſha did but 
ward off the blow of a ſudden and raſh affaulr. 
Now to argue from hence a lawfulneſs of fight- 
ing againſt Kings, or diſobeying their delibe- 
rate and juſt commands, would be but harſh 

logick 


-where all things are forgotten , how it '$ob, 38. 2, 
-was poſlible to darken ſuch clear counſel by words 


1 Sam 14: 
2 Thr.s, t 
33s ad 


126 . 


2 Chron, 


LI.10. 


Ecclef. 
19.17, 
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logick-; eſpecially if reduc'd into practiſe in 
their own families. Iffervants ſhrinking from 
their maſters blows , might alſo draw their 
ſwords, or maintain be/lum ſervile againſt them, 
Other inconveniences of like nature have been 
toorife. Some Sacrilegious perſons.in ſome ca» 
ſes have de fado affronted Princes 3 therefore 
it hath been concluded de jere, that 'tis lawful. 
And ſome apt brought to con» 
dign puniſhment, therefoxe the ſame courle is to 
be taken with lawful and: legitimate Kings. 
becauſe Lybnah is ſzid to have revelted frm the 
King of Fudah, becauſe he had forſaken the Lord, 
therefore if Kings fail off from Ged, their Sub- 
jects may fall oft from them : Although the ge- 
nuine ſenſe is this; God puniſh'd the King of 
Fudab with the revolt of his people, yet that 


xevolt in the people was a lin. 


Whether the Prince be good or. bad it mat- 
ters not as to our duty ,ef obcdience, Tis true 
when Kings are good, our obedicnce is the 
more cheerful and willing : Bleſſed art thou 
O Land! when thy King i the ſon of Nobles, and 
thy Princes eat in dueſeaſon, for ſirength and not 
for drunkenneſs, Yet where Princes are epprel- 
fors, and ungodly, our obedience may 
be the more heavy and clogg'd with diſcou- 
xagements, but ſuch obcdience in things law- 
ful is the more acceptable to God : As the ſub- 
jeCtion of ſervants, even to froward Maſters 
commends them more, than though rhey were 


s Pct. 2.18. good and gentle. 


Many ot the firſt Emperours were » Heathens, 
and attcr they were converted to Chritiianity, 
they were Arrian Hereticks, yet: they were 
faith» 
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faithfully obcy'd by Orthodox Chriſtians. '; 
Had God ſet wo better. guard. about. 'Kings, 
than to have left them to the cenfures and judg+ 
ment of the people, whethet they. oughd to. be 
obcy'd or not, who would” cot rather (puzn 
than court a Crown ? well might the :Vine 
" and Figtree in Fotbams parable refuſe that of- 
Hice> Fhey would be but ridiculous Gods, who 
are at the mercy of their votaries. God; never 
put the Image othis own power upon them; to nn 
be .r4zd out at the pleaſure of the. people. ih 
Therefore 'tis obſerved that God hath fignally 3 
plagued thoſe wrongs, which have been done 
to his vicegerents, Funeftus fuit ille Armus 
«-that waS an unlucky time accompanied with 
a deluge of miſcries, when the power of Kings 
was teken- away in Rome and Conſuls ſet up, L 
And inonr own Annals we read that after:R, 2, 44/7in ds - 
was depos'd their followed a War whereia an ae" 
hundred thouſand Evgliſh Men were flain,Such 3 
progedies 'portend black and cloudy events 
w—Certe violatafpoteſtas — Invenit ifts 'deds, nas 
merous ſacrifices muſt tall, - to expiate' the 
blood of one King , whobcivg alive, was worth 
tex thouſand of ws. | - * 
We mult pray for Kings, tbat we may lead q 
- quiet and-pexceable lives ; Our happineſs is 
Wrapt up in theirs. -A King'is fans 74 24s the 
very foundation of the people, cartying all his 
Subjects upon his back. The Perſians atter the 
death of their Prince, forbare ſome few dayes 
tov enthrone another, that the contuſion and 
enarchy , which was too evident in that inter- 
za}, might wake them love their King the bet- 
tcrall his reign, 


we 
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- contrary ts the great Charter of the Word of God, 
» 7 
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We have no cauſe to diſquiet Kings, by cnvy- 

ing their Gratdure,: eſpecially it we conlider 
their \-great: care, and fleeplets nights for our 

ood; Cyrus thought 'the life of an Herdſman 

etter than ofa King z and that it was calicr to 
govern brute-Beaſts than men. And Tiberixs in 
$ ueton,told his friends they little knew @#%- 
ta hilly effet imperiiim, what a terrible Behemoth 
an Empire WaSue /E,peg fidus Achates, let's not 
requite;our King,( who was a King of as fnany 
Joys,a5 he was of prayers'and ſorrows )with ſuch 
unkindnelſs, as not to renounce the lawfulnefs 
of takibg up Arms againſt him, and altering the 
Govcrament of Church and State, cliabliſh'd by 
and.under him : So we ſhall but renew his for- 
mer labours ,. and.tub-wpon that wound whick 
was ſoilately healed : -This is to turn our Hoſgn- 
#s's into Crucifiges,, For my part what LaGan- 
ti laid of Conſtantine, the fame ſhall I ſay of 
our Soyeraigns reltauration ———- Uhle dies feliciſe 
fimuy orbi illuxit,quo ilium Deus ſummus ad beati 
zmperij culmen evexit.>--That was the happictt 
day which ever ſhone upon our O01bzon, when 
this-Sun: brake forth out of thoſe Clouds where- 
in it way mantled. I pray my Brethren beare a 
part with me in'this tollowing Author, Salva 
Anglia» ſalva pattie, Salvus et Carolus. 

I cannot ciiuſe, but recount with ſadneſs-.of 
of heart the ſubjects of ſome conferences I have 
had with perſons of no ordinary quality, wha 
were cngaped in the late War, When I told 
them.I have no other Divinity warranted from 
Scripture , but prayers and tears; And thak 
Whatever the King eemmands me, which is not 
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Tambonnd in Conſcience tobey. Tf be command 
any thing repugnant to Gods revealed will; I muſt 


.obey himſtill ; though 'not attivelyin doing what 


be command: 3. yet paſſively in ſubmitting to thoſe 
penalties which be. ſhall inf upon me ;, they told 
me they had been acquainted: with other do- 


-Etrine; And who were the preachers. you may 


ealily guebs. 'I do even tremble to conſider that 
any ſhould protane the pulprt, poyſon the air, 
or which is worſe, the hearts of men with ſuch 
feditious and deviliſh doctrine. Such.Scrmons 
go 'down fmoothly. This is to fwim with 
the tide ofmens corrupted: hearts ; 'tis ny won- 
der. that) Watt Tylar and* Fack Straw gathered 
together ſich an incredible rout againſt R. 2. 
fince 'they chad Fobz :Batl an excommunicate 


\Pricſt to be their. Chaplain, who threw the 
tazapds of rcbcllion amongſt the people, who 


are Prepared like tinder,or Gunpowder to catch 
at ſuch wikd-firc. Juft fo, ' thoſe two Dodors 
Sba and Pincher,quickly raisd and excited R.z. 
againk H. 5. 

.Mens<ars arc too open to receive any Tragical 
complaints; concerning their Governours. Sbe- 
ba's:Triumpet is pleaſant muſick to that great 
beaft; the common people, They hearken with 
both cars to detractions, and calumnics againſt 


' their Gavernours , That they are tyrannical x 


Biſheps are. Antichriſtian z Popery is comming 0 
apace: The Goſpel # adulterated: Juſtice is ob- 
ſtrutted-:- \Profaneneſs is conntenznc'd; What 
Hurricanes will theſe. bealts raiſe ? men arc fick 
of things preſent, and long tor change, there- 
fore they have a forward faith and aft:Ction {+ 
what conduecs unto vyaticty, It is cattir to over 
GR L358 
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turn-and-deſtroy more: in:a day » than can be 
built /in an-age. Suck tares: are {os connatural to 
the ordinary ſoyle', that they will ſtart up in 
3 moment 53 therefore upan this account M2ba- 
metan;zſm and Popery grew fo faſt, becauſe they 
were commenſurate 40:mens carnal hearts : 'tis 
grace alone: which muli check and choke theſe 
luxuriant:::weeds. 5:: ,:aad feafon mers (vith 
better ;principles, +; For: as natural men are 
prone; /to:: approve:.ot-. Plato's. \Coammon- 
Wealth, or the dodrine: of the Nicalaitans, 
which God hates in ſuffering their lufts to run 
riot, in a. promiſcuous and exorbitant manner, 
without any .inclelure, or diftin tion of perſons. 
So,ſuchas axe fenſual who never had the:wind 
of Gods fpirit winnowing them from their chaff; 
in unſettiing them from:their Lees, and ſecuring 
them from- the common. Maſs : Theſe::diſcern 
not .the:Image of God, upon the King: They 
{ſmell noneof Gods. Oyl upon. him. but look 
upon himAas. an ordinary -perton ; -and '{o- they 
conceive not theinfelves under an obligation of 
Conſcience to pay that reverence and: obedience 
which is duce unto him:Theſt are aptto. miſtake 
Manaſſey. tor Ephraim, Eli tor the LordyEiab tor 


David.What is this, but.to open a flood:gate to 


let in all manner of confultion ? ] am-not afraid 
to ſay that 'thoſe that are good men will have 
War with this Amalek, trom generationito ge- 
neration, x0) 

But that which yet increaſes the eatthquake 
in my Bowels, and makes my. knees juftle one 
againlt another, 1s, that men pretending to be 
refin'd; and more than ordinary ſpiritual and 


- religious, ſhould break their allegiance and 


t:26h 
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teach menſo ; That after ſuch a ſhipwrack (as 
we have ſeen) they ſhould fill refuſe the plank 
of repentance whereby 'they might (ail ſafe to 
thore; and are fo far from retracting this per. 
nicious errour, by declaring and {wearing, that 
'tis not lawful to take up Arms againtt the 
King 3 that ſo they might make ſonic ſatisfacti« 
on for their former mifcari2ze : Stop the ſluces 
of future rebellions, and unigcuuve ther delus 
ded followers 3 who arc 7-4:i, even {worn to 
follow the dictates of fuck wiatters, apd count 
it part of their (eryiceto God 3 to do what dil- 
ſervice they can to the King : Methinks ſuch 


| Incendiaries, when they fee any of their tol> 


lowers going to execution for their traiterous 
exploits, they ſhould (ee themſelves executed 
in them 3 and fay-to the executioners--2x 2295 
coxvertiteferrum : Methinks they ſhould. a!fo 
fear, leſt this guilt ſhould follow them after this 
lite into another World ; For 'tis no new opi- 
nion, that puniſhment will increaſe as men 
grow worſe and worſe, thorow our examples 
and doctrines, which we have let behind, I 
ſay the paroxiſm of my (orrow is the more 
heightned , when I ſee men even juſtifying 
their former aQtings (as Forah did his anger) 
Challenging all men t» charge thers with doing the 
leaſt perſonal injury to any , and profeſſing ta give 


are the words of DoQor Owen. As if ic were 
poſſible to carry on a War to a& under our 
revolutions, with the greatelt zeal and vigour, 
and to keep many, many perſons from the in- 
joyment of their rights, were not to be guilty 


of perſonal injurics. And if be fhould give fa- 
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ſatisfation to any that can juſtly claim it ,, they Lus.p.ta; 
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tisfacion to all that might juſtly claim it ; let 
his eſtate be what it will, FE dare with a better 
grounded confidence. averre--Non eſt ſolvendo, | 
But if this be no anſwer to the Doctors chal- | 
lenge, I could whiſper in his car, fome notes 
of a thanſgiying Sermon', preach'd in Chriſt- 
Church in Loxdon, upon the overthrow of: the 
Leyellers at Burford, which muſt needs abate 
kis confidence, The circumftance of time and 
place may probably quicken and refreſh his me- 
mory. 4 

Nor utinam Van; —— 

I haveno ill will to the perſon of the man 3 
but rather have cauſe to own ſome civilities 
from him 3 much leſs have I a purpoſe to in- 
ſult over Bajazet in his cage; or any others 
that arc deſcended to the bottom of the wheel. 
I well remember what Lews King of France is 
reported to have ſaid, when he was counſelled 
to demoliſh the Duke of Bedfords Tomb---HFhbat 
Honowr will it be to ſpoyl bis Monument, who be- 


ing alive would have diſquietedthe proudeſt of 


us all. | 
My ſcope is (according to the purport and 
tcnour of this diſcourſe) to invite my Brethren, 
and O that I could thorowly perſwade them, 
not only to an #Zown nor, a confeſlion of their 
errors in general ; but to an #Z«yigwar, A confel(- 
fion of this particular, in taking up Arms 
that they have been out of the way themſelves, 
and have alſo miſled others, Such a Palinodia 
would be more acceptable to God and good 
men. than all evaſions, wiping of mexthes, or 
writing Toſtatxs his Volumes, in a way of juſti- 
fication of their aQtings. Though by this courſe 
Sirs, 
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Sirs, you may ſcem to conſult your own ſhame, 

yet it would preſerve your names better than 

Braſs and Marble. This would be a means to 
attons God: to make the King ſep ſecure- 
ly in the lap of his people : to prevent ;jealou- 
fies : to take offthe former ſcandal from our 
Church, and to eaſe your own ſouls; if yom are 
ſenſible of that crude matter, which lies upon the 
ftomacks of your Conſciences : For Torah which 
ſignifies confeſhion, comes from a root 'which 
fignifies to caſt forth > becauſe it caſes an aking 
heart, as vomit doth an oppreſſed tomack. B#7 
boe mali eſt ? this is a ſirange kind of fin, quo 
natural:ia mali non habet ; timorem,pudorem, ter- 
giverſationem, penitentiam, deplorationem. Quid 
boc malieſt cujus Reusgaudet ? Cujus Accuſatio 
votum eft, & pena felicitas, If you flight mine 


take thePrephets counſel-—T ake ##to you words, 


and turn unto the Lord: Say unto him, take away 


all our iniquity; and reeeive us graciouſly - Aſhur gg... x. 
ſhall wot ou us we will not ride upon Hovſes \ nei- 3. 


ther will we ſay any more to the work of onr baitds, 


yeareour Gods, What the Lord himſelf ſpake 
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[ 


to Job's friends give me leave to ſpeak unto you, Job 4:. 3/4 


Take unto you now ſeven Bullocks and ſeven Rams, 
and go to my ſervant Fob (the King) and offer 
z#þ for your felves a burnt offering and my ſervant 
Fob (the K:ug ) ſhall pray for you, for bim will I 
accept z leaſt I deal with you after your folly, in 
that ye have xot ſpoken the thing that is right. If 
you thall returg me the ſame anſwer as Rich 
Chremylus did, when he heard the commenda- 


tions of poverty $9eipx, # wh} ypuQns, &' 29 Tens, Arilg)>- 
ſs dy T014, ſay what you will, wee'l fone m2; 
R 2 of Þ 4+* 
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toninus in Churches, and therein-mine : -the glory Gods 3 


16. 


Eutichius; 
Toms ſe- 
cundo P. 
199. 


but the greateſt advantage would be your own 3 
for repentance(as well as love)will cover a mul- 
ticade of fins. ] have read ofan African Theit, 
condemned to dye by Mauritiw, betore he was 


exccated, he prayed. that God would pardon 


his fins, as he did Peters, -Hezekiahs, the Thict 
on the Crols;. his cycs ran down with tears, and 
his handkerchcit was thorowly drench'd with 
the fame; When he was dead; the fiends came 
tochallenge him far their own ; they weighed 
down the fcale, with a black catalogue. of his 
lias, which they 'had ready prepard. ' At laſt 
there appeared two Avgels in white, and they 
put the handkercheit wetted with briny tears 
to the other cnd of the ballance, and weigh'd 
gown the fardel of all his finful prauks : I ſhall 
not accommodate this Hiſtory 3 but I ſhall at- 
tend yourncxt motion. Mcethinks I hear you 
{ay, 1 have gone upona falſe ſuppoſition z and - 
grapled with my own ſhadow, or a ghoft of 
my own raiſing : for you have yas great a 
ſhare in Davia, as any of us. Neither will you 
yield your (clves to come behind the beſt of Sub- 
ject; in the duty of Loyalty. Well, make this 
good, and we are all agreed , all other differen- 
ccs will fall in; if we could once meet together 
in this cardinal Point : Lay atide your evalions, 
Iimitations, demurs, rcſeryations and diſtndi- 
ons, concerning the rights and prerogatives of 

Kings, 


A. 


> 
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Kings, then come in with a full and kindly obe- 
diene to our Abimelech, the Father of our 
Country : And what remaines to keep us aſun- 
der? Who would boggle at the Lyturgy, or 
Rites appendant £ Who would think much to 
declare, or ſwear, that 'tis not lawful to take up 
Arms againſt the King ? Who would ever have 
taken the Covenant at firſt? or who would 
now look upon themielves as obliged by it, to 
endeavour the alteration of Charch- Govern- 
ment ? Were men thorowly principled in obe- 
dience to the King, And fince Þ have nam'd the 
Covenant; TI have rouz'd up ſuch a Lyon out 
of bis Thicket , that I muſt fet apart the next 
Chapter to charmhim down again into hisDen 


K 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 


The Solemn League and Covenant is not 
obligatory. 


VV Ell may the Covenant be compar'd to 
a Lyen ; for it looks fierce and terrible, 
ſcattering abroad the very Arrows of death. 
And no wonder it is ſo deadly, and of {6 
quuy's viſage ; For it roſe lately from the 
ead, and ſiarted out of its own afhes. This 
1s the very Achilles, or Goliah, which is thought 
to be invincible , your Palladium, take this, and 
take all, It is ſuch a ſtone, as threatens to fall 
back and grind to powder thoſe that go as 
bout to remove it. What renounce the Cove-+ 
nant We can read Common-Prayer (I have 
- heard ſome ſay) but to be Covenantebreakers 
and to violate the oath of God this we cannot 
do : Nobis non licet efſe tam profauzs, Now I have 
followed you to the very Capitol, and what re- 
, mains 15 like the uncaling of the head. 

Though we fight you not in the field (T have 
heard others fay ) yet wee'l pray you down, yet 
how can ye pray inFaith ? upon what promiſe 
will ye ground ſuch prayers * But will you ſtop 
| there? can you chuſe but ſecond your prayers 
with your firenueus endeavours ? will you 
(with the Oftrich ) leave theſe eggs in the duſt ? 
and never look after theſe Arrows? 'Tis well 
that you haye wafh'd out your former ſpots:for I 

__. 
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obſerved heretofore that when thelightning of 
your prayers went before, the thunder, and clat- 
tering of your Armour followed after : You us'd 
the Sword of Gideex,as well as the Sword of the 
Lord; when like Moſes, you went up into the 
mountain to pray, you had your Armies of Fe- 
bues fighting in the vallies. But why do you 
call the Covenant the Oath of God? I read of 
that expreſſion but once in Scripture Eccleſ. $, 
2. and there no doubt it fignifies the oath of 
Allegiance to the King. With what Engines 

can yon wire-draw this text to the Covenant F 

What hath the Covenant to do with Allegi- 
ance ? Wow thefe agree together, we ſhall 
ſce afterwards yet you may as well ſee Allegi- 
ance in the Covenant, as diſcover the National 
Covenant in that of Baptiſm, A leading perſon 
of your way, told me once in diſcourſe- --That 

to renounce the Covenant, and to renounce Bap- 

tiſm js all one; this is juſt like another af(- 
ſertion of his : When I cold him. that the Co- 

venant was impos'd upon Subjeds, by Subjed&s: 

No (aid he, --Parliament men (Sedexte carid) 
are not SubjeRts---a weak fabrick ſure ! that 
muſt bc pillard and butcere(s'd up with ſuch 
props as theſe are. I forbear further to ravel in- 
to this bottom, becauſe that good man is now 


fallen aſleep 

Whilſt you call the Covenant the Oath of God, 
you break the third Commandment in taking 
Gods name in vain, by abukng of Scrip- 
Lure. 


I confeſs there is much of Religion in keep 


ing our Vows and Promiſes, He ſha/l dwe!l in Pf, 15. 4. 


God; 
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| isall one a5 *a&, an holy or religious man. No 
—_— {1n 15 foilow'd at heels Yith more fignal Judg- 
Fionis non . MICs than this of perjury z as might be evi- 
invenict dcnc'd by Arrizs (who was as 'twere the An- 
= titype of Fadzs) whoſe bowels for this very 
ompulit 
urvoverer Cauſe guſhed out. Viadiſlaus King of Hungary 
Fulgen:. broke a ſolemn league with Amurath the ſixth, 
619. who ſpreading thoſe Articles in the Air, to 
Torkih Which the King of Hxygary had ſworn, and 
Kif,P.322 Making his appeal to the God of the Chriſtians, 
ſuddenly the Hungarians were overthrown. 
Dr.Beard Sad inſtances there are in our own fiories3 ol 
— Harreld breaking his Oath with the Norman, 
_ and of Stephen, with Maude the Empreſs. Py- 
thagoras taught his Schollars (in order to mak« 
them good men) cif: iprus, to reverence and 
obſerve their Oathes : This is like to God him- 
ſelf, whois called in Scripture 4 God keeping 
Covenant ; valuing every title of his word at ar 
higher rate than he does Heaven and Earth 
Yet when Oathes are ſo facred, that 'tis a piacu 
lar offence to break themz they muſt have the 
- Prophets conditions, that is, they muſt be 
ſworn in judgment, righteorſneſs endtruth. 
Firft, men muſt make inquiry and then vow 
Anda promiſlory Oath, - which binds the take! 
- muſt be taken upon theſe preyiſo's. 
Firſt, The matter ef i: muſt be lawful. 
Secondly, It 1m nv! 19trench upon the Au 
thority of our $:;periour* : How far ſhort th 
Coyenant came »f theic conditions, it will ap 
pear afterwards, 


Jer. 4ts 
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Before I lanch into the depth of this Subject, 
I ſhall as it were land upon the bank-fide, and 
preface it with a narrative or two. 

Firlt, of a plain Country man, who obſerv'd 
it unto me —— That when the Scots march'd 
through theſe parts with the Covenant in their 
Hats : thoſe. thathad with ſo much ſolemnity 
taken it before, were fo far from lifting up an 
hand, that they did not ſo much as move their 
tongues in behalfof it ; As if this ſtratagem of 
ſtate having done its execution upon Epiſcopacy , 
were to be laid afide and become Neb»uſhtax ; or 
as Bithop Ganuden expreſſes itz this Flag of 
faction were then to be called in that part 
which concern'd the King was Apocryphal : 
But after a longer diſtance of time, when things 
are happily ſetled under our gracious Soveraign; 
As the Jews cry'd up the Temple of the Lord, 
ſo theſe do the Covenant, All the application 
I ſhall make is—— that ſome legerdemain is (o 


. groſs and palpable, that 'tis diſcernable by 


clouted ſhooes, The other is of a perſon as high- 
ly elevated for parts and piety, as any that hath 
moved in the ſphere of the Church theſe many 
ages, The melt reverend Biſhop Uſher : Who 
ina Sermon at Sarnt Mary Oxon, before thoſe 
loyal and faithful Parliament men , that lcft 
Weliminſter, and came thither in the late war 
in obedience to the Kings commands : ſpeaking 
of the Covenant; whether it had any binding 
power, he uſed theſe words My ſoul upon 
it 3 that Covenant binds no moreſuch as bave ta= 


-kett it, than Sampſons wither, which be brake a- 


Jjunger, and caſt from him at bis pleaſure. If the 
deliberate judgment of any man will weigh any | 
| | thing - 
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the reſolution of this Apoſtolical caſuift, ſhould 
fiatuminate, and ſettle any ſoul that flufuates 
about the Covenant, Had cither a ſuperſtitious 
1gnomance, ora cowardly compliance ever be- 
tray'd me into this ſaare, upon the hearing of 
this Angel I would have gone forth and wept 
bitterly, that ever I had adulterated my foul , 
by ſwallowing ſuch a poyſoned gabbet. It 
would have been gravel in my belly, untill I 
had yomited it up by repentance : I ſhould have 
accounted my ſelf free from any obligation from 
thence for the time to come. 

When I confider how this unſhapen Monſer 
was uſher'd into the World, by the Mid-wifery 
of an unnatural war : what a ſtrages, or defola- 
tion hath been wrought by this flying Role! 
How it hath devourcd Royal, Noble, Com- 
mon fleſh 3-and laid the Lords Vineyard waſte 
I cannot chuſe but ſay, A bloudy Covenant beſt 
thou heen unto us, Therefore ſuch as wiſh well 
to the King, Church, Nation, others and them- 
ſelves, will ever go about to unty thoſe grave- 
clothes, wherewith Authority hath bound up 
this MalefaQor, or opca a door to let out this 
Minotawre, to ſport hiraſclf again in our gore. 
For although it is prefac'd with theſe plaulible 
inchanting words —— After the eemmendable 
praGiſes of theſe Kingdoms 4 and the example of 
Gods people in other Nations: 

Yet upon diligent ſcarch, by the beſi Niſto- 
rians, there's none can be found to run paralel 
with it, but only that Catholick curſed league, 
contrivd by the Gniſes, in the kingdome of 
France, It differs from all other "x 
an 
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and hath a ſpecial fignature of its own. They 
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began, but this ended in blood, The firſt Cove. Heb, 9, 18. 


nant was not dedicated without bleed; and the 
{econd was laid in the blood of the Paſchal 
Lamb. In the Fewifk Covenants there was a 
Beaſt ſlain and divided ; then the Covenan- 
teers paſs d between thoſe parts, to ſkew that 
they deſcrved to be ſlain and cut into pieccs 
if they violated their Covenant. When Catalin 
conſpir'd the ruine of Cicero, together with the 
Roman Common-wealth (and now JT think I 
have found another paralel ) he firk kill'd a 
little boy 3 and then his confederates mutually 
bound themſelves together by an oath, taken 
over the bowels of that child. But this Cove- 
nant was wrapt up in fair profeſſions at firſt, but 
afterwards it floated in blood, and cnded in 
bitternels. 

Nabis an arrand tyrant of Lacedemon, had 
a Wife called Apega, who fleec'd the women as 
he did the men he loved her fo dearly, that he 
made her pidqure with coſtly garments; and 


Dion Caf. 
us |, 37. j 


when he could not get mony by fair means, he Sr Walter 
told them he would bring them te his wife, Rewley 
perhaps ſhe might perſwade them : $o the I P18. 


. mage opened its Arms, as to imbrace, but the 


arms and boſome of it was ſofull of Iron nails, 
that they tormented thoſe poor men to death. 
(who refuſed to lay down their monies ) Juft 
ſuch an Idol was this Covenant : It was habi- 
ted in the dreſs ofa religious Matron Mu- 


lier formoſs ſuperne ——-deted upon as the- 


t Diana of the Epheſians, I mean (ſuch as 
plotted the overthrow of-Church and State ; 


and when other engines could not draw on that 


de- 


152 + A perſwaſive to Conformity. 

deſign faſtenough ; this Amazonian Virago ex- 
pands her arms, and courts us with her killing 
rhetorick.; But thoſe arms were ſo tull of nails, 
that had not the providence of God reſcued us 
out of her imbraces, ſhe would have exhauked 
our very heart dlood,and killed us with a ſeem+ 
ing kindneſs : This was like that ſagacious Hy- 
ens, which was to hunt out a prey for the hun- 
gry Lyons. 

Burt perhaps this diſcourſe is too general, to 
alienate and divorce your amorous thoughts, 
from this painted Helena. Mauy of you have fo 
eſpouſed her to your ſelves, that you count it 
all one to forſake the Covenant, as to break 
wedlock : Therefore I thall come cloſer yet and 
try whether'tis poſſible co perſwade you, that 
there is not that obliging power in the Cove- 
nant as you imagine. I ſhall put che tryal up» 
en this plaine Sillogiſ. 


No unlawfu! Oath is obligatory: 
The Solemy League and Covenant was 
an unlawful Oath : 
Therefore the Solemn League and Cove- 
Hant is uot obligatory. 
Major prop. No anlawful! Oath can lay an 
obligation w#pox bim that 
takes it. 


The Prophet ſharply reproves thoſe idola- 

"PIF=s trous votarics, which ſaid, they would ſzrely 
4413" perform their vows , which they had vow'd, to 
burn incenſe tothe Dueen of Heaven. Whoever 

| {wearsan afſertory Oath, calls God to witneſs 

that what he ſwearcs is true ; and by laying 

iS 
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his hand upon the book before a Magiſtrate, 
doth imprecate upon himſelf the judgments of 
God in that book &rcnounces any ſhare in thoſe 
promiſes that are involved therein, if he ſwears 
falſly. And in a promiſſory Oath, he'muſt ſwear 
in righteouſneſs and truth , otherwiſe his oath 
will bea bond of iniquity : He will ſwear to 
ſig and fo by conſequence, fin in ſwearing, for 
he calls the God of righteouſneſs to record up- p, jure 
. on his ſoul, that he will deal unrightcouſly. þelli. 1. 20, 
F urata pro miſſio ; (fayes Grotims ) When a man <.13. 
ſwears to do any thing unlawful init ſelf, by the 
Law of God, or man ; ſuch an oat ir null, aud 
without force. $celus eſt fides, our fidelity in the 
performance of ſuch a promiſe would be a double 
iniquity.” Saint Auftin wonders that any ſhould 
nick-name this obſtinacy in what is evil, with 
that excellent title of fidelity. Sz executio cus 
quod eft promiſſum, ſit contra legem, vel publicam Leſſus de 
utilitatem, &c. If we fulfil a promiſe which i Jura.l.2; 
contraryto the Law, or publick welfare, Fur amen- P-618,019, 
tum promiſſioni adjedum non obligat : That 
oath which confirms ſuch a promiſe binds not at 
all : And the Caſuiſt gives a good reaſon ; be- 
cauſe Obligat Gonſcientia , non per ſe, ſed ratione 
legis, que aliud precipit vel prohibet , Conſcience 
| binds not of it ſelf, but hy vertue of ſome affirma- 
tive, or negative Law, Therefore 'tisan infallible 
rule to me-'-In mzlis promiſis, when we pro- 
miſe any thing that is wicked, ſuch a promiſe 
is got to be perform'd : But that the belt way 
to make amends for ſuch a promilc is to break 
the Cockatriſc in the ſhell 3 that 15, to revoke 1t 
ſuddenly, before it takes cffe&t, the ſooner the 


better. David bleſſed God that he did not fulfil g, 's. 
de 


Baldwin, 
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bis raſh vow againſt Nebsl, And had thoſe in the 
Aiis who vow'd they. would neither cat nor 
drink until they had flain Pax! been as bad as 
theirwords, they had highly aggravatcd their 
offence : As Heroddid;who ſtanding .1o nicely 
upon his Oath, muſt have Fobz the Baptiſt mur- 
der'd out of tenderneſs. of Conſcience ; Where- 
as 'tis more then probable that this Tragical 


Scene was complotted atorchand 'by Herodias 


and himſelf: as the downfall of Biſhops (to 
fay no more ) was by the Covenanteers3 and 
then all muſt be mantled under the Religion of 
an oath, andÞruſted over with the integrity of 
keeping Covenant. Religion is the higheſt ex- 
cellency of man, whilſt it is ſincere and undefi» 
led, but when 'tis made- a Cloak or ftalking 
Horſe only for blacker deligns3 'tis no. better 
than a white-Devil : It isalt ene as to look to- 
wards Heaven and to row towards Hell; to be 
xgwiis 2rarel, men that ſeem only to look: after 
vertue, yet are in truth zi «yon zthe very 
Champions of wickedneſs. Alas, ſuch'paint 
will guickly wear off; and then a hagg face will 
appear the more ugly. As ſke in the Epigrama- 
tift , after drinking of wine perfum'd her breath, 
leſt it ſhould be found out 3 yet when ſhe beleh- 
ed ſhe did but fink the woeles 


Ne gravis befterno fragres Feſcenis vine, 
paſtillosCoſmi luxurioſavoras. 

Ifta linunt dentes jentaculs ; ſed mihi obſtat, 
extremo rufus cum venit e Barathro, 


Caſuiſis tell us, of ſome things which ought 
not to be done 3 yet fats valent, there is no re<- 
verſeng 
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verfing of them, when once they are done : And 


I am much inclincd,this rule holds in marriage: 
Though 'tis not lawful for a Chriſtian to marry 
a Heathen wife, yet once married he may not put 


her away, at his pleaſures; but this holds not 
in unlawful promifſory vows, fince the accom» 
pliſhment of them doth but accumulate the 
guilt. I can ſce but a paſſage or twe in Scrip- 
ture, which may ſecm to invalidate this 
truth. 


Fir, That Covenant with the Gzbeonites 
ſecms to be utterly unlawful - For God had 
commanded that they and all the Cananites, 
ſhould be deſtroyed , yet contrary hereunto, 
Fofſhua made and faithfully obſerved a Covenant 
with the Gibeonites : And afterwards Saul by 
breaking this Covenant in flaying thoſe Gibes- 
aites brought a famine upon the whole Land, 
and conſulted ſhame and confukon to his whole 
Family. This inftance is urged by ſome, to preſs 
the obſervation of the Solemn League and- Co» 


venant 3 but upona firicter view, we ſhall di-- 


ſcern a vatt diſparity betwixt theſe two ca- 
ics, 


' 10, The Covenant with the Gibeonites was 
made by Joſhnz himſelf, as alſo by the Princes 
of the Congregation. Here was, as it were a com< 
pleat Ae of Parliament to warrant the fame. 
But in our cafe Foſhx did utterly prohibit, and 
diſclaim avy ſuch Coyenant. 


20. Though there was an error in the 1ſra- 
elites in making (uch a ſudden compact with the 
Gibeonites 


J olh.s. I9, 


2 Sam, 21.5 


Joſh. Il, 


I 9. 20. 


J olh,46. 


1 Kings 


9 290, 


See Suarez tis obſerves: Though 'twas forbidden to take 
do juredien- a wife of another Nation, yet if ſhe forſook her 
to,p.365 jdolatry and imbraced the faith ſhe might be 


taken to wife. 
Deut. 20s ; 


IO, I, 
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Gibeexites without asking counſel of Godzbeing - 
circumvented by the fraud of their old gar- 
ments, mouldy bread, &c, Yet this Covenant 
was not unlawful in 1t felt For though God 
had commanded that no pcace ſhould be made 
with the Cananites 3 yet it was but conditional, 
zf they ſhould ſtand upon their guards; not yield 
up their Lands; or not forſake their idolatry - 
But ſince theſe poor Gibeonites did ſubmit their 
perſons, cftates and ſervices to be diſpas'd of 
by Feſhua, for the uſe of the SanQtuary 3 for- 
ſaking their old idolatry : He might make a 
Covenaut with them and they feem tacitely to 
be commended for what they did. There was 
not a City that made peace with the Children of 
Tjrgel ,ſave the Hivites, the Inhabitants of Gibe- 
0n; for it was of the Lord to harden the hearts of 
the reſt, that they came againſt Iſrael in Battel. 
Therefore notwithfirnding that command, Ra- 
hsb and all her Fathers Family had their lives 
given them before. Afterwards Solomon per- 
mitted the Hittites, Hivites, Perizites and Je- 
buſites to live quietly under his Reign, as Gro- 


This is but according to the law of Arms, ſet 
down by God himſelf---that. approaching any 
City, they ſhouldproclaim peace unto it, and if 
the people therein ſhall make an anſwer of peace, and 
open there Gates then they were to be made tributs- 
ries, but not to be deftroyed. Thus the Lord had 
promiſed Moſes, that he would give into his 
hands Sehon the Amorite the King of Hefſ#bou 
and 


mm, ©, 
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and his Land : He commands him to arſe and 
take poſſclhon of itz yet Moſes well knowing 
how to interpret Gods commands in the moti 
merciful fence 3 firli ſends Meſicngers of: peace 


to Sehon, 'offering tv him it he would pernuc + 


DEUT, 742 4+ 


him to paſs quietly through his Country, he 
would not turn to the right hand, or the left 


157 


S, 27, 


to moleſt him ; Therctore theſe Gibveonttesr hum 4/45 1 


bly yielding themſelves up' co the hands of Fo 


ſua, he might lawtully make a Covenant ' with : 


them ; But trom hence to argue the lawtulnc(s 
of the Scottith-Engliſh-Covenant 3 and - that it 
ought not to be broken, is all one,as to conclude 
thar Herod might not lawtully have broken his 
Oath concerning the beheading of Fobx the 


_ Joil. 6,5 


To 
# 


Baptiſt , becauſe it was not lawful tor the yer, g. 


Rgchabites to break the vow which they had 
made to Jonadab their Father, 


20. Another - inſtance of -keeping unlawful 
vows, is that of-Fephta ſacrificing his daughter, 
which was not lawful for him to do, Det. 
12,51, | 


This is grounded upon a faudy foundation : 
For ſuppoling this vow ot Fephta to be un- 
lawful; Temerarium fuit, & prejtari non debuit ; 


TJudg.!t; , 


it was a ralh vow, and therefore ought not auliminc 
tO hayc been pertorta'd, fayes the Caſwmift ; He p. 290. 


was no more to be imitated herein, than David 
was in the matter of V-z4b. 


But I find very learned men of enother judg- Pmjto» 


ment. That Fephta did.not kill his Daughterzbut 


rus, Ugly 


—_ = eragns. 
only devoted her toa private, or hugle lite; _— 
wiich was only a mctaphorical f(actihce, Theres ©, afei, 

-; fore 9, 53; 


15% 
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fore the daughters of Iſrael went yearly to lament 


the danghter of Tephta, Judg. 11- 40. or as the 
word lament is noted to fignific F#adges 15. 11, 


'ro confer with her or to comfort hex whereof 
ſhe had not been capable, had ſhe bcen ſlain. 


Hence it is that we xcad of her bewaiiing of ber 
Virginity, in that fie was not hke to Icave any 
1fſae behind her, which was a reproach in Iſrael; 
But wc read not that ihe Jott her lite, Therefore 
Jephzas vow is undcrfiood by Vatabins and Drus 
ſs, to: be- conditional 3 that is, if that which 
firti met him out of the dore of his houſe, were 
fit. to be ſacrificed : For had a dog met him ; it 
was,yot to be ſacrificed according to the Law 3 
They read the words alſo dif jundively-- whats 
ſogver, cometh out of. the doors of my houſe, 
{hall either be conſecrated to the Lord, or elſe 
it ſhall be ſacrificed to himz $i molari poſſit 3 
it it be capable of falling a facrifice unto rhe 
Loxd., What is this now to the Scottiſh League 
and Covenant, either as to the entering into it 
at tarſt, or being obliged by it? and this will 
better appcar by the illegality of it, which 
1s the 
Minor prop. But the Solemn League the Scottiſh- 
Engliſh-Covenant, was and 1s ant 
unlawful Oath. 

I am loth to call it the National Cevenant : T 
hope that 15 but an abuſive ſpeech which reflects 
too much diſgrace upon the whole Nation ; for 
ſuppoſe this denomination be taken from the 
greater; Iam well affurd it is not from the 
bettcr part of the Nation —=pudet hec approbris 
——and az it was not Catholick in reſpect of 

pcr{ons 
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A perſwaſove to conformity. 
perſons 3 fo much leſs in the contents of 
If. 

Thete have becn ſo many invincible reaſons 
given againſt this Covenant, by my dear Mo» 
ther the Vniverſity of Oxo#, and alſo by many 
of my Fathers and Brethren that I am almoſt 
rapt up into an extaſic of wonder, that any 
ſhould appear in fuch a profligated and baffled 
cauſe z unleſs they had dexterity enough, to 
ward off thoſe blows, which will inevitably fall 
upon them. He that gocs about to diſpute a- 
gainſt this Covenant,hath ſo many advantages at 
hand, that he may be puzled ex'copia, what to 
ſay fixſt, but ane be deſtitute of arguments 
to plead againſt it. *'Tis rot tmy bukneſs to 
play the diſputant, but to beſeech you to climb 
over this Rock, into the Pulpit. Yet that I may 
prevail the better with your wils, I ſhafl ſpend 
a word or two upon your underſtandings z3 by 
ſhewing the unlawtulneſs of this Covenant in 
matter and form, in reſpect of the efficient and 
final cauſe : Though there's no need of all theſe 
terms 3 for if the matter be not juſtifiable,ncither 
can the end 3 We muſt not do evil that good 
may come on't. And if the efficient cauſe be 
not right and legitimate in a promiſſory oath, 
itis defective in that which is My@ 71s 's710s, 
the very formality of ſuch oath, which is the 
Authority umpoling it: Now that this was the 
cale of the Covenant ,he that runs may read it, 
if he can but read the capital letters of t he Kings 
Proclamation , prohibiting all his ſubjects to 
enter into ſuch a combination. If thofe that rook 
it were Subjects to our Prince as Was acknow- 
ledged in the prefice to the Covenant it felt ; 

| L2 yet 
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yet how they did diſcharge that relation, or 
how they did ſhew their (ubjcCtion in this par- 
ticular, it is ascalie'to derermine, as ] am loth 
to expreſs, Here is too large a hield to expitiate 
in; It would argue teo much rcfemblance to 
that poor inſect, the impotent and angry flye, 
to infiſt long on this gauled place, 1 with my 
Brethren were as much aſhamed of their own 
precipitancy herein 3 as Tai to urge them with 
it, and to charge upon them thoſe conſequences 
which might follow naturally upon the corm- 
-niflion of ſuch a niiſcartiage ; (ure thea they 
.would be perſwadcd to caſt forip this Hagar and 
diſ-inherit this I/pmael. . 


I pray read over the thirtieth Chapter of 
Numbers, and you may find, that perfons who 
arc not ſui juris, as Wives and Children, who 
were under the power of Hus bauds and 

Fathers ( and why not ſubjects who arc 
under the power of Princes ) might not 
make vowes and Covenants unicl(s they were 
ritified by their Superiours. How can Subjects 
pl.ad an «xcrption trom. this Law.-? We read 
of putting down idolatrous Priefts, deſtroying 
the Groves, High places, Altars, the brazen 
Serpent 3 yet thele things were done by the 
Kings command ; ncver as I remember in a way 
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of contradiction, or defiance to their Authority, 
$6 as appears in the reigns of feſiab and Hezckiab: 
- Cheon. When any thing was amiſs in the Church in the 
50s primitive times, the Chriftians petitioned the 
Emperonrs to reform it > they did not (imvitzs 
regtbus) attempt that work, thereforc the Kings 
1 Dcr!prure ary eviry where blamed, and not 
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the p&ople in that the Hizb places were not taken 
away. The torwardncts of the people herein is 
but an unwarrantable and prepolterous 2cal : 
Though the thing it (elf be good, that is to re- 
form abuſes in the Church, as it is good in it 
telt to offer (acritice, yet not in people that are 
under ſubj<cion; as it was not in Sax! to offer 
Sacrifice without a calling. It is the Kings pc- 
culiar oflice to be 5 at; 7s 3:85 nip (as 
Ariſioftle) the chcit dilpoicr in matters ot Reli- 
gion : He is the Common Biſhop «f the Church, 
as Conflentine is liiled by Exſebius, Puivate per- 
ſons muſt defend religioa, Now occidendo, ſed 
Moriendo, not by killing others but dyug them- 
ſelves. It is altogether unlawtul (faycs Biſhop 
Davenant) tor the people, Kennenie Magiftrati, 
Keeleſie Reformationem Molirt, to go about to 
1cform the Church, without the conſent of. the 
ſupreme Magilirate, This 15 8 right fo proper- 
ly bclongiog to the King , that Darius, Cyrus, 
the King of Nizeve were invelicd with it, Fure 
geatium , though they were Heathen Princes, 
{ayes another proicijor of divinity out of the 
ſame chai, 


I read indeed that the people entred into Co- 


venant Ezra, 10, 3» but 1t was to pt away 
their ſtrange wives, which was according to Law 
M the fame verſe. What 15 this tv our pupoſe/cx- 
cept you could produce unquettionable cvidence 
of Scripture proot--- That the Government of 
the Church by Bithops (which you have Cove- 
nanted againſt) is as unlawful as the having of 
ffrange wives, 
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Alittle reading in Caſniſts and Schoolmen, 
will eafily confirm this truth---that ſuch oathes 
and Covenants, Which are made againſt the 
confcnt ef our Huperiours , are not obligatory, 
$3 Res jurats ſit ilicita, ſuperiore vetante, obli- 

T effius de gatio toliiturm——]rritationem quoq, tollitur, 


(1:1; OS > A © 
bom quanao materia juramenti promiſſorij ſubeſt alte- 
120.43» Tins potcſtati. Hec igitur conditio ex natnra rei, 


431-553 wel juris diſpoſitione includitur promiſſiont, vel 
juraments promiſſioni oppoſtto—=mſi ſuperior, cut 
materia ſubeſt, contradicat, 

Ibid.p.542 Mnicquid iunoſtra poteſtate non fit, ſub votum 
Hon cadit, nec quod malum eſt. 

Nemo poteſt ſe firmiter obligare per promiſſionem, 

Aquinas ad id quod eft in poteſtate alterius, ſed ſolum ad id 

21-..Q:. quod «ſt omnixo in ſua poteſtate. Duicunque auten 

88. ATT. eft ſebjeus alicni, quantum ad id in quod eff 

os Ju'jetus, non eſt ſue poteſtatis facere quod vult ; 
ſed depeuaet ex poteſtate alterius,& ideo nom po- 
teſt ſe per votum firmiter obligare in his,in quibus 

\a.teri ſubjicitur, ſme conſenſu ſui ſuperioris, 

Vid. Aa VnumQuemq, pertimet zrritare Juramen= 

$3. Argo 1 quod a fibt ſubditis fatium eſt, circa ea que 
ejus poteſt ati ſubduntny, 

Gregory de Valentia affirms the ſame In 

Piſp.6, Q. 7121s caſibu's conſ tat juramentum promiſſorium 

q de Jurc- non obligare, ſcilicet de Re illicita:; Nam ex eo 

ments, quod jaramentum preſtatur homini ſuperiores,aut 
domint ReipromiſJezpoſſunt irritare juramentum, 

Non teretur quis per media inutilia vel minus gra. 
12 des, procurare divinum honorem ad implends 
1ramentum. Our own Matter Perkins doth but 

P-5*'5. rranflate the ſenſe of rhe Schoolmen into En- 
glith— An oath fayes he, bindeth not if it be made 
concerning things which arc not in our power 3 as 
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to ſwear to give away another mans goods: And way 
not this our cafc?did not you {wear to take away 
the Rights of the Biſhops?pay, the Rights of the 
King , whole prerogative and juriſdiction it 15s 
to reform the Church ! and that after many of 
you had ſubſcribed to the rights of the -Epiſcon 
pal government , both when ye took degrees in 
the Univerlity, and orders from the Biſhops, 
and had alſo taken the oathes of Allegiance and 
Supremacy. 

Can a fubſcquent oath, or Covenant fo far 
bind us, as to make void the former? 7urz+ 
mextum facium coutra Prius voruns ; Joe Famenium 
aut promiſſum ( modo ſit in re licitz ) u0#u obligat, 
Doctor Cracantherpe was no ordinary divine in 
his time, yet he confirms this truth=— The Em- 
perour (layes he) ſwears at his Coronation to keep 
ſafe the Honours and Rights of bis Kingdme ; 
efterwarde he alienates them ; au takes an oath 
that he will nos revoke them. But ſince this let 
ter oath was contrary to his imperisl Oath at his 


' Coronation, it binds not, being unlawful , and jo 


cannot be vinculum iniquitatis: Bat notwithſtan- 

ding ſuch anoath, he m:y revoke his grant, 
Suppoke a married min, or woman, aftcr 
marriage ſhould vow continency 3 this 15 morc 
than was in his, or her power 3 thereiorc luch a 
promiſe is not to be fulfill'd: He enim quilg; 
reda, & firma devotione ſolus promittit, quod ſui 
tantum juris eſſe cognoverit : Temerarieſe voviſſe 
cognoſcat,© debitam conjugi caſta ſinceritate Red 
hibet, Doth not this rule hold as true betwixt 
Subjets, who are bound by oathes unto their 
Princes, as betwixt an Huband and rhe W.te 
of his Coyenant? Therefore why thould uv you 
L 4 Is 
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return'udto your firſt love ? I mean in making 
good theſe former promiſes and 1ngage- 
ments which you have made unto the 
Crown. and unto thoſe that are commiſſionated 
by the ſupreme authority Do you think that 
adventitious and contradiAory vows of a later 
date *for the making of which you never had 
any ſufficient authority to warrant you ) will 
ſupplant and evacuate your former? oathes ? 
There was a lawful power prohibiting you to 
enter into ſuch a combination at firſt 3 and there 
hath been ſince in dcclaring the Nuliity of ſuch 
a Covenant, Will you Rint Took upon your (elves 
(hke that Ram which the Angel ſhew'd to. A- 
brabam ) as caught in a thicket by the horns ? 
wircreas your fetters are rather imaginary than 
real. And hercin you reſemble fome mclancho- 
ly*men, who have ſeparated themſelves from 
common ſociety, fancying themſelves to be 
Lepers : Others have been afraid to ſpeak leſt 
they thould low like beaſts, and to eaſe nature, 
by letting go their water, leſt thcy ſhould drown 
tht whole Town wherein they dwelt z which 
concceit was curce by this ttratag.m---one cry'd 
fic! fire”! Hereupon the melancholy perſon lets 
go h13 water tha: he might extinguith the fare, 
ant was healed. Do not you hear the like out - 
Cry in our dwellings, by reaſon of our growing 
a'id waſting divitons at home and abroad ? Sirs, 
let go the Covenant out of your clutches, and 
all will be well 3 and joyn your endeavours with 
us, in helping to-put out this common confla- 
gretion: xetrhe vour erroneous conceits : cleer 
ep your blood-ſhotten eyes: look upon the 


4 Covenant thorow the true optick glaſs of loy- 
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alty and religion and I dare fay you will not 
account your (elves bound by -it, te endeavour F 
| the alteration ot government in the Church, 4moninus 
TAgv Þ warnlr, vprus y Bazfim If you were once invits 
freed from thc pcriurbations of your own heads, [#91 4t© 
the terrible bug- beares in your way would dif- 

appear and vaniſh.1t chis phytick will not work, 

I ſhall g1VC you the Catuilts concluſion, 25 anO=- 


ther pill to chew upon, -Caput Melanchalicum 
eſt diaboli balnenm. 

Were there any obligation in the Covenant, FP 577 
we who never bound our fouls with it (maugre 
all the anathema's and terors of thole that im- 
pos'd it) have more cauſe then your ſelves; 
to complain of the ſeverity of the Parliament 
in injoyning us to declare,that not only there is 
no obligation on our (elves, but alſo making us 
your compurgatours : we muſt declare=—Thet 
no ether perſoz is obliged by that cath call'd the 
Solemn League and Covenant.But inſtead of com» 
plaining and murmuring, wc gratefully acknow- 
ledge the-wildom of gqur Governours, and their 
tenderneſs towards you : for fearing leſt you 
ſhould hinder our happy ſettlement upon the 
Kings return, hanging off from a complyance 
with our peace, upon pretence of the Covenant: 
They call'd in thoſe that were free, to relieve 
thoſe that thought themſelves bound : thole 
that ſtood upon tirm ground, to lend an hand to 
thoſe that floated upon the waters 3 that ſo by 
the interpolition of our judgment, and charita- 
ble alliftagce, your ſuppoted Gives and Fetters 
might (like untimely figs ) fall from you, and 
you might look upon your ſelves, as free from 
any tyeariling from the Covenant, that ſo we 

might 
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might all concente?, upon a legally eſtabliſh 4 
foundation of peace and tranquillity. O when 
will it once be that we ſhall ſee the long expe» 
ed fruit of this labour of love { When will ye 
know the things that belong to your own, ours, 
the Churches and the Kingdoms happineſs ? It 
the ſhip ink, we ſhall lyerogether in the bot- 
tome of the Sea, that could not agree upou the 
deck : Lets therefore commit our ſelves to our 
experienc'd Pilots, ſo we may arrive to the Ha- 
yen where we would be. 


Secondly, The Covenant is unlawful in re- 
ſpect of the matter— As for thoſe things m it 
which concern a perſonal reformation of life 
and manners, in walking more cloſely with, and 
religiouſly before God: in avoiding profancneſs 
and ſcandal, that ſo we might walk wortby of 
Gods mercies and decline bis judgments, I have 
nota thought in my heart, much ]cfs a word in 
my tongue againſt the material part of it. I 
wiſh we were all ſuch Couvenantecrs, and that 
our Covenants in this reſpe& were written 1n 
Marble and Adamant ; like Gods Covenant of 
Grace everlajting, or that which he hath made 
with Day and Night: As Fob made a Covenant \ 

Jer. 33-25- with his cyes fo 'twere well if we could make a 
Cevenant with our hcarts and wayes. Had this 
been all that had been aimed at,good men would |, 
not have been ſo ſcandalized at the Covenant :; 
My hand would have trembled,8; my pen would 
have fallen from betwixt my fingers, ere I had 
written any word to have impleaded it. May | 
Holineſs to the Lord be written, not only on our , 
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but upon the door poſts offhr hearts, and the 


frontiſpeice of all our ations ; yet were this the. 


deſign of the Covenant, as good asit is ; yet 
I utterly abhor the manner of its birth,or intro- 
duction into the world, which was altogether 
tumultuary and irregular, The reformed Reli- 
gien profeſſed among us, which is the very or- 
nament of our Church and Nation, and the joy 
of our ſouls would looſe much of its glorious 
Iuftze and yerdure with me, hadi t been uſher'd 

in with Axes and Hammers, claſhing of Armour 
and roaring of Canons: Had it been c&abliſh'd by 
rebellion, and not by the decrees, and laws of 
reforming Princes, who call'd our Fathers out 
of Babyion, and led them out of ſpiritual Egypt. 
Kings (bleſſed be God, who put ſuch a thing 
as this into their hearts) were the nurling 
Fathers of our Reformation ; But alaſs, amend- 
ment of lite was leatt of all intended in the Co- 
venant, The limitation, or impairing ef the 
Regal, and the total abolition of the Epiſcopal 
power, were the very white in the But. This 
was the letter and all the pretences of reforma- 
tion, but as ſo much wanton embelliſhmenc 
flouriſhing round about it, This was the pill 
zo be (wallowed,, all the reft but as ſugar te 
wrap it up, which preſently diffoly'd and left 
nothing behind, but the naked pill which was 
.as ſo much ferment in the ftomack, and occafi- 
oned a ſtrange Timpany in the body politiok : 

This was the practiſe of Neſtorizzs z heinveigh'd 
bitterly againft all other Herefies (who would 
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have thought but he had been orthodox ? ) 20 _ K 


make way for bis own ; And he made the greater ;6, & 23. 


havecksf Chriſts flock, becauſe theſe that were 
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torn a' pieces by this Wolf," ftill deem'd bim t0 be 
a ſheep. Juſt ſo this Covenant hangs out the white 
flag of Religion, ſeems to promote nothiug but 
picty and purity 3 to batter down nothing but 
&, *& +;- profancnel;, and in the mean while it levels 
Spr-amws all its force againſt thoſe Mountains which (tand 
Tas BM about our Feruſalem, Thoſe Adverſarics do 
_—_— the moſt miſcheif, which make the moſt ſhew 
a #. « fricndfhip and kindneſs. 


AAP 1924s 

Cle, Ales. | 
flro.z, p:  10- The matterof an oath ought to be plain | 
440. and obvious to our underſtanding z without ob- 


{curity. and intricacy. I mult know what [T 
{wear, Otherwiſe I take Gods name in vain in 
[wearing methout judgment, Now. in this oath 
there are many words of ambiguous fignificati- 
on : As Common enemies, beft reformed Churches 
(without telling which they arc) Malignants, 
Dottrine and Diſcipline of the Charch of Scotland, 
priviledges of Parliament, which in thoſe daycs 
were like the Popes Traditions, Arbitrary and 
Incxhauſtible. 


29. There are plaine contradictions in this 
oath: For thoſe that have taken the oathes of 
Allegiance and Supremacy, and have therein 
ſworn to defend the King and his Rights Abſo- 
Lately; yet here they muti mince the matter and 
vow to defend the King himſelf wich a limitati- 
on --I# the defence of Religion : So that it he 
do not what they : would khayc him do in mat- 
ters of Religion, they have an evaſion at hand ; 
by vertue of their Covenant they may &ecteat 

« him if not dethrone him, So he muſt be a pre. 
Carious 
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©xrious, not « glorious King;teigning at the pla- 
citum of his Subjc&s : nay, in their former 
oathes they ſwore to defend all the KingsRights, 
whereof his juriſdiqion m' matters Ecclefiatti- 
cal is not accounted the leaſt, yet here they 
vow to. reform Religion themſelves and as it 
were ſnatch that Jewel out of their Soveraigrs 
Crown. Andas by this Covenant they violate 
their former oathes of Allegiance and Suprema- 
cy,ſo they would have the King tos, like them- 
ſelves, in violating kis oath at hjs Coronation, 
when heſwears to maintain Biſhops andthcir 
Rights, "7 


In this very Covenant they ſwear to maintain 
the libertvcs ef Subjeas;yct as if Biſhops were net 
Subjects, they ſwear to reot them up' root and 
branch. | | 


59, There arc groſs abſurditics in the Coyc- 
aant- The Parliament is plac'd beforeJthe King. 
The Church of Scotland before the Church of 
England. There is ſwearing to maintain the 
priviledges of Parliamcat abſolutely, but” the 
King aud his Rights with a limitation : As'if a 
Parliament were infallible, not ſo the King 
whereas to ſpeak properly, the Parliament is x@ 
Parliament at all without the Kings no morc 
than the trunk of a mans body is 2a compleat bo- 
dy without his head. 


40. The fourth Article of the Coyenant is 
evcn unnatural, binding Children to betray their 
Parcuts to death, by brivging them to publick 

ta} 
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eryals, If they arc, or have been Malig! 
nants. 


5'9, What deſperate Hypocriſie and prevari- 
cation is there in the third Article > the world 
muſt bear witneſs with the Covenanteers Con- 
ſeiences of their loyalty; that they bave nothoughts 
or intentions to diminiſh the Kings juſt power and 
greatneſs. Juſt like Herod, that told the wiſe 
men--they ſhould bring him word, where Chriſt 
was, and he would come and worſhip bim ; In 
plain Engliſh thatis, he would come and mur- 
der him : pretendit cultum, intendit cultrum ; 
or as Abſalom makes a flourifh, that he would 
pay bis vows in Hebron, but the truth was; he 
had a purpoſe to raiſe war againſt the King his 
Father, So the ſame men that robb'd the Kin 
of his legiſlative power, _ of the Militia, = 
turn'd their ſwords againſt his very beſome, 
would have the world bear witneſs to their loy- 
alty--that they have no thought or intention to 
diminifh the Kings juſt power and greatneſs. They 
would fain have the World as guilty in violating 
the Ninth, as they. themſelves have been in 
breaking the fafth Commandment: 


60. But ſuppoſe the other Articles of the 
Covenant were free from all exceptions, and 
might paſs for currant, without any allowance 3 
yctall the united 5kill of the Cov cnanteers in 
Exglandand Scotland (were the very quinteſ= 
ſence of all their parts ſtrain'd into the pericra- 
nium of one Covenanting Achilles) can never 
juſtihe the matter of the ſecond Article, con- 
cerning the cxſtirpation of prelacy : for had the 

| nuules 
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houſes of Parliament been full and compleac 
when, they paſled this ordinance, Yet what 
Authority had they to pull up and retrench the 
very fundamentals of Goyernment, which was 
{o firmly rivited by the Laws of the Land, con- 
firm'd by. Megns Charta, and ſo many Acts of 
Parliament. Can a ſubordinate or leflex power 
ſuperſede, or make voyd the decrees of that 
power which is greater, even the ſupreme pows j;,: cc 92 
cr ofthe Nation ? Who bath heard ſuch thing? © 
IWho bath ſeen ſuch things ? It hath even pitied 
me to hear what fig-lcav'd falve's fome have 
found for theirConſciences in this caſe. As I told 
you of one, that ſaid Parliament men were no 
Subje&szſo others have told me—=that they did 
not Covenant again Epiſcopacy,but againſt the 
Hierarchy: What an irrational ſubterfuge is thi? 
What 15 .the Hicrarchy but an holy Governs 
ment 3 and muſt this be rooted up? read the ves 
Ty next words of the Coycnant and you will ſe 
what is underſiopd by prelacy: that is, the 
Government by Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops, Yet 


| the very fame men that told me, they did not 


Covenant againſt Epiſcopacy, ha#e refus'd to 

take the late Oath, why ? becauſe they will not 
ſwear— Not to endeavour to alter the Governs 

ment of the Charch: Have not theſe men Rexbens | 
curſe upon them? in being as Tsſtable as water z, Jamil. 8. 
or are not they of the number of thoſe dJidoxer, 
Double minded men who are unſtable in all their 

wayes, What will not men fay, that haveeſpou- 

{cd a deſperate caule, 


Others ſay they have Covenanted 2gainlt Bi- 


ſhops, *cis truc: But only in their places and 
caliings 


x7 2 
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xcalings. Yet-which of you can challenge it ak 
proper duty of your places' and callings—M#- 


tare quadrata rotundis, to turn the Government 
» f Church aud ſiate'topſey turvey : I joyn theſe 
together becauſe I want ſpectacles to diſcern 
what diffexencethere is berwixt uſurping upon 
the Kings power and ſubverting theGovernment 
ofthe C hurch in ſpite of his Authority. Wo be 
to the Kings' Majefty, it you ſhould lift up your 
bands.againand fall a (wearing, What ſecurity 
hath the King, but your vows may reach him 
as well as the Biſhops; for if you account your 
{elves in your places and callings when ye kick 
off the Mitre, it is but going a ttep farther and it 
may be your Tether may ſtretch fo farre that you 
may hazzard the ſhaking of the Crown : If this 
bcto a& within the proper ſphere of your call- 
$1gs and places : Then Phaeton was in his pro- 
per place, when he was tampeting with his Fa- 
thers Charriot, And the waters were in their 
proper place when they overflowed the earth. 

Should I carry my fclfthus im my place and call- 

ing, I ſhould much fear, let Þ ſhould be going to 

udas his proper place; not as the text is ſen= 
ſed by the learned Do&tor Hammond, but ac- 

cording to: the fulleſt current of Interpreters. 

Some (ay; they took- the Covenant freely, 


* 7.4, end voluntarily, and how can they recal and 


recant ſuch an act? 

I am (orry co anſwer what the matter in hand 
compels me, viz. The more free and voluntary 
this Act was, the more linful it was, ard calls 
the-lowder for repentance, 

Others ſay, how can the people beleive what 
we preach, ws we (hould break the Covcnant ? 

this 


Qt nn Sw ig gggo ct erm —=—+©v 


A perſwaſive to Conformity. 

This quere borders upon the true reaſon (in my 
apprehention ) why you will not declare againit 
the Covenant, leſt your credits and reputations 
ſhould be ignpeached : As ſome of the more in- 
genluous. Papiſts will acknowledge ſome things 
to be amils in the Church of Rome, yet thould 
they be amended --the Hereticks (lay they9 
would'txke'advantage to open theit mouths 4 
g4in{trhe Popes infallibility ; or, which is more 
EO to my preſent diſcourſe, as it was with 

ered, after he had ſworn raſhly concering 
Fobn the Baptiſt ; yet for his oathes ſake,and 
them that ſat with him at meat, Mark tiat ! («| 
they perhaps thould report him not to'b2 M4 
ſter of his'word ) right or wrong he commangs 
the head of John the Baptiſt to be given to the 
daughter of Herodzas, 
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CHAP. XVI 


A Coronis, or ſeaſonable Contly ſpan. 


Eare with me a little my Brethren, in (uf- 
LIicring a word of cxbortation , from the 
meancſt of thoſe that wait at the Altar, 

Trattemus fabriliafabri ! let us preach the word 
in ſcaſon and out of ſeaſon : Divinity 1s our 
Sparta, the Province which we mult fiudy to 
ado. As for politicks Government, affairs of 
State, theſe arc out of our Dioceſs and beyond 
ourlaſt,. Lets ſiudy to be quict, to fear God and 
honour the King, and all thoſe that are com- 
miflionated by him in Church and State. Let us 
beat down fin ſ[trenuouſly, reform our (elves, 
Families, Pariſhes faithtully, pray tor the refor- 
mation of what is amiſs in the whole Nation 
conſtantly In two words lets #%Þ pan, y 520m dey 
preach wAll and live wcll, ſo we ſhall not. be 
at leaſure to ſpend our ſelves in notional and 
whiffling diſputes-—Then ſhall or light break 
forth as the morning, and our bealth ſhall ſpring 
forth ſpeedily. But if inficad of performing 
our mimilicrial duties conſcionably, and 
humbly; we ſhall be ſo pragwatical Eccon- 
trical and magiſterjal, as to medel with things 
above us: by lying in lurking places, watching 
and Jaying ambutcadocs tor the downfall of 
thole tor whom we ought to pray. If we think 
thus to run away with the pillars of the Eccles 
liattical fabrick upon our ſhoulders , we fhall 
(1\tke 
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like Sampſon ) be buricd in the rubbiſh, and 
then what other Epitaph ſhall we deſerve ? but 
— Here lyes the poſterity of Dathan,which periſhed 
in the gainſaying of Core,or what is (aid of Stiga#- 
dus. 
Inquinat infernumſpiritus, oſ5a ſolum, 


It looks like a ſtudied peice of malice z if we 
ſhould dry up our brealts, when poor ſouls g,,j,..., 
lye ſtarving and gaſping for want of ſpiritual ge prev 
foed. If we thall cither throw away our Aaro- 1ibas in at 
nical Bells, or which is all one, pull out their 942 165:, 
clappers, rather then we will awake and rouze 
up thoſe that ſnort upon the very brink of hell. 
Is there any (o angry with his owa Nation, 
as Hypocrates was with the Perſians, who re= 
fuſcd to give them phyfick, and to heal their Futychius 
maladies when they ſent for him, | 0009 Seas 
But my brethren, I hope better things of 
you, and things accompanying peace and ſalva- 
tion: May theſc things happen to the enemies of 
our Church and Nation ! But let Religion and 
loyalty be within our walls, peace and plcnty 
within our pallaces Thercfore what Fo- 
tham (ail to the men of Sechem in Mount Geri- fille 4d: 
Zim— Hearken unto me, that God may bearken wth 
#nt0 yore. Goldis the bet of Mettals,and 'tis alſo 
moſt ductile. If you are men of generous difpo- 
fitions, and of a golden nature, you will be 
pliable to his adviſe that gims at nothing but 
yours, and the Churches happine(s. I hope you $65 75; 
are none of thoſe, of whom Saint Bernard (peaks Ganc,ce. 
Nec ſuaſionibnus fleAuntur, quis ſubverſi, 
which words may be rendred by that fad ſorts 
M 2 fanee 
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of Eli —— they hearkned wot to the voice of their 
Father, becauſe the Lord would ſlay them. Nor 
would I have you to be like that heretical Ra- 
per (as Proſper calls it ) that went out of the 
Ark and was (0 imimcrs d with the carrion that 
floated upon the water, #t a4 Arcam Eecleſie 
redire nolnit, Many of you have now caſe and 
reſt more 'than enough-— take hced that you do 
not ſay 


—— Deus nobis hec otta fecit, 


Be not Ike Deere in purlew-Woods, which cn- 
dure not afterwards to be coop'd up and con- 
hin'd within thcir own pale, until ſome Ninzrod 
or other m2ke a prey ot them, Morbide oves ſu- 
um relinquunt gregen:, & luporum faucibus de- 
porantur. When Sheep faint and lagg behind 
their fellows, the next news is, they are fſeizd 


_ on by the Wolf, 


Be not like thoſe Crows in Arabia, which if 
they be cmpty and want what they would have 
to fill their Craws, they make a ſtridulous, ra- 
ucous and horrid noiſe. What though every 
pin in the Sanctuary doth not ſtand point-{1zc 
as you would have it ? mutt all Exrope cccho 
with your bellowinys £ Or muſt the whole 
firucture preſently be demoliſhed ; will you 
prelently run out of the Garden inclos'd never 
coreturn, though it be tull of fragrant Flowers, 
tiving Fountains,and hath in it the tree of Life ? 
becauſe perhaps ſome particular herb or other is 
wanting tor which you have {ome ſpecial 

kinducls 3 
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kindneſs, or grows there, with which your 
noltrils arc not delighted 5 Mult an unwarran- 
table Covenant hinder our cementing and lode- 
ring together? Will you fiand ſo tiifily upon 
that rath word which is gone out of your lips 
that rather than you will reverſe it we mull all 
go down together into the Chambers ot death, 
Is ambition fo immortal, that as ferome notes, 
inter lacrymas, luduſq; no ceſſat : rather than 
mcen will ſeem to be indeed winat they arc, obs 
noxious to errour and a peccant fallioility, they 
will go down into the lowelt vault in the valley 
of Bochim, and chaunt forth the high.li note to 
the tune of Hadadrimon, 


You are not ſuch frangers in our Tſr.zel as to 
be ignorant how the watcrs ſw:1l, the winds 


blow, the waves beat apainti the Ark of 


the Church, and the thip of the wile 
Kingdom, fo that we may lay, Maſter | Maſter ! 
we periſh ; nay, to leave Allegorics, and to 
ſpeak the naked truth 3 you have heard the 
Alarum of War, you well know what contec- 
deracics and combinations there :re abroad a- 
gainſt our tranquility : Gebzl!, Ammon, Ama» 
leck, arc all bent upon cur ruine. I with you 
would allo take notice, whence our foaming ad- 
' verfaries took the firti riſe of their incourage- 
ment 3' and then tcll me (as E/rfhz taid to Ge- 
bazi ) is this a time to receive Sheep aud Oen ? 
Is thisa time for us to cavil one with another, 
when the flame is coming towards us all, and 
climbing up into our windows 3 Or 23 4bſolonm 
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to Huſhai, 1s this thy kindneſs to thy Friend ? 

Is this your love to your Natiyc Country ? That 

you had rather Barbarus has ſegetes ; that 

the Satyrs ſhould dance here, and forraigners in- 

habit our dwellings, than you will come ſhort 

- of your own wills; unfold your ſtubborn arms, 

ro xeceive them that are ready to ruſh into them, 

zather than you will pay that tribute which is 

due to God and the King, What, muſt we dif- 

pute of trifles when Hannibal # at the Gates : 

Arc wc fo beſotted ? Non tam Accerſere, quam 

yrzere, not fo much to hatten, but Court our 
ruine ? 

y And though I will not at this nt of 

time tuxn upon you the mouth of your own 

CeXt Curſe ye Meroz, Curſe ye bitterly the 

Inhabitants thereof becanſe they came not to the 

help of the Lo rd againſt the mighty ; yet give me 

4h to expoliulare with you ina portion of the 

{awe Scripture. verſe 17. Why did Gilead abide 

beyond Jordan? Why did Dan remain in$hips? Why 

Plutarcly 4d Aſher continue on the Sea ſhore and abide in 

en Ariilides his breaches? you come far ſhort of Ariſtides 

and Themiltocles : for though they had been 

enemies one to another ever fince they went to 

{chool together 3 yet againſt a common enemy 

they defircd to be reconciled one to another, Pz< 

late and Herod (as bad as they were) were 

made ftricnds when in danger of a third perſon, 

the King of the Jews. Do you think (like the 

Sez Pre) torilc by going againſt the Wind ? 

of which is worſe, to riſc by the fall of yeur 

Brethren? to (prout up out of the aſhes of the 

Church ang Nation, mulc the publick ow” 

an 
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and do you think to flourifh in your private c1- 
pacities? you know the apologue. The mem- 
bers conſpired againit the belly, and were Rary- 
ed themſelves. "Tis intpoſſible but private jn- 
tereſts muſt fink when the publik fa''s 73 ,. 
oY. Gon ey ev Tdr% o, Tes goes Soup 's 2 149% per, wm 
When the Common-wealth' thrives this is the 7 7 
way to preyent conſurnptions in particular 
Members, Have we not had expericnces enough 
of the miſerics of War, and the curſed fruits of 
rffiſting our ſuporiours? to make one Church 
_ and Nation wiſe, for at leaſt one Century of 
years. 


Who would judge by your proceedings, but 

that the ſupreme Magilirate were a boundleſs 
Tyrant - who yet rules his people according to 

law and is ſo merciful as to pardon all former 
failour, though many and great. Who would 

think but the Church were a ſevere ftiepmother? 
which hath dandled you on her knees and feeds 

her children with the fixcere milk of the word , 

when they ſee how inveterate you are againſt 

them both. T have read of one Az4aſhir, who 
belieged Alſawzde in the City Maſce ; The g tichi's 
King: own daughter bcholding from the wall parte ſe- 
he Aſiilants Army,and bein g much inamour'd c«n4o-p. 
with the beauty of Azdzfiir ; ſhe writes in a 37” 
paper, faſtens it to an Arrow and ſh»otes it in- 

to the enemies Camp : Wherein ſhe fignifzs 
ro Azdifper. hit th: would betray the Ci- 

ty to him, if he would mirry her : He accepts 

the condition, and when he was maſi:r of the 


City, inſtead of marryingher, Az dafhiv asKed 
M 4 her 
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her with what meat: hex Father fed: her ? -Shg 
anſwered, with the beſt of the Milk, the Ho- 
ney- comb and Marrow 3 Azdafhir ecplied lince 
thou haft fo requited him, How ſhall 1 put apy 
confidence in thee? May not the like, queltions 


be put toyou? How have have you been dealt. 


withal under the Government of Kings? Like 
the Pcaſant in France,,ox the ſpunges. in Turky, 
have you felt the having of Selymus his beard ? 
or been ſubjec to Diocleſians nod ? Whoſe Oxe, 
or whoſe Aſſe was taken from bim ? Am 
with what meat did your mother the Church 
feed you ? Was it not the very kidnies of Wheat, 
Butterand Hoxey? And will you ſo requite her ? 
As with Gallio, to ſtand as it you were carele(s, 
wien the 15 labouting for lite ? [s 3t nothing 0 
all zetbat paſs by? nay, it were to be wiſhed, 
there were not ſome untoward, unhappy chil- 
dren which did xot help forward ber afflittion, 


So the pertidcouine(s of the Doxnatiſt; and Mani- 


chees jn Flippo , were the cauſe that it was made 
a prey to the Vandals, But who will pur any 
confidence in ſuch undutiful and unkind Sons , 
who hayc litt up their heels againſt fo tender a 
Father, ſo indulgent a Mother? 1 beſcech you 
Hirs| Remember the womb whercin ze were born, 
an4 the paps that gave youſuck. Remember from 
wbence ye arefallen and repent, that our breach- 
£5 way be once noxe made up, and we may ce 
. England 4 quiet habitation, Letus by our mu- 
ual love to cach othcr , and by our joynt-Ig- 
beours 10 the Church, ſo cndeayour to plealg 
.chc;Lord, That be may make 047 very enemies, to 


beat peace wit) Is , LEC us dilcover Qatans lira» 
(agem 
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tagem ( for the hand of this Foab is in all ou 
quarrels) in buſying men of parts and ſobricty.in 
by-matters, that he may divert them from fol- 
lowing the #nu#m neceſjarium. In keepitig them 
diſputing and ſcrambling about Ceremonies, 
mint ahd Cymmin, that they may negle& the 
greater things of the Law, obedience to God and 
the King, and the edifying th e church, in love. 
He dreads thoſe batgering Rams of his kingdom, 
ſound-preaching, and regular praying, therefore 
( what: poſſible he can) he obſtrudts theſe. 


When Pyrrhzs propos'd to himſelf to win 
Rome, Sicily, and Carthage, Cyneas asked him, 
what he would do at laſt ? Pyrrhus faid, be 
merry, Cyneas replied, fo you may be already, 
t you would be contented with what you 
have. 

I know you wall ay, could we ſettle that 
diſcipline we defirc;and moddle the Church ac- 
cording to our platform, then we might be re- 
IÞious indeed. I] muſt (like another Cyneas) 
tell you, it you would be contented with that 
libertywhich is allow'd you already, You may be 
as religious as you will, or can , who hinders 
you? {tis obſerv'd of Pigeons, that they are 
molt feartul when they fare belt : Let us not be 
like Doves in this , jealous and querulous, when 
we arc by the Waters of comfort, in the midſt of 
Manna. 


Why ſhould we then ſuſpect Popery, and {y- 
perſtition? Charity thinks #0 evil, A ſirong 
ſuſpition, where there is no evident” cauſe to 
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biick it, doth eithet proceed from, or argue 
puilt. Therefoxe («ll furmiſes being laid afide) 
let every one of you endeavour to anſwer the 
founding ef my bowels towards you with the 
ſame eccho; I mean the ſane readineſs and 
fingleneſ of heart, as Febeſophat did rhe King 
of Iſrael TI 2 as thou art, my people as thy 
people, my Forfes as thy Horſes. But alafs I per- 
ceive, that all this while I have been beatizg 
the Aire, or labouring in vain, in perſwading 
you to march in our ranks : for(I perceive ) you 
are reſolv'd to ſtop your cars againk my coun- 
fel. "Tis pirt'of your vow (that is) yout Co- 
venant=«--Ntoer to ſuffer your ſelves by what 
perſwaſinn ſorver, to be withdrawn from that u- 
#109, Thus a Serpent never becomes a Dragon, 
until it hath devoured a Serpent, However, 
Whether you will bear, or whether you will forbear 
—aLiberavi animam meam 3 I have diſcharg'd 
the office of a Brother, in warning you of your 
duty, j 


It in your cooler blood, and more ſerious 
thoughts, you ſee no cauſe to retract that re- 
ſolution, I] muſt refer the iſſue of this perſwa- 
five, to him that can perſwade Faphet to dwel in 
the Tents of Sem,who can overpower the wills of 
men and ſtop $2#! in his carreer to Damaſcus, 
who can make thoſe that are moſk wilful, even 
by one glance of his eye, as the Charriots of A- 
minedab--- A willing people in the day of his pows 
er. Suadereboming, perſuadere Dez, Paul may 


plant but God gives the increaſe; Therefore I 


mult appeal to his throne by prayer. And God 
| forbid 
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forbid that T fhould ctaſe praying for you. Pray 


therefore I will in thofe words of that excellent Biſhop ' * 
| Bilſon. 


Biſhop of Vinton. j 


al ,& 
The Lord make Yar mindful to keep the bond of 
peace, which be bath left you, and mindful 0 

few that lowlineſs of beart which be bath taught 

you 3 that you wax not ſd wiſe in your own con= 

ceits, as to deſpiſe all othtrs beſides your ſolver, 

and ſo reſolute in your private perſwaſions,that 

you enforce your devices upon the Church of 

God, wunder the name of the Holy and Hea- 

venly precepts, Even ſo O Lord, for Chriſt Fes 

ſus ſake, Amen. | 


ui errare me exiſtimait, etigm atq, etiam 
que ſunt difta conſiderent, tefortaſſis ipfi er- 
rent. Auguſtinxs in coronide libri de bona perſe- 
verantia, 


Sz quid in hoc opere dixerim, quod placeat, 
n0n eſt indigentie mee, ſed divine ſufficientie j 
$iquid vero forſan dixerim, wt nec ſufficere 
poſſit, nec placere z non eft ſufficientie divine ſed 
indigentie mee, Fulgentius ad Probam, p. 669. 


Fidem wolle aſſerere, pane id eſt quod; negare ple- 
rum(, m1'es ignauvns, Regia Caſtra, ſomnolento 
Corpore depreſsus, oppugnentibus tradit , dum 
competentibus excubijs non defendit, Fulgent. 


P- 393 395- 


Ir ijs rebus, de quibus nihil certi ftatuit Scri- 
Pturs divine, mos populz Dei, vel In ftituta ma= 
Jorum 
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jorum pro lege texenga ſunt, de quibus ſi diſputa- 


, re voluerimus, &” ex aliorum conſue tudinealios 


improbare, orietur interminata ludstio,que tem- 


. Peſtate Contentionis, ſerenitatem charitatis obnu- 


bilet. Auguſtini Epiſt. $6. ad Caſulanum, vid. 
etiam. Epiſe, 118. 4d, J anuarizum. 


' In thols things which axe indifferent, weare 
more bound to follow the command of the Ma- | 
giltrate, than our own Conſcience. Feems on 
the fafth Cammandegient.. 


It is not fo T's the tenderneſs of Conſci- 
enceand weakneſs of braines, as the Iron finews 
1n mens necks, which makes them fo clamo- 
rous and ſcrupolous, Cauſes of the decay of 
Chriſtian Religion, Pag. 331. 


No wiſe man miſlikes reading of prayers, 
Mr. 2625 wata P/. Lag p. $10. 


In not maintaining the Laws Rulers ruine 
themſelvesDr. Manton on Fude v. 8. and in the 
ſame Commentary he ſaith--there are but two 
lawful cauſes of ſeparation from the Church. 
Firſt, Perſecution, Secondly, A general cor- 
ruption of Doctrine. 
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